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Dr. John Hall’s address at the Atlanta Conven- 
tion, as published in full by us this week, is an 
admirable presentation of the influence of the Inter- 
national lessons on those who have arranged and 
on those who have studied or taught them. 


According to the general tenor of several recent 
articles in the Berlin Sonntagsschulfreund, the 
Sunday-school meets with considerable opposition 
throughout Germany, on the ground that the 
“Children’s Service” (Kindergottesdienst) is an 
“imported growth,” and the “ hobby ” of those who 
are laboring to introduce it. But this idea is a 
rather confused one. The Sunday-school in Ger- 
many is a very, different thing from the Children’s 
Service,—as our readers will remember, from a trans- 
lation printed a few months ago; and while the 
Cnildren’s Service seems to meet with very poor 
success in that country, the Sunday-school shows a 
Vitality in growth that surprises even the most 
enthusiastic German Sunday-school workers. 


When a European steamer sails from the wharf, 
there are always some persons, not intending to 
make the voyage, whom no amount of signaling can 
persuade to get off at the moment when they ought 
todo so. Whistles scream, gongs sound, and the 
officers of the ship make tours of inspection; but 
when all other visitors have gone on the wharf, and 
the vessel begins to move, some exvited person 
appears, in great apparent surprise, and is trans- 
ferred to shore at the expense of the time aud tem- 
Per of hundreds of people. The man or woman 





late in ending. When the superintendent's bell 
strikes for the closing of the lesson, it is not the 
most zealous teacher who interrupts the exercises 
by continued talk. A compulsory and untimely 
trip to Europe, or a week's confinement in a Sunday- 
school room, would be a salutary lesson in some 
cases of dilatoriness. 


On the last page of Dr. Allibone’s Dictionary of 
Authors is printed an amusing story relating to 
indexes. “The index-maker,” says Dr. Allibone, 
“ must not carry his laudable desire to be exhaustive 
and literal to the extent which caused an avaricious 
and vigilant compiler to base the entry,—‘ Best, 
Mr. Justice, his great mind,—upon a statement in 
the text that ‘ Mr. Justice Best said he had a great 
mind to commit the witness.’” This story has 
a lesson for Bible students and Sunday-school 
teachere. Something more must be done, in the 
search for texts to illustrate the lesson, than to take 
down the concordance and run through the list of 
paseages in which a given word appears. Bible 
words, like all others, may be used in different 
sefises in different places; so that a mere compari- 
son by the concordance may be positively mislead- 
ing. The meaning and spirit of a particular passage 
of Scripture are to be considered in the choice of 
illustrative ¢«xtracts from other parts of the Bible. 


Each new phase of Old Testament history, as it is 
studied in the International series, brings to popular 
attention fresh truths of important practical value 
for all time. The Oaptivity, for example, of which 
we are now studying, was the time of many signal 
displays of the presence of Jehovah with his people. 
Prophecy never before showed the Messiah so clearly. 
Among minor matters, the Talmudical doctors ages 
ago noticed that “ from the Captivity first came to 
us the names of angels.” And so it is: Gabriel— 
meaning mighty man of God—is first known by name 
in Daniel 8 : 16, when he comes to explain more clearly 
the events and signs forerunning the Messiah; and 
again in Daniel 9 : 21, as he shows himself to foretell 
more clearly the Messiah's coming. In Luke 1:19 he 
appears again, to announce to Zacharias the coming of 
the Messiah's immediate forerunner; and still again in 
Luke 1: 26, to announce to Mary the immediate 
coming of the Messiah himself. This is the office of 
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was 
sent to show glad tidings. Michael—meaning “ who 
is as God "—appears first by name in Daniel 10: 13, 
21, and again in Jude 9, and Revelation 12: 7, each 
time as a powerful champion on God’s side. In the 


progress of God’s plan, the fullness of his provisions 


for his children were made more and more clear. 
The Messiah was disclosed as a personal, present, 
sympathizing Saviour ; and the angels of God were 
shown in their distinctive character as “ ministering 
spirits sent forth to minister for them who shall 
be heirs of salvation.” 


How common it is for a man to feel that his way 
of doing a thing is the way of doing it; that the 
eustoms of his home, or school, or chureh, or com- 
munity are the customs which ought to prevail every- 
where, if indeed they do not; that, in fact, he lives 
at the “hub of the universe,” or is himself, like the 





which sun, moon, and stare revolve unceasingly. 
“ What,” said a Christian man from another town, 
as he heard the church-bells ring on a Wednesday 
evening, while he was in the home of a Christian 
friend,—“ what, do you have the Thursday night 
meeting in your church on Wednesday?” He had 
been accustomed to attend a mid-week prayer-meet- 
ing on Thursday evening, and he supposed that 
everybody else did or ought todo thesame. This 
prevalent feeling is brought afresh to our mind by 
the suggestion again sent to us from several quar- 
ters, that it would be better to have the New Testa- 
ment lessons of the International series assigned to 
the winter months, “when all the schools are in 
session,” instead of to “the season of summer vaca- 
tions.” Doubtless there are good people in some 
of our cities or larger towns who really suppose 
that more Sanday-schools are in session in winter 
than in summer, and that more scholars are study- 
ing the Bible in January than in July, whereas 
just the opposite is the fact. Only an overweening 
sense of their own importance, or an unfortunate 
ignorance of the rest of the world, induces the 
belief that the more important Sunday-schools have 
summer vacations. It is in winter, not in summer, 
that the greater number of Sunday-schools have a 
vacation. It would be a pity to arrange the lessons 
to accommodate the comparatively unimportant 


schools which close their doors in midsummer. 


EXPOSING POPULAR FICTIONS. 


It is not the mission of The Sunday School Times 
to expose all the forgeries and fabrications which 
find currency in Sunday-school circles. If we should 
devote ourselveg to this, there would be little space 
in our columns for anything else. But once in 
a while we must direct attention to so well authen- 
ticated a fact as that Daniel Webster did not write 
the letter which travels in his name concerning a 
talk with Thomas Jefferson about Sunday-schools ; 
or that the Rev. Dr. Morrison was not brought as a 
poor boy into a London ragged school,—even if we 
thereby spoil a great many newspaper editorials and 
platform speeches. 

And now we are sure that it is high time to show 
up the widely circulated fiction that a colored clergy- 
man was excluded from its membership by the 
International Sunday-school Convention at Atlanta. 
The facts out of which this fiction was manufactured 
were so plainly before the press of the country that we 
refrained from extended comment on them, in the 
belief that those papers, religious and secular, which 
had at first been led into a misrepresentation of the 
case, would promptly correct their error, and with- 
draw the strictures they had based on it. But as 
time passes the story goes and grows, until this 
week it has a place in Harper's Weekly, with pic- 
torial illustrations of the clergyman outraged, and 
of the Convention which outraged him, and an 
added declaration which is without either the basis 
or the semblance of truth as its support. If the 
thing goes on at this rate, there is danger that the 
Atlanta Convention will be charged with a deliberate 
purpose of restoring African slavery. 

The truth is just here: A colored clergyman, of 
Obio, was duly appointed as a delegate to the 
International Sunday-school Convention. When 
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his name was sent forward to Atlanta, a gentleman 
of that city, who was on the local committee of 
entertainment (not an officer of the Convention), 
wrote to Ohio advising against the coming of the 


eolored brother. He did not refuse entertainment 
to this delegate, nor did he forbid his attendance. 
He simply expressed his personal opinion of the 
undesirableness of his coming. This he did on his 
own responsibility, stating at the time that he had 
“not named thie subject to the committee” of which 
he wasa member. After due consideration of the 
facta, the colored clergyman decided to remain at 
home. He was not excluded from the convention. 
He did not even apply to it for admission. 

Now if this gentleman of the Atlanta local com- 
mittee might be supposed to fairly represent the 
feeling of his community, there would be good ground 
for complaint against those who would shut out 
from an invited convention any of its duly authen- 
ticated delegates, on the score of race, sex, or age; 
but on this point there was no room left for doubt. 
On the day when the Convention assembled, The 
Atlanta Daily Constitution, the leading paper of 
that city, and a representative paper of the dominant 
party in the South, gave all the facts in the case, 
and published at length the correepondence, accom- 
panied by severest strictures on the course of the 
gentleman who had so freely exprersed an opinion 
against the coming of the colored delegate. This 
statement of facta was given under the expres- 
sive headivgs: ‘Au Uanecessary Letter to Ohio. 
Misrepresenting Southern Sentiment, Its prompt 
Repudiation in the South.” Referring to the fact 
that the colored clergyman had decided not to put 
in an appearance, the Constitution said: 

This is where the mistake was made. If he had come, 
he would, in our opinion, have been admitted without a 
question. 

As to the sentiment in Atlanta, it was declared 
that ‘a very general condemnation” of the sugges- 
tion that the colored delegate ought to stay away, 
was made by citizens who expressed themselves on 
the subject. For example: 

One gentleman said, “ After we have endorsed Governor 
Colquitt in going repeatedly to the colored church and 
preaching to the negroes, after we have seen a colored 
man and his family sitting for years in St. Philip’s Church, 
after the Oatholic Church has put four or five pews in 
their church at the service of colored people,—it is foolish 
to protest against a negro delegate in the Sunday-school 
Convention, 

And again the Constitution said: 

Arnett would have found an undisputed seat in the 
Convention if he had presented his credentials. Even if 
there had been a political sentiment opposed to his admis- 
sion, it does seem that the nature of the Convention to 
which he was accredited should have secured him his place. 
The International Sunday-school Convention is the most 
catholic and liberal body in theory on this earth. It is the 
only body in which all religions and men of the denomina- 
tions can meet, Under its broad banner all creeds and all 
nationalities are sheltered and welcomed. It is contrary, 
then, to the spirit of the Convention, that the seat of any 
properly accredited delegate should be put in question 

or dispute, : 

All this was before the Convention assembled. 
When that body came together, it was evident to its 
members that there was nothing like proscription of 
any class of its delegates by the community to 
which it had been invited, and that even a sugges- 
tion in that direction had been promptly and pub- 
licly rebuked by the representative prees of the 
region. There certainly seemed no reason why the 
Convention should volunteer the opinion that a 
citizen of Atlanta had not been sufficiently reproved 
for the expression of his individual views concerning 
the proper membership of that body. The Conven- 
tion did, however, without any hesitation, admit to 
the full privileges of its membership a colored dele- 
gate from another state, and it would have received 
as many more as presented themselves with proper 
credentials, 

Other southern papers criticised, in the same strain 


Atlanta gentleman who wanted the Ohio delegate 
to remain at home. In fact, it was most evident that, | 


in this case at least, the southern community had no 
thought of proscribing any delegate to a Sanday- 
school convention because of his race. Fairness and 
a love of truth would seem to demand that due 
prominence should be given to this gratifying state 
of things. Bat we regret to say that very many of 
our northern exchanges—both secular and religious 
—have grossly misrepresented the facts in this case, 
and have failed to make due correction when the 
truth was clearly before them. In so prominent a 
paper as Harper's Weekly, for example, it is now 
distinctly charged that the question of “ the exclu- 
sion of the worthy colored clergyman” was passed 
upon by “the officers of the Convention,” while in well- 
known religious weeklies there have been flings at 
the members of the Convention for allowing them- 
selves to be bought off from resenting a wrong agaiast 
their constituency by the price of a week’s board, 
or from too strong a desire to promote good feeling 
among white Christian workers, 

If papers which have hadashare in circulating this 
baseless calumay, and no share ia its retraction, have 
not been grievously at fault, where are the limits 
of fairness and honesty to be fixed for the news- 
paper world? 





THE POWER OF BIBLE WORDS. 


a Sunday-school teacher, or other Christian worker, 
without sufficient preparation, and without any 
idea of their own unfitness for the particular work. 


their inability to carry them through to successful 


change despair to Christian hope and trust. 


annotation or deduction therefrom. 


power of divine fitness for every human need. 


man knows the whole of Shakespeare by heart.” 
A few well-chosen lines from Paradise Lost convince 
the hearer that the spoaker is master of Milton's 
great epic. But how much better than such a super- 
ficial reputation as this, is the honor of being a 
thorough Bible student, who not only knows the 
sacred words, but uses them. A B.ble text rings in 
the ears when the speaker's lips have long been 
Few earthly aspirations are more honorable 


mute. 
than that of the quaint old poet who exclaimed : 


“T would I were an excellent divine, 
That had the Bible at my fingers’ ends.” 





with the Atlanta Constitution, the course of the 


friendly comforter’s work all in one, 


Many people take up the labors of a minister, or 


But a still greater number shrink from undertaking 
any of the Master's tasks from an undue sense of 


completion. Such hesitant Christiana point to the 
damage done by this over-zealous evangelist or that 
indiscreet layman, and thereby excuse themselves 
for making no personal endeavors to spread the 
kingdom of righteousness. Because they see harm 
done by persons who exhort or reprove at the most 
inopportune moments, they allow the golden hour 
to pass by in which one helpful word might help to 


There is one thing which should be remembered 
by every person who distrusts his own power to 
speak for Christ the right word at the proper 
moment. That thing is the power of unexpected 
and timely quotations from the plain text of the 
Bible itself. The book, after all, is better than any 
Its language is 
more direet and powerful than that of any other 
volume; its words are explicit, and will not be 
driven, when once heard, from the most unwilling 
mind. Best of all, its truth is God's truth, which 
God takes care of. A quotation from the Bible falls 
upon the hearer’s ears with no mere power of per- 
sonal eloquence or individual appeal, but with the 


In ordinary literature, it is easy enough for 
the reader to get a reputation for profound thought 


and extensive familiarity with books. Half a 
dozen well-turned quotations from Hamlet will 
send away listeners ready to exclaim: “ That 


Not everybody can be an excellent divine, but all 
can have the Bible at their fingers’ ends, and thereby 
do the evangelist’s, the parish visitor's, and the 


DANIEL AS THIRD RULER. 
BY PROFESSOR J. A. PAINE, PH D, 


No more complete triumph for the historic accuracy of 
the Bible has occurred than over the statement respecting 
Daniel’s rank in the kingdom of Belshazzar. It came 
about not long ago; and yet because the victory was so 
unexpected, thorough, final, it has already in great meas- 
ure passed out of mind. And now, though it be unneces- 
sary ‘o recall the matter for the purpose of defending the 
scriptural record, it cannot be other than a matter of 
interest to do so for the purpose of explaining that record, 
especially whenever brought to such notice as in the 
International series. 
Afier recounting how, a great feast having been made 
by Belshazzar to a thousand of his lords, fiogers of a man’s 
hand appeared writing certain ominous words upon the 
wall of the banqueting-house, the biblical narrative pro- 
ceeds to recount the fact that the troubled king promised 
to honor any one among the wise men of Babel who 
should read the mysterious writing and show him the 
interpretation thereof, with the robe of royal purple and a 
golden chain for the neck, and to elevate him, it casually 
adda, to the station of third ruler in the kingdom. 
Also, after Daniel had read those dreadful words, and had 
shown what their signification was, the same narrative tells 
how the king’s promise was carried out, and repeats as it 
were incidentally again the fact that Daniel was actually 
raised to the post of third ruler in the kingdom. 
“Here at least,” the skeptical critic used to exclaim, 
“the sacred text ig inaccurate, untrustworthy, unhis- 
toric. According to its own showirg, Belshazzar was 
sovereign or first ruler; if, then, Daniel was raised to royal 
rank, he was made second ruler in the kingdom, not third, 
Taere could have been no other or second regent between 
the two; for was not Joseph arrayed in vestures of silk, 
decked with the golden chain, made to ride in the second 
chariot, and preceded by the cry,‘ Bow the knee,’ because 
appointed governor over all the land of Egypt immedi- 
ately under Pharaoh himself? Or did not Mordecai 
receive a great crown of gold and the clothing of purple 
garments because made next to King Ahasueras? Or had 
not Daniel already sat at the gate of a former king 
because constituted ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon and chief of the governors? Besides, historians 
whose accuracy is beyond question state that when 
Babylon was taken by the Medo-Persians, one named 
Nabonadius, alias Labynetus, was king, that he was not of 
the royal line, that he was absent from Babylon at the 
time of its capture, and that when taken prisoner he was 
kindly treated by the conqueror; whereas the chronicle of 
Daniel declares the king to have been called Belshazzar, 
that he was a true prince of the royal stock or son of 
Nebuchadnezzar, that he was shut up in Babel when it 
fell, and that he perished in the taking of the city, being 
surprised in the midst of a drinking revel?” Even students 
and believers of the Bible were puzzled, and while they 
trusted the version of Scripture in these last particulars, 
rather than that of secular authors, no doubt many wished 
the text had read “second” instead of “third ruler in 
the kingdom.” : 
But at last the vindication of the Scripiure account for 
historic accuracy and even casual truth came from a most 
unlooked-for source. For a long time a large ancient 
temple had been known to exist at a place called Mughair, 
in lower Babylonia; and in the year 1854 certain excava- 
tions were undertaken there by Mr. J. E. Taylor, English 
Vice-Consul at Busrah, in behalf of the British Museum. 
Namerous brick and cylinder inscriptions were obtained, 

















Plan of the Temple at Mughair. 


showing the temple to have been dedicated to Sin, or the 
Moon, establishing the site as one of the earliest colonies 
of the Scythic or Accadian invasion; and naming an 
unbroken series of kings from the first, Urukh, B.C 22380, 
to the last, Nabonadius, B.C. 540. Im a record found 
elsewhere, at Calneh, by Mr. Lofius, the last member of 
the line, Nabonadius, seeks the protection of the gods by 





restoring the temple of Sin, the Moon; but one of the 
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former inscriptions shows that the temple of the Moon 
repaired by Nabonadius was this one at Har or Mugharr : 
‘ Nabu-naid, king of Bab-il, 

Restorer of the Bit Saggatu and of the Bit-Zida, 
Constructed ... 

The temple of Vin an ra which is situated in Hur, 

In honor of the god Sin, his Lord.” 

However, the most important one is borne on the cylin- 
der of Nabunid, or N.bonidus. This is the very same 
person as the Nabonadius of profane historians. In it, 
addressing the deity Sin, he expresses himself to the follow- 
ing effect : 


“And concerning Bel-sar dsdr, 
My first born son, 
Tne offspring of my body, 
Implant the veneration of thy great divinity 
In his heart: 
Let him not yield to sin; let him 
Not incline to infidelity,” 


For Nabu-naid, king of Bab-il 

Hath not sinned against thy great divinity, 

And Be-l-sar dsir, 

My eldest son, 

The off-pring of my heart, 

Shall prolong his days to their destined ead,” 
Implying withal an association on the part of Bel-sar-tstr 
with himself in the government of the kingdom. At 
once this reveals the whole secret, clearing up those 
apparent contradictions between history and revelation, 
and confirming even the singular exactness of the biblical 
phraseology. For who may this Bel-sar-dsir be except 
Belshazzar spoken of by Daniel? And this Bel-sar-dedr, 
the biblical Belshazzar, as the first-born or eldest son of 
Nabonadius was naturally the heir-appareat to the throne; 
but more than this, the father in his prayer for the pro- 
tection of the gods, divulges that he had elevated him to 
an equality in position and responsibility. Thus it hap- 
pens that, in point of actual fact, Nabonadius was the sov- 
ereign or first ruler of the throne, Bel-sar-dstr-Belshazzar 
was the prince regent or second ruler, over at least a portion 
of the people,very likely governor of Babylon; and Daniel, 
when suddenly elevated to his high estate, was really and 
precisely ¢hird ruler in the kingdom. The third rank in 
the realm was the highest assignable reward, because the 
first and second ranks were both filled. 

It was not the purpose of the biblical writer to furnish 
an uninterrupted history of those events which had taken 
place towards the close of the Babylonian empire, inas- 
much as his object was prophecy and a record of the prov- 
idence of God over his children as they fared among the 
Babylonians. So nothing is said respecting the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar, nor in regard to the accession of his suc- 
ceseor ; but, passing over a quarter of a century, the sacred 
record affords merely a glimpse of the closing scene of 
Babylonian drama in the intemperate feast of Belshazzar, 
and the clandestine capture of the city by the Persians. 
Yet the hiatus now may be readily filled up. 


Nebuchadnezzar, after a reign of forty-three years, died 


about the beginning of B. C 561. 


His son Evil-Merodach reigned lawlessly during two 


years, aud died a victim of conspiracy in B C. 559. 


Neriglissar succeeded, styling himself Rab-M-~g, or chief 
of the order of Cnaldeana, and son of King Bel-sum-iskin, 
who was regent during the last years of Nebuchadnezzar. 
He died at the end of a reign of less than four years, 


B.C. 556. 


His son Laborogoarchod, only a child, was, after nine 
months, put to death by chiefs of the Chaldean order in 
the interest of one of their own number, a son of another 


Rab- Mag. 


Thus the new king was in no way related to his prede- 
cessors, Nabonadius, reigning from B. C. 555; therefore he 
Was not of royal Llood, his enly claim to the sovereignty 
being the part he had played in the conspiracy, He 


declares his parentage on one of his own bricks: 
“ Nabu-neid, king of Bab-il, 
Protector of the Bit-sagga-tu and of the Bit-zi-da, 
Son of Nabu-balat-irib, 
The powerful Lord.” 


Probably on ascending the throne he connected himself 
with the royal house by marriage to some daughter of 
N sbuchadnezzar, possibly N.tocris, a daughter by an Egyp- 
ian wife, thus perpetuating in his issue the royal line, 
and legitimizing his usurpation. Accordingly his first- 
born son was also son of Nebuchadnezzar as a grandson 
and direct descendant, justifying the calling Nebuchad- 
nezzar father of Belshazzar seven times by Daniel, once by 
Bolehazzar himself, and once by his queen. Undoubtedly 
it Was the motive just mentioned that led Nabonadius to 
Sssociate his son with him in the government at the early 


age of fourteen. 


kingdom than a peril arcee which finally wrought his 
overthrow. Cyrus the Median was beginning to make 
his influence felt beyond the bounds of his own domain. 
In the far west, Croesus of Lydia feared the power of the 
rising aggressor, and, foresecing his designe of conquest, 
felt the necessity of early resistance. Egypt also per- 
crived thesame danger. So these two monarchies, to avoid 
a destruction which would overwhelm them and other | 
neighboring states if the great Arian force should fall | 
upon them one by one, entered into an alliance for com- 
mon protection, and called upon Babylonia to join them. 
Apparently in the very first year Nabonadius -made 
himself king, embassadors appeared at the gates of Baby- 
lon on this errand. Nuabonadius, trusting in the greater 
strength of a triple alliance, joined the western league, 
and cast his fortunes with the enemies of Persia. 

Aware that thus he had provoked a powerful foe, and 
that he would be eslled upon sooner or later to defend 
himself from attack, Nabonadius engaged in constructing 
works for the protection of Babylon against Cyrus. 
These chiefly consisted, within the city, in confining the 
river Babylon by a brick embankment surmounted by 
a wall pierced by doorways and closed by gates of bronze; 
without the city towards the north in canals and reser- 
voirs designed to hinder or prevent an enemy’s approach. 
Xenophon also speaks of a great Median wall thrown 
entirely across the tract lying between the Euphrates and 
the Tigris,—a lofty barrier one hundred feet high and 
twenty feet thick, to serve like the great wall in China or 
the Roman walls in Britain as an insurmountable 
obstacle. 

But Croesus hastily plunged into war with Cyrus, ask- 
ing no help from his confederates of Egypt and Babylonia. 
He was promptly defeated in the battle of Pteria; and 
soon after, by the siege of Sardis, withits capture, the arm 
of Lydia was broken. Yet Cyrus lingered fourteen years 
in completing and consolidating his hold on the north- 
western kingdom. 

At length, in B. C. 540, the Persian conqueror set out 
from Ecbatana on his march toward Babylon, Nabonadius 
heard of it with composure: his defensive works were 
finished, his city was supplied with provisions, he consid- 
ered himself, if not a match for his adversary in the open 
field, at least secure behind his impregnable walls. Cyrus, 
however, halted in the midst of his march, on the banks uf 
the river Gyndes, Why he rested all summer, autumn, 
even winter there, has never been well known: the pre- 
text was a dispersion of its waters into three hundred and 
sixty channels out of revenge, because the insolent stream 
had drowned one of the sacred white horses which drew 
the chariot of Ormazd; but more probably his real motive 
was to teach and train his men in the art of cutting canals 
and turning watercourses aside, 


At the opening of spring Cyrus crossed the Tigris, and 
soon arrived before the cupilal, Babylon. Here the hostile 
army stood drawn up to meet him on the plain, under the 
command of Nabonadius. Im the engagement which 
ensued the Babylonians were completely defeated. Yet 
Nabonadius, instead of taking refuge within the walls of 
Babylon, either in order not to allow the forcea of the 
enemy to enter there with bis own, or from a design of 
dividing the army of Cyrus, or in the hope of raising fur- 
ther forces from his country, fled to Borsippa, or Birs 
Nimrud, an important town not far to the south-west of 
Babylon. 

Within the town, Belshazzar, ss regent,—for he had 
already been associated with his father as co-sovereign at 
least three years,—conducted the defense with entire suc- 
cess. So well did he hold out, that at last Cyrus despaired 
of taking the city by force, and resorted to a resource by 
him undoubtedly foreseen from the first. He marched the 
greater part of his army up the river, and there set it to 
digging channels which at a given moment would divert 
the stream out of its natural course, or draw it off into 
reservoirs, till the river-bed should be fordable. For this 
the experience gained in the valley of the Gyndes was 
invaluable. When all was ready, Cyrus waited till the 
date of a national festival, during which the people were 
wont to give themselves up to reveling and inebriety. 
Everything proceeded ace g tohis wishes. The festival 
was held with more zealous celebration than usual: even 
Belshazzar, apparently to show his contempt for the 
unsuccessful besiegers, abandoned himself to the wild 
pleasures of festivity, dishonoring the vessels of Jehovah 
and praising his idolatrous deities. Throughout the town 
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excesses. Of course the siege was forgotten, and ordinary 
watchfulness was remitted. 


the river, and returned to Babylon. 


the revel prevailed, with drunken carousal and sensual 


In the dead of night, Cyrus turned aside the course of 
Above and below the 


beneath the walls Silently they observed the gradual 
sinking of the water .evel, and anxiously they listened if 
this were noted within the town, and if alarm were given 
over the suspicious phenomenon. Even when they might 
enter the river-bed, if the river-walls should be garrisoned, 
or the river-gates be closed, they would be caught in a 
perilous trap. But as they listened no signal of peril 
arose, only the din of feasting and carnival. Stealthily they 
descended into the channel, crept under the walls, climbed 
to the river-doors, seized the forsaken gateways, manned 
the inner walls, and raised their own cry of warning in the 
war-shout of victory. Then the alarm spread too late; 
messengers flew to “show the king of Babylon that his city 
was taken ;” in the darkness a pitiless massacre followed 
of drunken revelers who could make no resistance. Pene- 
trating even to the royal palace, the Persians reached the 
monarch himself, filled with dismay at the miraculous 
writing on the wall, warning him of his doom in the midst 
of his impious banquet, and slew him, Belshazzar, the 
king of the Chaldeans, in the bloom of his youth. His 
kingdom, or the satrapy of Babylon, was conferred upoa 
Darius the Median, a high officer or general under Cyrus, 
probably aa a reward for his success in conducting this 
nocturnal expedition. 

Oyrus hastened to Borsippa; but Nabonadius, deeming 
resistance useless, surrendered on the approach of his foe. 
Sabmission was rewarded by kindness, for not only was 
his life spared, but he received the government of a prov- 
ince in Carmania. His career as a monarch ended abdut 
the year B. C.538. And with him the Babylonian empire 
eame to an end. 





THE INFLUENCE OF THE INTER 
NATIONAL LESSONS.* 


BY JOHH HALL, D.D. 


There is this particular circumstance, in my own case, 
that neeessarily gives to me a peculiar interest in the 
International lessons, and inspires me with some degree of 
confidence as I speak in relation to them. I am the work- 
ing pastor of a church that is in the closest possible con- 
nection with the Sunday-school of the congregation, and 
with a large mission-school besides. It is my duty te 
cenduct the services of my congregational echool, and it 
has, moreover, been my duty to make preparation of such 
aid as may be useful for a very large body of teachers, in 
conneetion with these lessons. I have, therefore, had all 
the opportunity that a man could well have for testing 
their practical value. And aa I look back upon the 
years that are past, and as I look forward to those which 
are to come, | cannot but feel, as a sober and deliberate 
judgment, that a wiedom higher than our own has guided 
us, and a power greater than our own has given us favor 
in the eyes of our brethren, and secured for this course of 
lessons that great success of which to-night we make 
thankful acknowledgment. 
I look back with special eatisfaction upon those meet- 
ings in Niagara, and in Philadelphia, and in Chicago, and 
in New York, and in New London, and in Indianapolis. 
I could close my eyes and reproduce to my mind’s eye the 
long table around which we sat; the pleasant face of Dr. 
Vincent at one end of it; the no less genial countenance of 
the Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph at the other; each man 
with his Bible before him, and a few additional helps secat- 
tered around him; the work intermingled with prayer 
and praise, and with expressions of the warmest Christian 
fellowship. I can think of our Mr. Jacobs, of Chicago, 
whom I am sorry we have not with us here ; his irrepressi- 
ble energy sometimes making it impossible for him to keep 
his seat. I can see him start up, and make the round of 
the table, in a nervous way, with perhaps some lively 
remark which has flashed some new light upon the subject 
before us. I do remember one cecasion when we had our 
coats off! Butit was because the temperature was exoeed- 
ingly high in the city of Chicago! But I am bound to say 
this: [never expect in Presbytery or in Synod, in Assembly 
or in the Christian Church,—I never expect, even at the 
Lord’s table,—to have, on earth, a livelier foretaste of the 
everlasting fellowship of the saints, than 1 was permitted 
to enjoy in those successive meetings of my beloved 
brethren. And I cannot bat feel that He has caused some 
of the mutual confidence, some of the mutual affection, 
some of the mutual considerateness, some of the mutual 
helpfulness, that he breathed upon us when we met 
together in those days as disciples of Christ, to flow forth 
with the work of our hands, and to saturate and leaven to 
some degree the great army of fellow-laborers who have 
been teaching these lessons to the multitude of the chil- 
dren and youth in our schools. 

If I were to be asked what practical benefits seem 
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likely to flow from these lessons, then I should say, in 
the first place, we have made the Old Testament a 
real book to the great multitude of Americans, young and 
old. Those who have ever taken the trouble to look into 
the works of Chaucer, or of Shakespeare, or of Milton, or 
even of Burns, who writes in the colloquial language of 
his country, may remember, in some of the editions, what 
ia called a “ glossary,” placed at the end of the book ; that 
when you come upon an antiquated word, or an obso- 
lete word, or a word in the Scotch dialect that you do 
not understand, you may turn over to the glossary, and 
find the meaning of it, and so keep yourself from losing the 
connection, and from losing the sense. But have you ever 
noticed that witha deeper wisdom, and a better arrange- 
ment, He who gave us the Holy Bible placed the glossary 
at the beginning of it, and not only so, but interwove it 
with the very texture of the narrative, so that as you are 
following the history of the patriarchs and the history of 
God’s favored people, as you are studying Leviticus and 
the stately ceremonials of the Hebrew temple, you are 
getting the glossary into your head, and learning the mean- 
ing of the words with which you are to be familiar all the 
way through to the close of the book? ‘“ Atonement,” 
“ reconciliation,” “ priesthood,” “ sacrifice,” “covenant,” 
these, and a hundred mighty words, the technical words, 
the catchwords, the typical words, the significant words of 
the Scriptures,—these you are getting to learn as you read 
along in the book, from Genesis to the end of the story. 
And as we give an honest study of the Old Testament, we 
are thus acquiring the power of interpreting the very 
language in which the blessed New Testament gives us the 
glorious gospel of our God and Saviour. We have done 
much to make the Old Testament a real book to our fellow- 
Christians, and to make them understand that we are not 
to deal simply with the New Testament, to the exclusion 
of the Old, but that we stand upon one great book, that is 
a unit in itself, from the beginning to the end, from 
Genesis to Revelation, and of which our Lord uttered the 
emphatic words, “ Search the Scriptures, for they are they 
which do testify of me.” 

In the second place, I think that we have done a good 
thing in the tendency of this work, I think that the ten- 
dency of this whole International system has been, in a 
very great degree, to promote true catholicity of feeling 
between Christians, Let me illustrate the thing to you in 
the plainest and clearest way that I know. I am preparing, 
for example, my notes upon a particular lesson, and there is 
a text in the lesson that has been wont to be considered a 
fine, strong Presbyterian text. As it comes to me, I recall 
the memories of the Covenanters, and all those stirring asso- 
ciations with which we Presbyterians are familiar, and I 
proceed to deal with the text with all my heart; and the 
first thought with me, as a Presbyterian, is to stiffen it as 
much as possible, and make it as strong as possible, and 
make as much Presbyterianism out of it as I can, But 
then there comes a sober second thought, “ Well, but 
stay now, I say; Dr. Vincent will be over that text, and 
Dr. Randolph will be over that text, and Mr. Trumbull 
will be over that text, and all my brethren of all the various 
denominations will be over that text, and the whole com- 
munity will have a chance to study what they say, as well 
as what I say, and if I should squeeze it, or twist it, it is 
morally certain that my brother will put his finger on the 
circumstance, and I shall be, as I ought to be, brought to 
task in the matter.” I take it that that is good sense. 
I should not think so well of them as I do, if I did not 
believe in the reality of this process of careful scrutiny and 
criticism. Well, then, I come upon another place, where 
I will surely be inclined to make out that there is just 
enough water to do the sprinkling properly; and I know 
perfectly well, that if I am inclined to make it too little, 
my Baptist brother will come after me and measure every 
drop of it. 

Now, I want you to see how evident it is, that the con- 
current study of God’s word, in this way, is fitted to break 
down the strong sectarian, denominational tendency that 
we would bolster up by our own interpretation of particu- 
lar passages of the word, and to constrain us by the very 
laws of our mind to take the Bible as a whole, and to deal 
with it fairly and justly; and when we do this, we strike 
at the very roots of that narrow, unscriptural, bitter, big- 
oted sectarianism which has its foundation, for the most 
part, in an ignorance of God’s word. 

Thirdly, I think it must be admitted, also, that the ten- 
dency of thissystem, as has been touched upon in the Report, 
is to improve in a great degree the character of our pulpit 
ministrations. May I be permitted to say, for myself, 
that whatever may be thought of some of these lessons, 
the best, many of the most useful, sermons that I have 
preached to my people during the last five or six years, 
have been sermons upon the lessons, and sermons that 


expanded and amplified to the people that which I had 
deliberately and carefully prepared for the instruction of 
my Sunday-school teachers. If my brethren in the min- 
istry here do not think it presumptuous in me to say this 
word to them, I will venture to say it: The best prepara- 
tion that any man can have for bringing the truth of God's 
word before the minds of adults, is to fill his own 
mind so full of the whole subject which he has to lay 
before his people, that in the simplest and most conversa- 
tional way he can talk it over to the children, and make 
the children understand it from beginning to end. And 
the broad aspect of this truth I want to present before you 
is this: Suppose I am yielding to a temptation as I stand 
before the congregation on the Lord’s Day. I have been 
reasoning out this or that particular doctrine, and specu- 
lating upon it. I have been using my own judgment and 
my own thoughts, and coming to my own conclusions as 
to what seems to be true, and now I am going to tell you, 
from the pulpit, on the Lord’s Day, what I myself have 
wrought out on this or that fact or precept or doctrine. 
Does not every one of you see the weakness that necessarily 
attaches to my ministrations? What are my thoughts, 
my guesses, my speculations, my investigations? What 
are the mere productions of my mind? Why, there are 
doctors there, there are lawyers there, there are merchants 
there, that have as much intelligence and culture as I 
possess. What right have I to stand up and demand of 
them that they shall listen with reverence to the deductions 
of my mind on a particular thing? Andif it has become a 
habit of my mind—as I believe it is the tendency of this 
system to make the habit of the mind of minister and peo- 
ple—faithfully and honestly to examine the word, and 
lead the people to expect the very best and most thorough 
exposition of the truth that I may be able to set before 
them, saying to them, “ This is not a thing that J have 
thought out, guessed, or surmised,” but “This is the thing 
that God says in his word,” does he not then speak with 
authority? The minister himself drops in some degree 
out of sight, and the human soul is brought into direct 
contact with the supreme Author of the word; and the 
man feels when he goes away, “God was dealing with me 
to-day, and now I am responsible to him for the use that 
I make of that communication, that came to me by the 
authority of a ‘thus saith the Lord.’” And for myself I 
cannot imagine anything that is better fitted to deepen 
the character of our ministry, betier fitted to make it 
spiritual and powerful, than that we should be taken out 
of self, so to speak, and thrown upon the Scriptures, and 
made to be the pure and simple and earnest and plain and 
faithful expositors of the holy oracles of God. 


One other thing, in the fourth place, I think we have in 
some degree succeeded in doing; and upon that I do not 
think it necessary to dwell longer than to utter a single 
sentence. Missionaries have come to me and taken a place 
at my table to talk over the work that they have been 
doing in distant lands. Naturally, the Sunday-school lesson 
work has come up prominently in such talks. And more 
than once these missionaries have said to me something 
like this: “ You living here in America, surrounded by 
your brethren, in the midst of associations and memories 
and encouragements to prosecute your work, can have no 
idea what help we get from the use of these International 
lessons. In the face of the masses of heathenism, solitary 
and almost alone, a little handful of people, it is such a 
comfort to us to take these lessons and feel that though 
we be few and feeble there, we are part of a great host 
scattered all over the world, with our Christian brethren, 
studying the same lessons, learning the same texts, hear- 
ing God’s voice speaking to them the same things that he 
has been pleased to speak to us in our loneliness and deso- 
lation.” We have done something in this way to give 
cups of cold water to the disciples of Christ, whose hearts 
many times are weary,#hose lips many times are thirsty. 

And this leads me to mention one other thing, the fifth. 
It is not for me to speak more than with the slightest allu- 
sion to the past history of these United States. It is not 
for me to do more than to allude to the wounds that were 
deep and severe, that, thank God! are now being cicatrized 
and healed. Itis not strange, considering what human 
nature is, that there should be here and there lingering 
effects of the great convulsion that once shook this whole 
land. But we know that all these should be put aside, 
buried out of sight. If we think of North and South now, 
let it be in connection with that word of the Bible: “ Say 
to the north, give up, and to the south, keep not back. 
Bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from the ends 
of the earth.” There is no merit in my being non-partisan. 
I was not here, not among you, in the midst of that which 
has now entered into history. On that very aceount you 
American people, who have been so kind, who have been 





any man could have expected, you may forgive me if, 
standing where I am, I venture to say to the North and to 
the South, to New York and New Orleans,@o the East and 
to the West, let us feel that we are one people, with the one 
God, with the one Saviour, with the one English Bible, 
with the one blessed Protestant system, with the one family 
training, with the one deep parental love for the little 
children, and with the one country that we want to keep 
as one land, that we want to make Immanuel’s land, 





ANNIVERSARY HYMN. 


BY JAMES J, REEVES, 


Again we hail the glad return 
Of this our festal day, 

And, while our hearts with ardor burn, 
We'll raise a grateful lay. 


All praise to thee, O Christ, our king, 
For lives and health preserved,— 

For all the joys the seasons bring, 
And mercies undeserved. 


For peace, for pleasure friendship brings, 
For home, and ties of love; 

But, better still, for all those things 
Which lift our hearts above. 


Now to the Lamb that once was slain 
Let songs of triumph ring! 

Break forth, once more, in glad refrain, 
Once more his praises sing. 


Grant, gracious Lord, that as our days 
Glide rapidly away, 

Our life may be one song of praise, 
And end in fadeless day | 
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HAPPY DODD; 
OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY OOOKE, 





CHAPTER XVIII. 


In the course of a few weeks Happy came to know 
Grandma Holden. She was sent to “the other house,” as 
the old homestead was called, on various errands, and 
goon learned to admire and to love this lovely old lady, 
whose life was a constant practice and teaching of the 
gospel. Almost all Madam Holden’s children were dead; 
she had watched every one of them down to the river's 
brink with unfaltering courage and cheer, and unsparing 
devotion. Her only daughter, a widow too, was traveling ~ 
in Europe; one son was at the South, the other was Ruth’s 
father: out of eight, these three alone remained. Her 
husband died after an illness of years that bore 
heavily on mind and body; and though she could never 
speak of him without tears springing to her tender eyes, 
there was always a smile to follow, fresh and faithful asa 
rainbow, to attest her cheerful submission to God’s better 
will, 

Old as she was, her soft hair had not one silver thread in 
its thick bands, and her spare figure moved with a gentle 
alacrity that denied her years, As Miss Lavinia had 
said, she was a woman with no self, a woman who lived in 
and for her own people. It is true, the circle in which she 
so moved was small, and time was still narrowing it; but 
she gave to it all she had to give, the whole of a full cup, 
—a rich and devoted nature. The duty lying nearest her 
was always done, fully. Perhaps China and the isles of 
the sea were left out of that circumference; but her family, 
her friends, her neighbors, were in no case neglected. She 
“ stood in her lot” to the end of her days. If we all did 
as much, would the days of millennial peace tarry 80 
long ? 

From her, Happy had a great lesson to learn: the lesson 
of loving. Not after the elective fashion of this world’s 
love, which goes where it is attracted only, and as often 
goes to destroy as to protect and honor, but as God loves,— 
with pity, pardon, and insight. Grandma Holden found 
something lovely in every soul with which she came in 
contact : some spark of the life that once came from the 
breath of God, and which is so rarely all extinguished 80 
long as living lasts. Happy had been loved : loved as few 
mothers even love their children. And her own hearthad 
gone out to her class-children, especially to Ruth ; but she 
held herself aloof from most people, because she did not 
like them. That this was not right had never crossed her 
mind; she did not enjoy it in other people’s manner 
towards her, but it seemed inevitable in herself. It was® 
study and a revelation to her to watch Grandma Holden’s 
friendly manner to everybody. To see how she found 
something in each to love, to admire, or to respect; yet 
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were keen toffobserve and to discern ; but she had that 
charity which “hopeth all things and endureth all 
things,” “ suffereth long and is kind,” “ thinketh no evil,” 
and “ seeketh not its own.” This last type of heavenly 
love was especially Madam Holden’s own; having no 
self-consciousness to be jarred or wounded by the neglect 
or unkindness of the world about her, she never perceived 
that it was unkind or neglectful; and having the largest 
hope and charity for everybody else, she was so deeply 
humble, so sensible of her own shortcomings, that Mr. 
Payson had said of her: “Madam Holden sees every- 
body’s goodness but her own, and loves everybody but 
herself.” 


It is true that she loved Ruth more now than any other 
creature; but in tenderest feeling for our human nature 
it is recorded of one disciple that he was him “whom 
Jesus loved ;” and after that shall the peculiar tenderness 
of one heart for another be blamed as sin? In this matter 
she soon found quick sympathy with Happy, and uncon- 
sciously they worked together for the child’s good. Mr. 
Holden did not cross the path of any of his servants often. 
He was a cold, stern man in manner ; if he had a heart, it 
was kept for one or two. So the winter went on less 
miserably than Happy had feared; she learned what her 
work was in the houee. and did it faithfully; but she had 
one embarrassment, Fred Park had found out where she 
lived, and had called to see her. Happy had no place to 
receive him, and no wish to have visitors there; she knew 
it would not please Mrs. Holden, nor did she want to 
take the two or three friends she had into the kitchen, 
where Ann and Katy abided. It was unpleasant to have 
to tell the young man that she could not see company, 
but it had to be done; and it seemed a new and painful 
element in her present position that she must give up her 
friends’ society entirely, except as she saw Miss Lavinia 
every Sunday. But Fred Park found this out very soon; 
he joined her always after her little class was over, and 
walked with her down to Aunt Vinny’s; and that sharp- 
eyed spinster began to look at him over her spectacles, 
and resolved to find out all about him before she would 
ask him in to tea. 

Happy was young, innocent, almost friendless; it is not 
strange that she soon found a shy pleasure in this first 
attention she had ever received; that she learned to 
expect him with more pleasure than she was conscious of, or 
that it made her restless and troubled to think she had 
no place in which to show him in return some friendliness 
and hospitality. 

Her afternoon class had increased during the winter; 
there were eight of them now, and Jack and Nan, by right 
of first-comers, felt a certain responsibility for their own 
behavior as examples, that did them a deal of good: they 
grew so quiet, so helpful, so affectionate, that Happy 
“thanked God and took courage” in regard to them 
daily. Of her other class less was to be said: Mary 
Gray, being in deep earnest, had gone on in the Chris- 
tian life so far that she was anxious now to become 
a member of the visible church; her mother was moved 
to her very soul by the child’s experience, which she well 
knew was not the result of her own teaching or example. 
It was not to her that Mary had come for help or 
sympathy, but to that poor lame servant-girl who was 
teacher of her class. 

With all her faults, Mrs. Gray was an honest woman. 
She had never lived as she should have lived since the 
first year she had professed religion ; her faith had become 
feeble and her works few. Mr. Payson’s simple and direct 
preaching had made her uneasy often; gradually the frost 
was coming out of this fallow field, and the sod being 
broken to admit the sun’s rays. Mary observed an 
unusual softness and gentleness in her mother’s manner; 
and when she told her of her purpose to join the church, 

she was astonished, and even agitated, to have her mother 
kiss her, and feel the warm tears on her face. Mra. Gray 
would have liked to go forward with Mary and renew her 
Own vows; she did renew them in her heart; and when 
she saw Happy’s sweet moved face bent on Mary as she 
Spproached the altar, Mrs. Gray felt for the first time how 
much she had done for her child which should have been 
her own work, and resolved to be a better mother. Happy 
had done more than she knew. Julia and Helen looked 
on also. Whatever their thoughts were, they did not at 

Once show ; that they were not the same thoughts was 
certain from the difference in the two characters. Ruth, 
too, did not see without emotion this companion come 
forward to profess her faith: she did not say much about 
it to Happy ; but her wistful face on which the color came 
and went, as she looked on, said a great deal. 

It was spring now, and Mrs. Holden was always better 

*pring, and therefore less petulant and exacting ; so that, 

i one respect, life became easier than usual to Happy, 
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—==- 





though she had more real work to do in the needful 
preparations for summer, which involved much sewing, 
altering, and repairing. But this she did not mind; her 
heart and head were filled with a delight daily growing 
dearer, she was fast becoming deeply attached to Fred 
Park. He had been eo kind to her, so careful of her all 
winter. But for him she would have fallen often on the 
icy streets,—for, lame as she was, she missed her mother’s 
helpful arm in the evening ; and when Fred found out she 
went punctually to evening meeting on Thureday, he 
always waited for her at Mr. Holden’s gate, and came 
home with her after service. Now that spring was here, 
many bunches of wild flowers found their way to her, and 
were carefully treasured, in a mug that had been hers 
since she could remember, on her window-sill; and one 
beautiful day in June she really went to drive outside of 
the village, for the first time in her life. She had asked 
leave of absence for the afternoon, as Mrs, Holden was to 
go away for the day and night with Ruth, and Fred Park 
was waiting for her at the garden gate, In all her life 
Happy never forgot that day: the beauty of the hillsides 
fresh with the exquisite young verdure of the season, the 
wayside flowers, the birds, the fragrant air, made the 
hours seem like paradise, as sweet and as brief; and to be 
with a companion who watched her kindling face with 
undisguised pleasure, tried to anticipate her wishes, 
shared or seemed to share in her enjoyment, and cared for 
her comfort in every way he knew, added very much to 
the pleasure of the drive. Many a tired and sated woman 
taking her daily drive in ease might have envied this 
poor lame servant-girl, jogging along after one miserable 
horse in an old wagon. Elusive happiness! it is like the 
wind that bloweth where it listeth ; it dances for some 
rejoicing hearts in even a purple spire of graes, lives in a 
child’s laugh, smiles in a tranquil pool of water, sparkles 
in the stars, or laughs in a dandelion ; fairy sprite, escap- 
ing the eager touch that woos it, alighting where it is 
scarcely known by name, falling on just and unjust, never 
snared by human devices, never fettered to time or cir- 
cumstance; gone while scarce tasted; and oftenest like a 
rainbow glittering on falling tears! How much better is 
peace! calm, divine, immortal, looking unto God as the 
Rock that shadows in a weary land, making no haste and 
unafraid of terrors. This indeed passeth understanding; 
it is the atmosphere of heaven, the light of His face; but 
happiness is mortal sunshine, and endureth but a moment. 
That night while Happy was sitting in the moonlight in 
her room, wrapped in a sort of delightful, intangible 
dream, that glorified all things, and made the life she had 
so dreaded seem full of hope and promise, Ann and Katy 
came up to their room. They too had been out, Ann in the 
afternoon, Katy in the evening. They evidently thought 
Happy was asleep, for they lowered their voices; but she 
could not help hearing, and, the firat thing, Ann arrested 
her attention. 

“Sure, it’s that Park feller. I know’d him in a minnit.” 

“ Well, an’ ain’t ita pity?” responded kindly Katy. 
“ The gurrl ain’t knowin’ to him no more’n she is to the 
Imperor of Rooshy.” 

“An’ why should she? Did iver you seea more inno- 
sinter piece in the wurlld than she is? The mother kep’ 
her up like a cosset lamb.” 

“Surely! an’ how would she know the firrst thing 
about a feller like him. I’m thinkin’, I’ll tell her some- 
thin’ maybe, Ann.” 

“An’ it's the fool av the wurlld you'll be, Katy Doyle, 
av you do that; sure, why would you be interferin’ 
betwixt two like that? Let ’em alone! She’! get insinsed 
some way: there’s lots knows him besides you an’ me. 
You'd get a turn of her tongue av you said a word, for all 
she’s so dacent.” 

They said no more, but Happy sat there stunned. 
What were they talking about? Fred Park! She was 
indignant. What could these Irish girls know about him? 
He was good, too good for them to understand. Who 
else had ever been so kind to her? She reasoned herself 
into quiet,—if it could be called reasoning where all the 
arguments were on one side, and the conclusion foregone. 


It did not occur to her till the next morning that she 
had forgotten to read her Bible or say her prayers, and 
this for the first time for years. Poor Happy! She was 
absorbed in a dream that only visits such as her. Youth, 
innocence, inexperience, all cherished and fostered the 
vision, and the will was bribed to let hersleep. She went 
about her daily duties in an abstracted way, so different 
from the quiet but thorough attention she had hitherto 
given them, that both Mrs. Holden and Ruth noticed it: 
one sharply, the other shyly,—but to remonstrance or 
question she gave no answer except a timid excuse: the 
blush that flooded her pale dark face spoke for her. 





“What are you about, Happy?” said Mrs, Holden 


angrily, one day. “Those chairs are all set crooked, and 
you did not put away my shawls last night, or bring up 
the collars this morning. You are getting too careless to 
endure. Have you been falling in love, or what is the 
matter with you?” 

Happy looked at her aghast, She felt insulted ; hot tears 
filled her eyes, and her face grew scarlet, Just in time 
she remembered herself, and mentally asked help to be 
quiet and respectful ; but Mrs. Holden had turned away 
to speak from the window to her husband, and Happy 
escaped with the shawls she was folding to put in a cam- 
phor chest up stairs. She felt ss if a gulf had opened 
before her. Her unconsciousness was gone. She could 
not go on dreaming now ; for in her hitherto secluded life 
her ideas of love had been pure and shy, and now,—could 
it be true ?—she had let her heart go away from her with- 
out the asking. She was ashamed, but yet thrilled with 
new happiness ; and no friend to help or sympathize with 
her, no mother to comfort her; she bent her head on her 
hands and in a few hurried words asked God to help her 
and bless her—and him. An honest prayer, both 
heard and answered; but not as she would have had it 
did the answer come, but in His way and time. 

Ruth looked at her shyly and tenderly often. At last 
she said, “Are you ill, Happy?” “No,” was all the 
answer, except a smile that was both sad and sweet, and 
Ruth asked no more questions; a native perception and 
delicacy withheld her, but she could not refrain from many 
a wistful look at Happy’s changing face. 

It was reserved for Aunt Lavinia, with her keen tongue 
and unsparing solicitude for Happy’s good, to open the 
girl’s eyes, and show her in what a path she was treading. 
For Miss Vinny had a deal of the Areopagite spirit, and 
spent much of her time “either to tell or to hear some 
new thing ;” and what she succinctly termed Happy’s 
“ proceedings” had come to her ears in the exchange of 
gossip about the little town, and grieved her much ; for 
she was old and astute, and knew all about Fred Park and 
his habits, and had no faith at all in his temporary 
reformation. In fact, this world-wise spinster found 
nothing so hard to believe in as any reform: it was a page 
in her record both worn and blotted. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


——— 


OUR JESUS. 
{Translated from the German for The Sunday School Times.] 

A little girl three years old stood one Sunday morning 
at the window, and waited till she saw her’papa come from 
church. Ashe opened the door, she ran to meet him, 
and asked: “What has pastor Reinhold preached about 
to-day, papa?” 

“He preached about Jesus, my child,” replied her 
father. 

“ Papa, was that our Jesus?” asked the child again. 

“ Yes, indeed,” said her father; “it was our Jesus.” 

Her eyes beamed with joy to think that the preacher 
had spoken to the whole congregation about her Jesus, 
who loved her so much, and whom she tried to love again 
in return, 

It is so precious for a child to believe and receive Jesus 
as her Jesus. It makes not the heart happy to know 
that he loves other children ; but it makes it happy and 
joyfal to know that he loves and cares for me. 

One Sunday evening a father gathered his children 
about him, and had them tell him what they had learned 
in the Sunday-school. And the little ones began to tell, 
in their simple way, what their teacher had said to them 
about the heavenly home and the glory with the Father 
which Jesus had left in order to come to this earth and 
save sinners. The youngest crept up into her father’s lap, 
looked into his face, and said, “If the dear Saviour loved 
us so much, then we must love himin return. Is it not 
so, dear father? Don’t you love him?” And then this 
little girl told what she had heard in the Sunday-school, 
how Judas had betrayed the Lord, how they had led him 
to Pilate, how the Jews had cried out “ Crucify, crucify 
him!” how the soldiers had put a crown of thorns upon 
him, mocked him, and scourged him. At that his eyes 
filled with tears, and she looked at her father. 

“Do you not love him, dear father, since he has done 
all this for you?” 

The father could hardly control his emotion. He put 
down his little girl and went out, in order to hide his 
tears. The words of his child had gone to his heart, 
Although his wife always sent the children to the Sunday- 
school, and regularly went to church herself, yet until 
then he had stayed quite far away from the influence of 
the word of God. These questions of his youngest child, 





however, were the beginning of a thorough conversion. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAG. 
[Second Quarter, 1878.] 














7. May 10.—Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream........2..0-s0-0---0008 Dan. 2: 3645 

& May 26.—The Fiery Furnace..............-------eeeeeeee--- Dan. 3: 21-27 

9. June 2.—The Handwriting on the Wall....-__.________Dan. 6 : 22-31 
10. June 9.—Daniel in the Lions’ Den -Dan. 6: 14-23 
11. June 16.—Measiah’s Kingdom _— «--.-Dan, 7: 914 
mm June %.—The Decree of CyTus......-0ceeencnesenne+ 2 Ohron. 36: 22,28 
B. June 0.—Review. 





LESSON 9, SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 1878. 
Nile: THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL 


GOLDEN TEXT: THOU ART WKIGHED IN THE BALANCES, AND ART 
FOUND WANTING.—Dan, 5: 77. 


Lesson Topic: Pride and its Overthrow. 


1. The Sin, v. 22, 28 
Outline : 2. The Sentence, ¥ 24-28 
3. The Punishment, v. 29, 30 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, May 27: Dan. 5: 22-31. Pride and its overthrow. 
Tuesday, May 28: Dan. 5:19. Feasting and fear. 
Wednesday, May 29: Dan 5: 10-21. The faithful rebuke. 
Thursday, May 30: Dan. 4: 1-18. Nebuachadnezzar’s dream. 
Friday, May 31: Dan. 4: 19-27. The dream interpreted. 
Baturday, June 1: Dan. 4: 28-37. Pride and punishment. 
Munday, June 2: Isa. 1: 10-22. The fear ef the Lerd. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Dan. 5: 22-31.) 

22. And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart, though then knewest all this; 

23. But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and theu 
and thy lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of 
brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: 
and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, hast thou not glorified: 

24. Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this 
writing was writien. 

25. And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

26, This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God bath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

27. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balanees, and art found 
wanting. 

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 
and Porsians. 

29. Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with 
seatlet, and put a chain of gold about bis neck, and made a 
proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler 
in the kingdom. 

80. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 
slain. 

81. And Darius the Mediam took the kingdom, being about 
threeseore and two years old. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Dan, 5:22. Andthou...O Belshazzar —l will 
speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will not be 
ashamed. Psa 119: 46——For John said unto him, It is not 
lawful for thee to have her. Matt, 14: 4——Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and 
elders of Israel. Acts 4: 8. 


Hast not humbied thine heart.——Anid Moses and Aaron 
eame in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord God 
ef the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refase to humble thyself before 
me? Ex. 10: 3——And humbled not himself before the Lord, as 
Manasseh his father had humbled himself. 2 Chron, 33: 23—— 
And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his God 
and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking 
from the mouth of the Lord. 2 Chron. 86: 12——We ought to 
ebey God rather than man. Acts 5: 29.——And be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth the prond, and giveth grace to the 
humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
@od, that he may exalt you in due time. 1 Peter 5 5, 6. 

Thou knowest all this.——And that servant, which knew 
his lord's will, and prepared not Aimse'f, neither did according to 
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. Luke 12: 47-——If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. John 13: 17, 
——To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth i¢ not, to him it is 
sin, James 4: 17. 

v.23. Lifted up thyself.——Thou hast indeed smitten 
Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee up. 2 Kings 14 : 10.——For 
the day of the Lord of hosts shal? be upon every one that is proud 
and lofty, and tipon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be 
brought low. Isa, 2; 12——Against whom hast thou exalted thy 
voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the holy one 
ef Israel. Isa. 37 ; 23.——Not a novice, lest being lifted up with 
pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 1 Tim. 8: 6. 

See not, nor hear, nor know.——~Their idols ore silver 





and gold, the work of men's hands. 


not; neither speak they through their throat. Psa. 115: 4-7.—— 
The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men’s 
hands, They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, 
but they see not; they have ears, but they hear not; neither is | 
there any breath in their months. Psa. 135: 15-17.——And | 
have cast their gods into the fire; for they were no gods, but the | 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone. Isa. 37 : 19——We know 
that an idol is nothing in the world. 1 Cor. 8: 4. 


In whose land thy breath is. And the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. Gen. 2 7. 
——In whose hand is the soul of every living thing and the 
breath of all mankind. Job 12: 10. Toou takest away their 
breath, they die, and return to their dust. Psa. 104 :29—— 
He that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them 
that walk therein. Isa. 42: 5 He giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things. Acts 17: 25 For in him we live, and 
move, and have our being. Acts 17: 28. 














Whose are all thy ways.—— Doth not he see all my ways, 
and count all my steps? Job 31:4——Thou eompassest my 
path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 
Psa. 189: 3-———-Man's goings are of the Lord, Prov. 20: 24-—— 
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight; 
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have todo. Heb. 4: 13. 


Hast thou not glorified.—Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified Aim not as God, neither were thankful. 
Rom. 1: 21, 

VY. 26. God hath numbered.——All the days of my 
appointed time will I wait till my changecome. Job 14: 14—— 
Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and 
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate. Isa.13:9——And this 
whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these 
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Jer. 
25: 11——Known unto God are all his works from the beginning 
of the world, Acts 15: 18. 


V. 27. Thou art weighed.——Let me be weighed in 
an even balance, that God may know mine integrity. Job 31: 6. 
——Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree 
area lie; tobe laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter 
than vanity. Psa. 62: 9——Reprocbate silver shall men call 
them, because the Lord hath rejected them. Jer. 6: 30. 


Found wan'ing.——And when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment ; 
and he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not 
having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Matt. 22: 
11, 12,——Every man’s work shall be made manifest ; for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every man’s work of what sort itis. 1 Cor. 3:13. 
v.28. Medes and Persians.———Behold, I will stir up 
the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for 
gold, they shall not delight in it. Isa. 13 : 17-——-—Go up, O Elam; 
besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease 
Isa. 21: 2.——Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; 
and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two- 
leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will go before 
thee, and make the crooked places straight; I will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron. Isa 
45: 1,2. 
V.29. Clothed Daniel.——And Pharaoh took off the ring 
from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about hisneck. Gen. 
41:42 Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, sha!l be clothed with scarlet, and have a 
ehain of gold about his neck. Dan, 5: 7. 
Vv. 30. In that night And he answered and said, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods 
he hath broken unto the ground. Isa 21:9 Make bright the 
arrows; gather the shields; the Lord hath raised up the spirit of 
the kings of the Medes; for his device is against Babylon, to 
destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance 
ef his temple. Jer. 51: 11. 














LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REY. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


Between the dates of the last lesson and this, a period of 
forty-two years intervenes (B.C. 580 538). Meanwhile Judah 
had remained in captivity at Babylon. Glimpses of the 
eaptive life are caught in such passages as Psalms 102 and 
137. Nebuchadnezzar was so impressed when he saw the 
Hebrew children delivered from the furnace, that he issued 
a characteristic decree announcing the death penalty upon 
every one who should speak anything amiss against the God 
of the Hebrews. He also promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego (chap. 3 : 28-30). 

The career of Nebuchadnezzar was magnificent. He carried 
on the most elaborate and cost!y improvements in all parts 
of his kingdom, but especially did he lavish his wealth and 
labors upon Babylon, until its g’ory surpassed that of any 
city. Toward the end of his reign, however, in punishment 
for his pride, a strange madness was sent upon him. His 
dream foreshowing this, Daniel's interpretation of the 





They have mouths, butthey are told particularly in a public announcement, or reyal 
speak not; eyes have they, but they see not; they have ears, | report to the nations, made by the restored king himself 
but they hear not; noses have they, but they smell not; they (chap. 4). 


have hands, but they handle not; feet bave they, but they walk | not unlike Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction. It must not be sup- 


A species of madness known as lycanthropy is 


posed that he was allowed to run wild at this time. He was 
doubtless confined strictly to the palace grounds, his regent, 
or perhaps his queen, meanwhile conducting the state affairs. 
One of Nebuchadnezzar’s monumental inscriptions teils in 


| somewhat vague phrases of a time when he did not do his 


usual deeds, and this is supposed to refer to this period of 

affliction. He enjoyed some years of prosperity in his old 

age and died B C. 561, at an age of over eighty years, and 

after a reign of forty three years. 

Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded by his son Evil-Mero- 

dach. Reference to his reign is found in 2 Kings 25: 27-30; 

Jer. 52: 31-34. After a reign of two years he was murdered 

and succeeded by his brother-in-law Neriglissar, who is 
supposed to be the ruler called Nergal sharezer in Jer. 39: 

3,13. His reign continued from B C. 559 556, and he built 
a great palace in Babylon. His son Laborosoarchod suc- 
ceeded him, being but a lad, and became the victim of con- 

spiracy after nine months. Nabonidus, one of the conspira- 
tors, succeeded to the throne, B.C. 555, and had a peaceful 
reign of seventeen years. Cyrus, king of Persia, then came 
against him ; and he took the field, leaving his son Belshaz- 
zar regent at Babylon. Nabonidus was soon defeated, and 
shut himself up in Borsippa, where he continued till after 
Babylon fell, when he surrendered to Cyrus, who treated 
him with marked kindness. According to this order of 
kiogs, which seems confirmed by the investigations of Raw- 
linson and others, the term “father” in Dan 5: 2, means 
ancestor; or grandfather, which relation Rawlinson thinks 
to have existed literally through the mother of Belshazzar. 
The immediate connection of the lesson is included in 
v. 1-21. Their dranken revel in a city surrounded by a 
powerful foe was a piece of reckless self-confidence. The 
seene when the handwriting appeared is graphically por- 
trayed in v.59. The queen of v. 10 was not one of Bel- 
shazzar’s wives, who were present already (v. 2). It was 
the queen -mother, probably Nebuchadnezzar’s own daughter, 
who knew the great deeds of Daniel’s earlier life (v. 10 12). 
The king's seeming ignorance of Daniel may be the result of 
thoughtlessness in his excitement. His address to Daniel 
(v. 13-16) shows knowledge of him, but this probab’y was 
their firat personal meeting. The introduction to Daniel's 
interpretation (v. 17 21) is characteristic of the man, and 
worthy of the occasion. Daniel was now at least eighty-one 
years old. 

While these scenes were transpiring in the palace, the 
invaders were taking possession of the ci'y. The walls were 
impregnable, being three hundred feet high, seventy-five 
feet thick, and forming a square of fifteen miles. The gates 
were equally strong. But Cyrus diverted the river which 
flowed through the city from its bed, and having entered its 
empty channel his soldiers found the river-gates open and 
unguarded. Thus they gained access by strategy, as foretold 
in Jer. 51: 31, and at a time of reveling, as in Jer. 51: 39. 
The foes who captured them were designated a hundred and 
seventy years before (Isa. 21: 1-9). Darius the Mede, who 
took the kingdom, was perhaps the ally and uncle of Cyrus. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY 0, H. TOY, D.D., LL.D, 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(22) And thou his son, Belshazzar, hast not humbled thy 
heart, though thou knewest all this; (23.) And against the 
lord of the heavens hast thou lifted thyself up, and the 
vessels of his house have been brought to thee, and thou 
and thou lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have been 
drinking wine in them, and thou hast praised the gods of 
silver, and gold, bronze, iron, wood and stone, which see not 
nor hear, now know, and the God in whose hand is thy 
breath, and whose are all thy ways, thou hast not glorified. 
(24) Then from him was sent the part of the hand, and this 
writing was written. (25.) And this is the writing that is 
written: Mene, Mene, Tekel, u-Parsin. (26) This is the 
interpretation of the thing: Mene: God hath numbered thy 
kingdom and finished it. (27.) Tekel: Thou art weighed 
in the balances and found wanting. (28) Peres: Thy king- 
dom is divided and given to Media and Paras. (29) Then 
commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with the 
purple and the chain of gold on his neck, and made procla- 
mation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. (30.) In that night was Belshazzar the king 
of the Chaldeans slain. (31.) And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 


NOTES, 


Verse 22.—And thou his son, Belshazzar, that is, Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s son. The word “son” is here to be taken in the 
general sense of “descendant,” or, rather, in the sense of 
“successor,” for it is not clear whether Belshazzar wa 4 
blood-relation of Nebuchadnezzar. The latter was succeeded 
by his son Avil-marduk (Evil-merodach, B C. 561-559), who 





dream, the exact fulfillment, and the king’s final restoration, 


was assassinated by his brother-in-law, Nergal-sar-ussu 
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(Neriglissar). He, afier reigning three years, left the crown | the sense “ divisions” proposed by some is without authority, 


to his infant son, Bel-labar-iskam (Laborosoarchod), who, at | 


the end of nine months, was put to death by Nabu-nahid | ("peres”), and regard it as an unusaal form of the plaral of 


(Nabonadius, Nabonnedus, Labynetus, B. C. 555.538), and | 
it was this latter who was the father of Belshazzar. So far 
as is known from any existing accounts, he was not related 

to the royal family. It is possible that (like Nergal-sar- 

ussar) he married a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar; but it 

seems more probable that, in accordance with the custom of 

the times, he called himself a descendant of the old dynasty 

in order to give popularity and stability to his throne. 

Thus Belshazzar might be styled the “son” (that is,‘ deacend- 

ant”) of Nebuchadnezzar, without being akin to him by 

blood. The name Belshazzar (properly Bel-sar-ussur) 

means: “ May Bel protect the prince (or king);’’ the most of | 
the Babylonian royal names contain the name of some deity, 

—-Nabu (Nebo), Marduk (Merodach), Assur or Bel, as many 

Hebrew proper names are made with El (God)and Jah 

(Jahwe, Jehovah) —Though (or, in view of the fact that) 

thou knewest all this, that is, the history just related in the 

preceding verses (18-21), the honor and majesty conferred 

on Nebuchadnezzar by God, and the severe infliction 

(chapter 4) sent as a punishment of his pride. It is 

assumed that Belshazzar was acquainted with these occur- 

rences, and ought to have learned their lesson. It appears 

from the words of the queen (who is supposed, without much 

probability, by some to be the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, 

and widow of Nergal-ear-ussur), in verses 10-12, that the king 

was not well acquainted with Daniel; compare 7:1; 8:1, 

2, 27, where Daniel, nevertheless, appears as a royal officer; 

the intention of our chapter is perhaps merely to say that 
the kiog was not acquainted with his skill in interpreting 
dreams and visions. It may be supposed that, though 
Daniel was a court official, Belshazzar had not heretofore 
come in contact with him. Of Daniel's movements in the 
time between Nebuchadnezzar’s recovery (chapter 4) and 
the acceseion of Darius (chapter 6), nothing is said beyond 
what is intimated in our chapter and in 8: 27. The eighth 
chapter presents him at Shushan, in Elam, some distance 
from Babylon. 

Verse 23.—Against the lord of the heavens hast thou lifted 
thyself up ; that is, thou dost haughtily insult the only true 
and supreme God by using the sacred vessels of his temple 
in thy bacchanalian carousals, and instead of him worshipest 
idols. The account of the feast is contained in verses 1-4 
of our chapter. It is not necessary to suppose that any 
special insult to the God of Israel would be intended by 
such use of the temple vessels; these may have been sent not 
simply becanse they were beautifal trophies of victory 
But this act was only a part of Belshazzar’s general per- 
sistence in idolatry.— Thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines 
(secondary wives). Belshazzar is here represented as sur- 
rounded by all the pomp of a royal court, and it is easily 
supposable (though it is not stated in any known inecription) 
that his father, Nabu-nahid, had associated him with him- 
self on the throne, and left him in charge of Babylon, while 
he himself went at the head of an army to meet Cyrus 
—Gods of silver and gold, which see not, nor hear, nor 
know; compare Isa. 44: 9-19; Jer. 10: 3-5; Psa. 115: 4-7. 
Assyrian and Babylonian images of gods were made of the 
materials here mentioned. 

Verse 24.— Then from him was sent the part of the hand, 
and this writung was written. See verses 5, 6, for the account 
of the writing. The word rendered “ psrt” means here 
“extremity ;” it is the same word that is used to describe 
Joseph's tanic (Gen. 37: 3) and Tamar's (2 Sam. 13: 18), and 
indicates that these garments were long-sleeved, or that they 
reached to the feet. In verse 5 of our chapter it is said 
that there came forth “ fingers” of a man’s hand, which is a 
more definite description of the apparition. 

Verse 25 — This is the writing that is written. The words of 
the writing are Aramaic or Syriac, and there have been many 
conjectures as to why the Babylonian soothsayers could not 
read it, since it is probable that the learned men then 
understood Aramaic (see note on 2 Chron. 32: 18, and the 
reference to 2 Kings 18: 26). The old supposition that the 
letters were written in vertical instead of horizontal lines is 
not probable; in that case the ingenious Chaldeans would, 
we should suppose, have detected the puzzle. Nor can the 
explanation be that they read the characters, but could not 
discover the interpretation; that is contrary to the state- 
ment in verse 8. It is more likely that the writing was in 
acharacter unknown to the Babylonians, but known to 
Daniel,—the old Hebrew character, for example, which was 
probably different from the Aramaic; and then the miracu- 
lous part would lie in the interpretation, for, even if the 
form and pronunciation of the words were known, their 
significance would remain an enigma to the soothsayers. 
Of the three words of the inscription, the first and second, 
mene and tekel (pronounced with the accent on the second 
syllable), are singular passive participles, and mean respec- 
tively “numbered” and “ weighed;” the third, parsin, is a 
plural, resembling in form the active participle, as which 
it would mean “ dividers,” which however, is not in keeping 


it would seem betier to follow the suggestion of verse 28 


the passive participle (peres) with the signification “ divided.” 

The choice of the plural instead of the singular is an 

example of the employment of a figure of speech common in 

the Old Testament, called paranomasia, that is, play upon 

words; the word Pursin also means “ Persians,” and is an 

allusion to the impending Persian conquest of Babylon. If 
the words had been written ‘mene, tekel, peres,” this allu- 

sion would probably have been less evident. The little 
word u means merely “ and,’’ and should be separated from 
the following word, and the initial letter p of parsin should 
be retained ; ita change into ph (a mere accident of Hebrew 
rules of euphony) in our common version, obscures the 
relation between parsin and peres. 

Verse 26.— Tis is the interpretation of the thing, or of the 
word. Mene,—“ numbered ;” that is, thy kingdom is num- 
bered, reckoned up, and so brought toan end. The term is 
repeated probably for the sake of emphasis. As the first 
word in the inscription, and as really involving the other two, 
its repetition, especially in solemn utterance, would be very 
impressive: “ numbered, numbered, weighed and divided.” 
The expression “number” represents the almighty and all- 
directing God as taking account of the Babylonian kingdom, 
assigning to it its precise period of duration, and, at the end 
of this period, bringing the kingdom to a close; the point of 
view here is that of the divine ordination of the affairs of 
all men, and of na ‘ions as well as of individuals, 


Verse 27.—Tekel,— weighed (same word as Hebrew “shekel,” 
used of a weight of money). The result announced by this 
term is the same aa that of the preceding verse, namely, the 
destruction of the Babylonian empire; but the point of 
view is different; here moral character is taken into con- 
sideration. Mene represents God merely as governor, and 
seta forth simply the termination of the kingdom's existence, 
the cutting of its thread of life; tekel representa God as 
moral governor, testing the character of kings and nations, 
weighing them in the balances of righteousness, and dealing 
with them accordingly. The same thought is expressed in 
1 Sam. 2:3: “By him actions are weighed.” The word 
thou isan address to Belshazzar personally, but we must 
suppose that he is regarded chiefly as head and representa- 
tive of the kingdom. The kingdom, including king and 
people, was found wanting, inasmuch as it had failed to 
acknowledgs and reverence the true God, and to do the 
work of righteousness and truth, which he had expected of 
it; the special reference, no doubt; is to Babylon's hostility 
to God's people Israel. A similar identification of king and 
nation is found in the symbols of the vision in chapter 7. 

Verse 28.—Peres,—‘ divided ;” that is, cut up so that it 
loses its identity asa kingdom, divided, and its parts assigned 
to other nations, given to Media and Paras, that is, Persia. 
Che Aramaic spelling ‘‘ Paras” shows better the resemblance 
of the name to “ peres,” and brings out the play on the word ; 
peres suggests the name for Persia (paras), just as parsin 
(verse 25) suggests the name for Persians (parsin). Media 
and Persia are regarded as two distinct though intimately 
associated kingdoms (see the introductory remarks in the 
leeson before the last); and Media is put first because it was 
the older and more respected. Babylon was in fact conquered 
by the combined strength of Media and Persia, and the city 
fell into the hands of a Mede (verse 31). 

Verse 29 — Then commanded Belshazzar; see verse 7.— The 
purple; the purple robe which was the drees of high officials ; 
so, in the later Byzantine Greek times, a prince who was 
born while his father was king, was called ‘‘ porphyro- 
genitus,” “ born in the purple ;” see Luke 16: 19 — The chain 
of gold on the neck was also a mark of high position; one 
ancient writer states that such golden necklaces were worn 
by Babylonian governors.— The third ruler in the kingdom. 
This may mean that he was to be next to the king (Nabuna- 
hid, then absent from Babylon), and the king’s son Bel- 
‘shezzar, or, perhaps more probably, next after the king 
Belsbazzar and the chief minister, Belshazzar being regarded 
as actual king of Babylon. 


Verse 30.—in thet night was Belshazzar the king of the 
Chaldeans slain. The Persian Cyrus, after having gotten 
control of Media, and conquered Asia Minor, Baetriana, and 
ail the surrounding countries, directed his march against the 
only empire that remained to oppose him, Babylon. Crossing 
the Tigris, he encountered King Nabunahid (who had left 
his capital in charge of his son Belshazzar), defeated him, 
shut him up in Barsip (Borsippa), and advanced to the great 
city Babylon. This might have long defied his arms, but he 
turned aside by canals the waters of the Euphrates, which 
flowed through the city, took advantage of a night when the 
inhabitants held a festival, and gave themselves up to care- 
less joy and revelry, passed by the bed of the river under the 
walls, and by morning was complete master of the city; in 
that night wa: King Belshazzar slain (B.C. 538). King 
Nabunahid soon after surrendered to the conqueror, and 
Babylon became @ province of the Persian empire. In this 


of the nation (as in the book of Jeremiah) ; elsewhere in the 

book of Daniel (chapter 1:4 is not really an exception) it 

means @ class of soothsayers. 

Verse 31.—This verse properly belongs to the next chap- 

ter, where it stands in the Hebrew. And Darius the Mede 

received the kingdom, being about siaty-two years old. As has 

a'raady been remarked (in the notes on the lesson before the 

last) the Median kingdom appears in the book of Daniel as 
distinct from (though closely connected with) the Persian, 

and “ Darius the Mede" is represented as an independent 
king ; this is evident from the way in which he is spoken of 
in chapter 6, from the notices in chapter 9: 1, and ezpecially 
from the destinction made between him and Cyrus in chapter 
6 : 28 (29 in the Hebrew), where Cyrus seems to be spoken 
of as succeeding him. At the same time he is here said to 

have received the kingdom, and in chapter 9: 1 to have been 
“made king over the realm of the Chaldeans.” Putting these 
statements together, we should naturally conclude that 
Darius was invested (probably by Cyrus) with the sovereignty 
of Babylonia, and was nevertheless looked on as constituting 
or continuing a separate Median dynasty. He has not been 
identified with any personage mentioned by the Greek writers 
or in the Persian inscriptions. His age, sizty-two years, 
makes it impossible to regard him as the same with Cyrus's 
grandfather Astyazes ; there is no satisfactory evidence of the 
existence of a son of Astyages called Cyaxares II.; and the 
safest supposition seems to be that Darius was some Median 
nobleman or prince, whom, for policy's sake, Cyrus made 
king of Babylon, and who might therefore be regarded as 
continuing the Median dynasty. He is apparently repre- 
sented as occupying the throne for about two years, at the 
end of which time Cyrus himself assumed the reins of 
government. In this way we can understand how he could 
here be spoken of as an independent king. and yet remain 
unnoticed by the Greek historians. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, OLAY TRUMBULL, 


Thou .. . hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven 
(v. 22, 23). He who determines to have his own way in life 
intends to have it in spite of God’s commandments or plans, 
It isn’t in all cases, that he wants to fight God; but he pro- 
poses to go right on in his own course, and whoever stands in 
his way must take the consequences. If as a child he 
is disobedient to his parents, he knows that God is back ot 
his parents, and has commanded him to obey them. In 
lifting himself up against his parents, he lifts himself up 
against the Lord, and practically defies the power of the 
Almighty. So it is with the young man who chooses a life 
of sin, or who goes into a@ vile business, hoping to make 
money out of the misfortunes of others, Soit is with the 
man of any age who consents to be dishonest, or untruthful, 
orimpure. The gambler, the lottery-dealer, the rumeeller, 
the time-serving politician, the swindler, the betrayer of 
trusts, the seducer,—lifts himself up against the Lord of 
heaven, and hopes somshow to attain his end in spite of 
omnipotence. And all this in face of the experience of the 
ages showing that God is never resisted successfully. 

Thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, tron, 
wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know (vy. 23), 
Men will have confidence in something. If they don't trust 
the Lord, they will trust luck, or skill, or shrewdness, or hard 
cash. If they don’t value and rest on the promises of the 
Lord, they will feel secure while they have money in the 
bank, or hold real estate, or have stock in a great railroad 
company or manufacturing concern, or are partners in & 
prosperous business. Yet banks have broken, and real 
estate has shrunk in value, and railroad and manufacturing 
stocks have become suddenly worthless, and a hopeful busi- 
ness has all at once collapsed, while no promise of God ever 
has failed or ever will fail to the feeblest of his children. 
The hope of a young man for his earthly future is not that 
his father is rich, or that he has a college training, or that 
he is brilliant, or shrewd, or lucky. The hope of a mother 
for her children must not rest on the fact that their 
father will be spared to them, or that they arein the most 
delightful of neighborhoods: the hope of any person for the 
life that now is, cannot safely depend on the treasures or 
the friendships of earth. The only hope which will surely 
abide is that which rests on God and his promises, instead 
of on the things or the beings of God’s creation. 


The God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, hast thou not glorified? All that we have or 
are, is from the Lord. He made us for his own glory. 
He is honored when we fill our places and do our work 
according to his plans for us; and he is doubly honored 
when we openly recognize and declare our dependence 
upon him in all things. ‘“ Man’s chief end is to glorify God, 
and to enjoy him forever;” and man can never have so 
much enjoyment as in glorifying God. He who fights God 
has a hard time in the world. He who refuses to obey and 
to praise Gd has a weary time, and his life is at the best a 








With the passive sense of the other words: and therefore, as 





verse, and in chapter 9: 1, the word Chaldeans is the name 


fauure. He who counts himself God’s child and @od’s 















































































































— 



















































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XX., No. 20. 








representative, and faithfully lives to God’s glory, has a 
life of enjoyment and honor. Yet there are many who have 
no wish to glorify God, no thought of doing so. They have 
no sense of special obligation to God They live because 
they take care of themselyee. They have property because 
they made it, or because others left it to them. They expect 
to get on in the world because they are that sort of 
people. They glorify their ability, or their family stock, or 
their possessions—almost anything except God. Through 
the pride of their countenance they will not seek after God: 
God is not in all their thoughts, neither will they glorify 
God. 

God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it (v. 26). 
A sinner may goin without hindrance in his evil courses, 
until it seems as though he were to have his own way 
indefinitely. He may cheat and rob and betray and blas- 
pheme, as though he were an absolute monarch in his sphere 
He may boast, and the world may wonder : but God is foot- 
ing up the figures of that sinner’s account every day; and 
when God sees that there is quite enough of this thing, the 
account is instantly closed, and that sinner’s petty rule is at 
anend. God-has numbered his kingdom and finished it. 
Because a man seems to have his own way to-day, it is no 
sign that he will seem to have his own way to-morrow. 


Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting 
(v. 27). Every man is in the balances all thetime. His 
words, and his actions, and himself are being accurately 
weighed hcur by hour. And the record of his true weight is 
being compared with the record of his claims. It is of 
no use for him to pretend that his weight is greater than it 
really is. The register of the scale beam tells the truth, 
whether he does or not. One may profess to be very faith- 
ful as a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a friend, a teacher, 
a pastor, a citizen, a neighbor, an employer, or aclerk. His 
professions are tested by the balances in which God insists 
that he shall stand continually. If he is short of weight, it 
will be made known. If he is wanting‘in real value, he will 
be found wanting. Are you willing to be fairly weighed? 
You are bound to be, whether you like it or not. 

Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Per- 
sians (v. 28). Not only must the sinner give up his rule and 
his possessions at the call of God; but he cannot say who 1s 
to take them when he is through withthem. He may make 
his will, and declare that his son, or his partner, or his other 
successor, shall baye all that he leaves behind him; but 
unless his will accords with God's will it amounts to but 
little. A great many fortunes, which have been gathered 
carefully to descend to a favorite son, have been divided at 
the rich man’s death, and given to the lawyers, or to unlooked- 
for claimants. When God bids power to remain unshaken, 
or a fortune to be preserved, or influence to continue 
unbroken, there is no danger of its weakening from any 
cause. But when (od says that it must yield or be divided, 
it is not possible for it to remain intact. 

In that night was Belshazzar . . « slain (v. 30). It is per- 
haps when thesinner’s power seems strongest that he is nearest 
to utter ruin. It often is just when an evil-doer is at the 
pinnacle of his earthly ambition that he totters and falls 
irrecoverably. We need never suppose that one who defies 
God is to have a long career in unbridled license, because 
there are yet no signs of his downfall. In the very night 
when he is most profane and defiant in his inglorious boast- 
ing over his success in wrong-doing he is stricken with 
sudden disaster, or disgrace, or disease, or death. God is left 
out of account, when one says confidently, ‘For this one 
night I am free from danger of detection in evil, or of 
punishment for my sin.” 





Note —A valuable contribution from Professor J. A. 
Paine, on Daniel as Third Ruler, will be found on the second 
page. An article by Dean Stanley, on the fall of Babylon, 
appears in the Wor h Repeating column.—TuE Epiror. 





FRUITLESS CONVICTIONS OF SIN. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


Washington Allston spent more than twelve years 
attempting to paint the scene of Belshazzar’s feast, and 
then left his work unfinished. It is said that the chief 
difficulty which the artisi’s genius could not overcome, 
was that of depicting the despair of the doomed king. 
Well it might be so, for it was the despair of a lost soul 
brought suddenly face to face with the retributive judg- 
ment of God, written by a mysterious hand from another 


world, What art can portray it in the look of a human | 


face ? 

This Chaldean monarch is one of the few individual 
cases mentioned in the Scriptures, of men whose damna- 
tion in eternity is made morally certain. Rarely, even 
in the case of a very wicked man, does the inspired writer 
life the veil from individual destiny, and assure us that 
it is fatal. But in this instance there can scarcely 
be room for doubt. The implications of doom are 








overwhelming. Belshazzar had been long familiar with 
a knowledge of the true God. He had had miraculous 
evidences of it in the experience of his father. “Thou 
knewest all this” is the faithful reminder which the 
prophet gives him. Yet he had persisted in a life and 
reign of extreme and unblushing guilt, “ O Belshazzar, 
thou hast not humbled thine heart; but hast lifted up 
thyself against the Lord of heaven.” Then appeared the 
fearful writing on the wall, the purport of which is too 
plain to admit of doubt, That night the king was sum- 
moned to the bar of God. 


This may be fairly assumed, therefore, as a case of clear 
and prolonged conviction of sin which did not result in 
the soul's salvation. Who of us has the heart to follow 
the doomed monarch beyond the scenes of that awful 
night? Let us draw the veil over that unwritten and 
unutterable future, and turn to a class of men whose 
experience on the subject of religion is not dissimilar, so 
far as this,—that they have long known the truth, have 
long felt themselves to be sinners before God, yet they 
stop just there, with the acknowledged sense of sin often 
lying a8 @ wearisome weight on their souls, and never 
relieved by repentance and the consciousness of peace 
with God. If they were to be suddenly called into God’s 
presence with hearts unchanged, as the Chaldean king 
was, the verdict of the mysterious hand would be the 
same: “Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.” 

One young man I once knew, in whose mind these very 
words rested for months as the summing up of his own 
character and destiny: “ Weighed, and found wanting ”"— 
the words were like a live coal upon his eyeballs. Wher- 
ever he looked he saw them. They glared upon him 
from the walls of his chamber. All faith, all hope, were 
buried in them. Outwardly he lived like other men. 
Few knew the dull nightmare of conscious and despair- 
ing guilt in which he hved. Yet rarely was he conscious 
of an hour when Ae did not feel it, resting like a pall over 
the joys of this world, and foreshadowing in silent 
prophecy his doom in another. He represented a class 
of men who are not few, who suffer for years under hope- 
less and fruitless convictions of sin. 

There are certain truths which one who is living in the 
state of mind here described needs especially to consider. 


1, One is that the suffering which accompanies hopeless 
conviction of sin is no more than a sinner deserves. 
Hopeless consciousness of sin is remorse; and remorse is 
the natural vengeance of sin upon asinner. It is legiti- 
mate; it is just, We are never wronged in the vengeance 
of remorse. God has not wronged us in making us sus- 
ceptible of such suffering; conscience does not wrong us 
in inflicting it; the holy universe does not wrong us in 
approving it. 

We have no reason to compassionate ourselves as if we 
were only unfortunates in the gloom of hopeless guilt. 
That is an enervating state of mind in which a convicted 
sinner pities himself because he feels that he is a sufferer. 
Conviction must probe our souls deeper than that. We 
must condemn ourselves and justify God, even if he should 
leave us in that furnace of burning remorse through 
eternity. Never a man of us will truly accept Christ as a 
Saviour, who does not so feel his own guilt as to drop the 
sense of injury, and justify God in his condemnation. 
“Eternal sin deserves eternal woe,”—until we feel this in 
our inmost being we have no adequate sense of what sin 
is, no adequate sense, therefore, of our need of Christ; 
and we accept Christ never but as a necessity. 

One man lived in such an overwhelming consciousness 
of ill-desert that, when death approached, he wrote to a 
friend: “ Let me beg of you, as you value yourold friend, 
not to suffer any pomp to be used at my funeral, nor any 
monumental inscription to mark where I am laid. Lay 
me quietly in the earth ; place a sun-dial over my grave; 
and let me be forgotten.” Yet that man was John Howard. 
The best of men feel most profoundly the conviction of 
ill-desert as a part of the conviction of sin. Until a sinner 
feels this, he cannot feel that Christ is a necessity to him; 
and there is no peace for him. 


2. Yet one who suffers under unavailing convictions 
should see that it is no proper effect of religion to produce 








such convictions. Oa no subject do we confound causes 
and effects more egregiously than on this. We charge 
upon religion the misery which arises from the want of it. 
The legitimate tendency of piety in the soul is all benig- 
nant. The fruit of the Spirit—what is it? Love, joy, 


| peace, Glad tidings of great joy, this is the gospel. It is 


a volume of benedictions. 

Elementary truths are these; yet the sense of guilt often 
crowds them out of sight. A sinner feels the throes of 
remorse, and says within himself: “This is the fruit of 
religion.” His former gayety he contrasts with his present 


misery, and he reflects, “ This is what religion does for a 
man.” The world looks upon the change in him, and says, 
“ See the working of your religion: it is a sour-faced busi- 
ness!” Not so—not so. There is no religion in suffering 
as such. There is no religion in fear, in conviction of 
guilt, in self-reproach, in forebodings of hell. A prolonged 
endurance of these is no necessary preliminary to the 
peace of a forgiven soul. Some converted men have never 
experienced them in protracted or despairing agony. 


Says Dr. Chalmers: “I cannot say of myself that I ever 
felt a state of mind corresponding to John Bunyan’s 
‘Slough of Despond.’ What am I toinfer from this? 
That I have not yet surmounted the impassable barrier 
that stands between me and the gate of life? So one 
would suppose from John Bunyan. SoI would suppose 
myself, were it not for the assurance of the Saviour: 
‘He that believeth in me, though he were dead yet shall 
he live.’ This is my firm hold, and I will not let it go.” 

No, there are no grooves in which the experience 
anterior to the joy of pardon must run long and gloomily, 
as through an unlighted tunnel. The tumultuous conflicts 
which some endure, at a certain crisis of their religious 
history, are the conflicts of sin—not with sin, but of sin. 
They are the sheer obstinacy of guilt resisting its own 
condemnation by the just mind of God. They are the 
death-struggle of sin, prolonged only so long as the sinner 
withholds himself from Christ. In the rapids of a cataract, 
the bare struggle to stand still may strain the muscles to 
agony. So, in the midst of convictions of guilt, and the 
strivings of the Holy Spirit, a sinner’s sheer effort to 
remain a sinner may wrench all joy out of him. 

3. A third truth which should command the faith of one 
who endures ineffectual convictions of sin, is that God is a 
sinner’s friend. It seems irreverent to affirm this, as if a 
doubt of it were conceivable, Yet, towards no other one 
truth is the human heart so faithless. The instinct of sin 
is to look upon God, as not only the enemy of sin, but the 
enemy of the sinner as well. 

Under Christian light, right here beneath the meridian 
of Christian illumination, men do not know God as their 
friend. “May I love God?” was the trembling and 
faithless query of one penitent believer. When sin dawns 
upon the sinner’s conscience as a reality, it starts up the 
thought of God as an enemy. We are apt to count that 
man our enemy to whom we are enemies. Nature says: 
“ He will injure me whom I have injured.” Sin is twin 
brother to Hate. 

Said an injured man at the capital of our country, 
justifying himself for taking the life of his enemy: “ He 
wronged me in that one thing in which no man ever 
forgives his fellow. He and I cannot live on the same 
globe together.” So it is human nature to reason about 
God. “He is my enemy because I am his.” The world 
seems to be losing its youth, and growing old before its 
time in the struggle of the ages to rid itself of this satanic 
conception of God. That there is one Being in the 
universe who, with no taint in his ineffable purity, can 
look down upon this world with mild, pitying, forgiving 
eyes—this one thought of God in Christ is the conception 
of him against which guilt has been contending for six 
thousand years. 

One who suffers under prolonged and abortive con- 
victions of sin should therefore admit this faith to his 
heart,—that God is asinner's friend. Not merely that 
Christ is his friend. A strange and murky distortion 
sometimes gets possession of us. It is that somehow God 
and Christ are not at one in friendliness to the guilty. 
The idea does not define itself sharply. If it did, a man’s 
good sense would reject it. But if defined, it would be 
something like this,—that while Christ desires to save 
men, back of his atoning work there stands a frowning 
and relentless Deity who is averse to the whole procedure 
by which a sinner escapes eternal woe. God as such is 
eager to damn a sinner. The necessities of his holy 
nature are such that he enjoys the outpouring of his 
wrath in eternal fires. God as such therefore is the 
sinner’s enemy. In the blackness of darkness which over- 
whelms a despairing soul, these two conceptions of God 
as love, and God asa consuming fire, often wrestle like 
masked and mufiled combatants. 

But the power which conquers guilt is the omnipotence of 
love. Let it be repeated and reiterated therefore—God 
is the sinner’s friend. Throw open the windows to the 
light of heaven. Let the glory of God stream in from 
golden skies! The whole Godhead is the sinner’s friend. 
“TI will rejoice to do them good with my who/e heart and 
with my whole soul.” There is no Nemesis crouching 
with malign cunning behind the cross. God is never 
more the sinner’s friend than in the very quickening of 
conscience which he resists, 





It has been said that, in such a world as this, “a man 
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may have too much love to weep.” So in the appalling 
extremity to which sin has reduced mankind, God has too 
much love to beguile them with a maudlin kindness 
which would not pain them, by a disclosure of their guilt 
to their own souls. God is intent on their salvation, not 
go much from suffering as from sin. Sin is the maelstrom 
which sucks into its vortex all joy, all peace, all hope. 
God strains the resources of his wisdom and his power to 
rescue men from eternal guilt. He condescends to enter 
into conflict with them to save them from themselves. 
Such is his faithful, his enduring, his long-suffering, his over- 
whelming friendship. His indeed is love which many 
waters cannot quench nor floods drown. George Fox 
describes his own discovery of this truth in language 
which portrays the experience of all who are enlightened 
by the grace of God. He says, “I saw that there was an 
ocean of darkness and death. But an infinite ocean of 
light and love flowed over the ocean of darkness. And in 
that I saw the infinite love of God.” 

At some point in our mental history, if we are ever to 
be saved, we must let into our souls that mighty and 
swelling flood of benignity which God has poured forth in 
this work for our deliverance from guilt, and in which the 
whole heart of the Godhead has been expressed. Said one, 
reflecting upon the disclosures of Godin nature: “ Flowers 
surely are smiles of God’s goodness.” ‘“ Yes,” said 
his friend with a deeper insight, “yes, but the fairest 
flower I ever saw climbing around a poor man’s window 
was never so beautiful in my eyes as the Bible which I 
saw lying within. So should we look at the goodness of 
God, as it is seen in the revelation of the brightness of the 
Father’s glory. Nowhere else do we feel as we do here, 
that God is a sinner’s friend. 


4, Again, one who labors under fruitless convictions 
needs to see that the chief obstacle to his salvation is not 
the want of a more perfect understinding of the theory 
of conversion. This suggests a peculiar delusion under 
which men often suffer, when convinced of sin without 
repentance. We are apt to fancy, in such a state, that 
we should be saved more easily if we understood the pro- 
cess more philosophically. Our work would be more prac- 
ticable, if we could see into God's work more cunningly. 

If we could lift the curtain that hides the decrees of 
God; if we could discover how prayer can affect the 
decree concerning our salvation, which was fixed before 
we had souls to save; if we could solve the riddle of 
impenitent prayer; if we could satisfy reason as to the 
responsibility of a sinner whose heart God has hardened in 
some sense, as he did Pharaoh’s; in brief, if the tangled 
knot of the divine and the human in one, which is laced 
most inseparably in the doctrine of conversion, could be 
untwisted, and its filaments straightened out side by side,— 
we cannot resist the feeling that we should breathe more 
freely, and look heavenward more hopefully. 


The point I would emphasize, therefore, is that the 
chief obstruction to a man’s salvation never lies in any 
such difficulty as this. A sinner needs to admit this and 
to feel it. It may be that even a legitimate interest in 
the theory of religion—that is, an interest right enough 
in itself, and at some time and for some minds impor- 
tant—is not timely to your mind now and here. Some 
minds need, for their healthy and practical working in 
religious matters, a reduction of speculative tone. Reli- 
gious speculation often reaches a condition like that which 
medical science calls “ sub-acute inflammation.” It needs 
to be reduced to leas feverish inquiry. 

The Rev. John Foster, of Bristol, was probably, by 
nature, one of the most skeptical men ever led to accept 
Christ as a Saviour. It was a long stride towards 
the salvation of such a soul as hie, when he was led to 
say, a8 he did at last, after long despair, “I have felt the 
necessity of dismissing subtle speculations, and of yielding 
a humble, cordial aesent to mysterious truth, just as and 
because the Scriptures declare it, without asking ‘How 
can these things be?’ The gospel is to me a matter of 
urgent necessity. I come to Jesus because I need pardon.” 
So must every sinner come. Not beguiled by thesolution of 
difficulties, byt driven by a sense of necessities, The 
Vast mejority of us never come im any other way. 

». The chief obstacle to the termination of fruitless 
Convictions in peace with God is to be found in some plain 
Practical affair ef character and real life. No feeling, 
I think, is more common among those who have found 
peace in Christ, after protracted and remorseful conflict, 
a rm feeling of surprise that they have been kept aloof 

m.Christ so long. They have been looking up into the 
ene struggling with aching eyes to see visions; or have 
RE their thoughts upon themselves, straining to 
ae elr own eyeballs, while the real obstacle to their 
an rsion has been in plain sight at their feet, A little 
58 perhaps ; a trifling thing, as they now regard it; in 


comparison with Christ, a contemptible thing, They are | 
humiliated at the discovery that so mean a thing has had | 
power to hold them back from the wide-open gates of | 
Heaven. It seems to them, in the retrospect, like some | 
invisible and malignant magic in the air, 

I have seen a diseased man fascinated by a piece of mag- 
netized iron, not so large as my hand. He would gaze 
upon itas if, likeaserpent, ithadcharmed him. He would | 
follow it from room to room, in agony lest it should pass 
out of his sight. He would chase it in the street, and lie 
down and grovel in the dust where it was thrown. He 
seemed as if his spirit had in part passed out of him and 
had entered that magnet. 

Thus demented do converted men sometimes seem to 
themselves to have been, when they look back over the 
unseen line which separates them from their impenitent 
life, and see what a paltry thing it was which held them 
so long transfixed in those fruitless convictions, while a 
crucified Saviour was pleading with them and dying for 
them, within reach of their hand. Such has been the 
experience of thousands, and doubtless will be of thousands 
more, 

The charms by which the sorcery of sin thus bewitches 
men are very numerous, and diverse in character. In one 
man it is a distrust of God’s willingness to save, or if to 
save, tosave him. In another, it is an unwillingness to 
own the simplicity of God’s methods of salvation. In an- 
other it is a desire for a gorgeous experience like that of 
exceptional Christian memoirs. In the vast majority, 
however, it is not in any conceptions cherished about the 
way of salvation, but in something altogether more tangible 
and earthly. The whole truth is that the man doves some- 
thing more than God. In one it is his property; in 
another, his reputation; in another, his ease; in another 
his literary tastes; in another, an unchristian employ- 
ment, or habit, or association, which he feels to be at war 
with an earnest Christian life. He foresees that if he 
becomes a Christian, that must be given up. In some it 
is an unwillingness publicly to profess religion, to per- 
form certain public or social religious duties, to encounter 
the ridicule of companions, or to forgive an injury which 
rankles in the heart. 


Some such very simple thing is the citadel in which the 
forces of guilty resolve entrench themselves. That is the 
secret reason why the soul is benighted in impotent con- 
victions. Yet what a meanness of spirit does it seem to 
have indicated when the soul comes out into the liberty of 
Christ, to have shut itself up in that prison-house of 
remorse so long, and for such a thing | 

I have somewhere read of an obscure Scotch woman 
whom Dr. Chalmers, as the story ran, was once sum- 
moned at midnight to attend in her last hours. She had 
lived for many years in sterile conviction of her sinfulness. 
Her anguish at last threatened her reason. ‘“ Weighed in 
the balances, and found wanting!” This was the burden 


she was carrying into eternity. With that kindly sym- 


pathy and tact for which: Chalmers was noted in his min- 
istrations to the ignorant, he sat down by her side, heard 
the story of her life, now and then aiding her to state her 
own case, for he knew it better than she did; and at 
length, when she had been calmed by the expression of 
her burden, he pointed out to her the one simple thing 
which he conjectured to have been the thing that had 
withheld her from Christ. The profoundest doctrine of our 
theology he told her as a simple story in her own lowland 
dialect, and then told her, in the same rude speech of her 
childhood, that she must give up that thing for Christ’s 
sake. The heavy-laden one, who had borne her infirmity 
for many years, and could in no wise lift up herself, 
looked up and said, but half believing: “And is that 
a’?” It was as if the Lord himself had laid his band 
upon her. Immediately she was made straight, and glori- 
fied God. 

So, many a penitent believer at the last recalls his bond- 
age in sin, and exclaims: “ Is that all that kept me so 
long away from Christ?” 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 

Review by questions upon the last three lessons, so that the 
children may have a continuous idea of the story of Daniel’s 
life, and also of the captivity of the people of Judah, that 
they may understand the connection between these and 
future lessons. Who was the great king of Babylon when 
the people of Judah were taken captive? What four people 
among those carried away have we learned most about? 
Why were: they selected from all the rest? Which one pur- 
posed in his heart not to defile himself ? 

To whom was Daniel always faithful? What did God give 
to those four young men? Which one was able to tell 











Nebuchednezgar’s dream? When Daniel and his friends 


needed wisdom, how did they seek it? What honors were 

iven to them all when Daniel told the king’s dream? Why 
were the three men cast into the fiery furnace? What was 
our golden text which they told the king before they were 
cast in? How were they delivered? 

Daniel had grown to be an old man at the time of thie 
lesson ; the king of Babylon was named Belshazzar, though 
his father was king too, but left this son to reign in the 
great city. 

This lesson is the story of a night. Belshazzar had made @ 
great feast; perhaps a festival which they kept for their 
gods, but he had invited to his palace a thousand of his 
lords, and great men and their wives, and many gay and 
wicked women; they were feasting and dancing, and the 
king drank wine with his lords. It was a strange time to 
havea feast, for outside the walls were great camps of soldiers, 
and another king and two great armies waiting to get into 
Babylon. Belshazzar was not afraid; he thought they had 
enough food to last many years, and inside the walls there 
were great fields and gardens where they could plant and 
raise crops, and feed all their cattle. They feasted and drank 
their wine. Belshazzar was not wise when he was sober; he 
tasted the wine, and it stole away what little sense of 
right he had before. He remembered some gold cups and 
spoons and bowls that Nebuchadnezzar, his grandfather, had 
brought away from the temple in Jerusalem. 


What had they been used for in Jerusalem? Nebuchad- 
nezzar had put them in the temple of his idol god in Babylon. 
Belshazzar sent for them; he and his company drank from 
them as they crowded round his tables, and praised the gods 
of gold and silver, brass, wood, and stone. 

The feast went noisily on ; suddenly the king turned pale, 
he trembled and shook with fear. They looked at his face, 
and then around to see what had shocked him so. In the 
bright light, high up on the smooth plastered wall, a hand 
was slowly moving; silent fingers were writing strange 
words, which all could see, but none could read. 

What did it mean? Belshazzar sent for the wise men; he 
offered rewards. ‘“ Whoever will read it shall wear a robe 
like the king's, a chain of gold round his neck, and be the 
third ruler of the kingdom.” 

The wise men could not read it; the king’s face was atill 
troubled ; the music and joy changed to fear and confusion. 
There was one in the palace wiser than the rest; away im 
some of the rooms was the old queen-mother. She heard and 
came into the hall ; she remembered that when she was young, 
and Nebuchadnezzar was king, a young man from among 
the captives told dreams truly, and that he had always been 
faithful and wise. ‘Send for Daniel,” she accordingly said 
to the hing. 

Daniel was called, and brought in before Belshazzar. What. 
other king and what other time do you suppose he was 
reminded of? Belshazzar said, “ Read me the writing and 
tell me the meaning, and you shall be clothed in scarlet, and 
wear a chain of gold, and be the third ruler of the kingdom.”’ 
What did brave, faithful Daniel care for his red robes and 
gold chains? but he was glad to honor his God and tell the 
meaning of the strange words written to reprove the king's 
sin. He was not afraid to tell him how proud Nebuchad- 
nezzar had been, and how he was punished for his pride, and. 
then to show him his sins, even though he knew before, all 
Nebuchadnezzar’s punishment. Daniel told him four ways 
in which he had done wickedly. (For older classes these 
sins may each be specified and dwelt upon, how we may 
commit similar sins; but, with little ones, do not attempt too 
much). Thou hast not humbled thine heart (Pride). 
Lifted thyself against the Lord (Presumption). 
in the vessels of his house (Profanity). Praised gods of 
gold, silver, wood, and stone (ZJolatry). In all this he had 
not glorified the God who gave him every breath, and it was 
his hand had sent the writing on the wall. 

There were three strange words, and the first one written 
over twice. This is what they meant, Numbered, Weighed, 
Dwided. God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. 
That last night’s wickedness was the end of Belshazzar's 
reign ; they had been all counted over, the years and months 
and days all numbered, and the end had come, 

The meaning of the second word is our golden text. God, 
who can read every thought, who never makes a mistake, 
had weighed or measured the life and heart of Belshazzar. 
What good had he ever done? What wickedness had he 
been guilty of? What had he ever done to obey and glorify 
God who made him, and gave him all he had, gold and silver, 
greatness and power, and. nothing given back to God: he 
was weighed in God’s sight, and found wanting 

Divided: Belshazzar’s great kingdom was to be divided 
between two other great nations; for the king was outside 
the gate witk two armies, the soldiers of two nations. 

Daniel had answered the king. ~H.s last order was to put 
on him thescarlet robe and the gold chain, and have it cried 
out that he was the third ruler of the kingdom,—not the 
second, for probably there were two kings already. That 
very night every word of the writing. was true, the kingdom 
ended; the king’s poor frightened soul, empty and wanting, 
was called to appear before God; the kingdom conquered, 
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divided, and a new king on the throne. All night the 
soldiers were busy, while noise and drunkenness went on in | 
the palace and the houses. The besntifal river that ran 
through their city sometimes overflowed, and so Nebuchad- 
nezzar had dug a deep canal and made many water-gates, 
that the water of the river could be turned off into another 
channel, and gointo a lake many miles away. 

The king outside knew this, and had been preparing his 
plans; aod in the night had his soldiers turn off the water 
into this great lake,—for in the excitement and rejoicing in 
the city the watchmen were not faithful at the water-gates ; 
the army marched in through the bed of the river, Babylon 
was taken, the king killed, all just as Isaiah and Jeremiah 
had written long before. 

Was this writing on the wall meant only for Belshazzar 
and hie company? The thoughtful teacher will need no hint 
to make practical the words numbered, weighed, divided 
Make it very plain that while every day is numbered and 
every action weighed by a just God, no life could stand the 
test without Christ; with his redeeming love in the scale, we 
are safe. Teach, as ® prayer, Psa. 90: 12. 
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ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


This lesson is rich in matters that may be illustrated by 
references to Bible lands; but most of them are necessarily 
touched upon in the other departments of the lesson helps, 
and it wili not do to be too prolix about them here. 

The use of vessels of silver and gold in the worship of 
other gods was different from that of the vessels of Jehovah. 
It was not necessarily a sin of profanation in Belshazzar's 
eyes to handle and drink wine from vessels sacred to the 
gods: that might be done in their honor. Indeed, at all 
their banquets the heathen gods were recognized in some 
shape or other; now by a libation, now by and in the whole 
banquet iteelf. The worship of several of the gods consisted 
in unbridled license and indulgence, with often the most 
beastly orgies. Had Belshazzar been a Jew, the profana- 
tion would have been manifest and horrible to himself and 
his guests. The impiety coosisted in a presumptuous lifting 
up of himself against the God of a conquered people, who 
must, therefore, be less powerful than the gods he and his 
people worshiped. Hus sin was aggravated by his knowl- 
edge of Nebuchadnezzar’s hard lessons. He presaumptuously 
mocked at the God of heaven. 

The gods whom Belshazzar did praise and exalt above 
Jehovah were chiefly the following, as we learn from an 
inscription of Shalmaneser : 








Anu, king of heavenly and earthly archangels, king of the world; 

Bel, father of gods, creator ; 

Hea, king of ocean, who fixes destinies, king of wisdom and 
knowledge ; 

Sin [moon-god], lord of crowns, most lofty in brightness ; 

Bin, the warrior. lord of fertilizing canals ; 

Samas (sun-god], judge of heaven and earth; 

Marudik, master of decisions among the gods, lord of birth ; 

Adar-Samdan, the powerfal, warrior among the warrior-gods. 

Nergal, the giant, king of battles; 

Nebo, who carries the supreme sceptre; 

Belith, wife of Bel, mother of the great gods; 

Ishtar, eldest [daughter] of heaven and earth, who exalts the 
face of warriors,” 

As far as concerns the writing on the wall, the word for 
‘written’ in verses 24, 25, means marked out, denoted, or 
even symbolized. That seems as if it were not the ordinary 
style of writing, which then, for public purposes at least, 
was the cuneiform, The cuneiform might, indeed, present 
difficuities which would puzzle aecribe: tablets still exist 
explaining portions of their alphabet (syllabary) in simpler 
forms. There is evidence in the inscriptions that now and 
then a ecribe would forget the meaning of acharacter. It 
is rema:ked by one of the eminent Assyriologists in England 
that “the task of learning the whole of it [the syllabary] 
proved too severe for the ordinary man, and when Assur- 
bani-pal wished to give some sort of education to the mass 
of the people, and enable the foreigners at his court to read 
a writing toe knowledge of which had hitherto been con- 
fined to the privileged few, he was obliged to have syliaba- 
ries compiled, which have done more to give us an insight 


| been generally unintelligible; bat it is a better grounded 


into the nature of Assyrian writing than years of patient 
labor could have done. The king tells us that ‘ Nebo and 
Tasmit hed made large his ears, and given sight to his eyes,’ 
8o that he caused the old learning of Accad, and the sylla- 
baria that explain it, to be written down and stored ‘in the 
midst of the palace for the inspection of’ his ‘ people;’ and 
the final words, ‘of my people,’ are very noticeable.” 

The writing, then, might have been in cuneiform, and 


conjecture that it was in unknown symbols, or such as would 
not be recognized till explained by one who knew them. 
Why Bolshazzar proclaimed Daniel third ruler in the 
kingdom instead of second, is now pretty generally under- 
stood. Nabonidus, the actual king under whom Belshazzar 
was regent, has lefs some inscriptions that bear date B C. 
555.538, about. Oae long inscription, known only as a 
fragment, tells us that he had an ae:ive and laborious reign. 
He carefully hunted up the ancient Chaldean traditions, 
and has left them in permanent form for us; some of them 
going back almost to the very foundation of the Assyrian 
empire. The following inrcription of his occurs upon a 
poly gonal barrel of terra-cotta, found in 1854, by Mr. Taylor, 
the English vice-consul at Bosrah. It was found at Mogheir, 
with three duplicates, all of which are in the British Museum. 
The inscription reads: 


“ Nabonidus, kingof Babylon, restorer of Bit-Saggatu and 
of Bu.t-Z.da, adorer of the great gods,amI. The temple of 
the king, the enclosures of Bit-iz of the great goddess, is 
situate at Calneh. The king Orcham formerly commenced 
the building, but he did not finish it. H's son, Ilgi, achieyed 
its magnificence. In the tablets of Orcham and of [igi I 
have read: ‘Orcham commenced this enclosure, but he did 
not finish it; [igi his son has accomplished its magnificence.’ 
“In the course of time that enclosure fell down from old 
9g®. I rebuilt, upon the ancient foundations which Orcha.o 
and his son I!gi had laid, that enclosure as it had existed 
before, in bitumen and bricks; I raised it again from its 
ruins. 

“In honor of the god Sin, the lord of the gods of heaven 
and earth, of the king of gods, of the gods who are gods, who 
inhabits the vast heavens, I have reconstructed and built 
Bit-iz of the great goddess, of my lord who is in Calneh 
“ The god Sin, lord of the gods, king of the gods of heaven 
and earth, of the gods who are gods, who inhabits the vast 
heavens, that by thy grace and thy coming upon this temple 
may be accomplished the glory of Bit-Saggatu, of Bit-Zida, 
of Bit-Iz of the great goddess, of the temples of the great 
divinity. Spread be the worship of the great divinity 
among those who dwell therein, may they be kept from sin, 
and may their works endure as the skies. 

“Therefore me, Nabonidus, king of Babylon, me who have 
sinned against thy great divinity, save me, grant me a long 
existence even to remotest days. 

“ And as to Belshazzar, my eldest son, offshoot of myself, 
incline his heart to adore thy great divinity, and to never 
give place to evil.” 

“ Darius the Median” is another of the unsolved riddles of 
the Old Testament, like Pul, king of Assyria. When the 
last is identified beyond doubt or cavil amongst the names 
occurring in the Assyrian inscriptions, then will be solved 
the toughest problems of the chronology of Israel and Judah. 
Darius the Median has been learnedly explained in many 
books: but conjecture has been an element in all the expla- 
nations. The present state of knowledge, it must be admitted, 
is that he 1s not certainly identified with any prince known 
to secular history. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PripE AND Its OvertHRow.—One of the lingering sparks 
of the true knowledge of God among the heathen appears in 
the manner in which overweening pride and arrogance are 
represented by the poets and historians as a sin against the 
divinity, and therefore as punished by some superhuman 
power. Vengeance is not always considered as unlawful 
for man to take; but in its actual appearance, it is usually 
the interposition of some deity. Oiten, too, the victim is 
left in his presumption to defy the divinities. ‘“ Whom the 
gods would destroy, they first make mad.” 

Homer represents the priest of Apollo coming to Aga- 
memnon to beg his daughter Briseis. The hero exclaims: 
“Get thee out, graybeard! Let me not find thee lingering 
now by the ships, neither coming hither again, or it shall 
be worse for thee, for all thy priesthood. And as for thy 
daughter, 1 shall carry her away to Argos when I shall 
have taken this city of Troy.” Then the old man went ont 
hastily in great fear and trouble. And he walked in his 
sorrow by the shore of the sounding sea, and prayed to his 
god Apollo: “ Hear me, god of the silver bow. If I have 
| built thee a temple, and offered thee the fat of many bullocks 
and rams, hear me, and avenge me on these Greeks.” “ And 


the sky. Then he shot the arrows of death, first on the dogs 
and the mules, and then on the men; and soon all along the 
shore rolled the black smoke from the piles of wood on 
which they burned the bodies of the dead.” 

It is not mere poetical machifiery that produces this 
imagery: revenge is not “deo vindice nodus,” that is, an 
intricacy worthy the intervention of a god; an ingenious 
poet could easily express it otherwise. But it is deeply 
rooted in the human mind that vengeance belongs to the 
Lord; it cannot be justified without divine interposition. 
Herodotus relates a story of a man whore trade was the 
stealing of boys to sell into the service of the Eastern kings. 
One of these stolen boys rose high in the service of the 
Persian kings, became general of the army, and, after many 
years, captured in battle the man who stole him away, with 
four sons. He inflicts a fearful punishment upon all five, 
but first justifies himself to his victims in a rperch wherein 
he attributes the opportunity and execution of revenge to 
the interposition of the gods, who have been defied by his 
presumptuous impiety in his driving such an unholy trade. 
So in our lesson. The insult is mainly to Jehovah, 
triumphing over the God who allowed the Babylonians to 
subjugate his peculiar people. The insult calls for vengeance; 
but it is not for the captive people to inflict. It is preceded 
by the miraculous declaration of God, interpreted by his 
holy prophet, and executed by those who bear the sword as 
God's ministers—yet not necessarily acknowledging allegi- 
ance to God. Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall. 

Tue Srn —Almost all sin can be resolved into selfishness 
or pride; and knowing pride is presumption. The law of 
love to God forbids both. To break this law reqnires a 
lifting up of one’s self, a “desire to be as gods.’ Pride of 
intellect is wrong; for God, who made the spirit, is greater 
than it. Pride of knowledge is wrong Secret things belong 
to God. Even Plato declared that it was an unholy thing 
to try to pry into those things which God had concealed ; it 
savored of theft and presumption. ‘Pride was the sin of 
the angels that fell.” Pride likewise breaks the law of love 
to man; it seeks to usurp what is not one’s own. Love, 
however, ‘‘seeketh not her own,” “is not puffed up.” See 
how pride is at the root of the matter when any one of the 
ten commandments is broken. So true is this that when 
exhorting to a strong desire for pre-eminent endowments, 
Paul, or at least our English version, is forced to use a word 
that ordinarily expresses ain : “ covet earnestly the best gifts.” 
Here, too, is one explanation why to offend in one point 
breaks the whole law. 

Tue Szsnrence.— Thy kingdcm 1s divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians.” Pride builds unstable kingdoms. 
It is the disintegrating principle, the very quintessence of 
each law-breaking. So its punishment is a breaking up. 
No great monument remains to the excellence of the proud, 
though often to their folly, to their humiliation. Their 
kingdom is divided. Like a Prince Rupert’s drop, their 
weak end is broken, and they fly into little particles; they 
vanish like smoke. 


Tue PunisHMENT—The punishment is a fall—sudden 
destruction. Read Victor Hugo's description of the punish- 
ment of Louis Napeleon’s arrogance at Sedan—ground to 
pieces in that lovely vatley for a mortar with the Germans 
as a pestle, just asin fancied security he had ordered one 
day's rest for the entire army. So the fall of Satan himself: 
I beheld Satan fall suddenly as a flash of lightning, is the 
meaning of our Lord's words—not brilliant like the light- 
ning. Belshazzar’s punishment is related with a shortness 
that seems almost cynical. “In that night was Belshazzar 
the king of the Chaldeans slain.” He perished in the dark- 
ness of night—his light flickered ont in his drunken revel as 
@ vain will-o’-the-wisp goes out over the marshes. 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. BICE, D.D. 


V. 22. Thou his son, Belshazzw. Belshazzar, the grand- 
son of Nebuchadnezsar, though fully acquainted with all the 
facts in regard to Nebuchadnezzar, did not humble himself 
before God, but was guilty of an insult on him, more 
flagrant than any of Nebuchadnezzars crimes; having 
sacrilegiously and contemptuously used the sacred vessels 
in honor of his base idols, and thus refused to glorify God. 
And it was at this very time, when he was thus setting 
Jehovah at defiance, that the handwriting was seen on the 
wali.— Scott. : 


V 24. Then. When Belshazzar refused to profit by the 
solemn dispensations which had occurred in respect to his 
predecessors, it was then an appropriate time for the most 
high God to come forth and rebuke the proud and impious 
monarch.— Barnes. 


Part of the hand sent from him. This indicates the emana- 
tion of the hand from God in a general way, and therefore, 
80 as not to exclude the intervention of angels, but rather to 
presume it.—Lange. 





Apolio heard him. Wroth he was that men had so dis- 
honored his priest, and he came down from the top of Olym- 
pus, where he dwelt. Dreadiul was the rattle of his arrows 
as he went, and his presence was as the night coming over 








This writing was written. The words are Chaldean, but, 
being in the ancient Hebrew character, the Chaldeans could 
| not read them.—J ius. Com. 


V. 26. God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. God 
has inted and prescribed a fixed end te kingdom ; 
| has appo 
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hence it must necessarily come to an end, since its period is | 
faifilled. — Culvin, 


It did actna'ly then come to an end by being merged in | 
that of the Medes and Persians.— Barnes. 


Mene is repeated for the sake of intensity. —Cowles. 


V. 27. Thou art weighed in the balances. The Ezyptians | 
enter'ained the belief that the actions of the dead were 
solemnly weighed in balance before Osiris, and that the 
condition of the departed was determined by the prepon- | 
derance of good or evil.—Tllus, Com. | 


And art found wanting. This is added as an explanation, | 
and was known only to Daniel by a communication from on | 
high.— Burnes. 


In the reign of Charles I., the goldsmiths of London had 
a custom of weighing several soris of their precious metal | 
before the privy council On one occasion, they made use | 
ot ecales poised with such exquisite nicety that the beam | 
would turn, the master of the company affirmed, at the two- 
hundredth part of a grain. Noy, the famous atrorney- 
general, standing by and hearing this, replied: ‘I should be 
loa’ h, then, to nave all my actions weighed in these scal-s.” 
“Wuh whom I heartily concur,’ says the pious Hervey, 
“in relation to myself. And since the balances of the 
sanctuary, the balances in God’s hand, are infinitely exact, 
oh, what need have we of the merit and righteousness of 
Christ to make us acceptablein his sight, and passable in 
his esteem !— Murtyn. 


V. 28. Peres. This is singular in form, but plural as it 
stands in vy. 25 The two are nearly identical. The letter 
U translates the Chaldee prefix for and, which, dropped off, 
leaves Pharsin. Then “+m” is the plural termination, and 
the rest of the difference is due to the change of yowels con- 
sequent upon this plaral termination.—Cowles. 


Thy kingdom is divided. It is to be separated or torn from 
the dynasty that has ruled over it, and to be given to 
another.— Martyn. 


Given to the Medes and Persians. This predicted one of the 
great historic facts of the age—the fall of Babylon, and the 
subversion of the Chaldean dynasty. It fell before Cyrus at 
the head of the combined armies ot the Medes and Persians. 
Cyrus invested the city, turned the current of the Eaphrates, 
and marched his army into the city by way of the river- 
channel.— C_wles. 


Daniel shows how God's wrath was complicated in the 
destruction of the monarch of Babylon, since 1: added to the 
severity of their punishment to be subdued by both Medes 
and Persians.—Calvin. 


V 29. Commended . . . clothed. In compliance with his 
premise, v.16. In v.17, Daniel had declared that the inter- 
pretation of the dream was not from the desire of the 
reward Bnt these honors were doubtless urged on him, 
without his wish, in such a way that he could not with pro- 
priety refuse them. The insignia of honor would be witnesses 
tor God's glory to the world of his having, by God's ad, 
iatdegianee the mystic characters. The cause of his elevation, 
too, wouldsecure the favor of the new dynasty (chp 6: 2) for 
both himself and his captive countrymen.—Fausset and 
Brown. 


Third ruler. Belshazzar and his father being the first two, 
Daniel was made the third — Martyn. 


V. 30. Belshazzor ... slain. Notlong was the execution 
ef the sentence delayed. Ere the morning dawned, Bel- 
sazzar was among the dead, and Babylon was in the Medo- 
Persians’ hands. When Ged threatens, he means what he 
says, and he will bring it to pass. He is never at a loss for 
Instruments; and he will do whatsoever be hath spoken. 
Men seem to act as if he would prove faithful only to his 
promises; but that is a miserable delusion. The very same 
principle of his ra ure that leads him to keep his promises 
dispores him also to perform his threatenings ; and whenever 
we have the one manifestation of it, we have the other also, 
like the shadow following the sunlight.—Taylor. 


V 31. Durius the Median took. The city and kingdom 
were actually taken bv Cyrus, though acting in the name and 
by the authority of Darius or Cyaxares, who was his uocle 
Having first, by means of canals, turned the river into 
the great dry lake west of Babylon, he marched through the 
emptied channel, and made his way to the outer walls of the 
fortified palace on its banks. Finding the brazan gates left 
open by the royal guards while engaged in carousals, he 
entered with all his train, and Babylon was no more.—KXitto. 


Had the Babylonians been apprised of what Cyrus was 
about, or bad they noticed their danger, they would not have 
allowed the entraace of ithe Persians within the city, which 
was what ruined them utterly; but would have made fast 
all the street-gates upon the river, and mounting upon the 
walls, along both s des of the stream, would so have caught 
the enemy, as it were inatrap. But as they were engaged 
in a fostival the vigilance of the guards was relaxed, the river 
gates were left open, and the foe extered — Herodotus, 


There are three Medo-Persian kings of the name of Darius 
mentioned in the O.d Testament. Oue cecurs in the book of 
Ezra (4:5; 25:1; 6:1, 12, 15), im Haggai (1:1; 2: 10), 
andin Z ch (1:17). A second is mentioned a3 Darius the 
Persian ia Neh 12: 22 The remaiming one is that mentioned 
in Daniel only as Darius the Median. In chap. 9: 1, he 18 
mentioned as Darius the son of Ahasuerus, ot the seed of the 
Medes. Darius the Mede must denote the first king of a 
foreign dynasty who assumed the domnion over the 
Babylonian empire before Cyrus. These indications a | con- 
cur in the person of Cyaxares the second, the son and suc 


cessor of Astyages (Ahasuerus), and the immediate predeces- 
sor of Cyrus.— Kitto. 


Who is meant by Darius here uncertain. The opinion 
of critics has been divided between—l, Astyag-s, the 
grandtather of Cyrus; 2, Cysxares, a suppesed son of 
this Astyages; and 3, Some deputy bearing this name, 
unknown to profane history, whom Cyrus put in chargé 
over Babylonia That he “took the kingdom” in the 





sense of being deputy, and nota king in hi ight. 
involved in the use of the word.—-Cows., 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_——@——— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 




















East Tennessee, at Jonesboro May 19, 20 | 
oy a Eee May 21-23 
Missouri, state, at Sedalia May 28-30 
Connecticut, state, at Middletown_...........--------- June 4-6 
New York, state, at Albany June 4-6 
Ohio, state, at Norwalk............ June 4-6 
Texas, stata. 66. Weheel cnctiesi wdvn cinesinnmsiasace siau June 4-6 
Nebraska, state, at Kearney........-.--------------- June 5, 6 
Towa, state, at Cedar Falls June 11-13 
Pennsylvania, state, at Williamsport June 11 13 





Minnesota, state, at St. Panl_.........-.-.-..--...- June 18-20 








Wisconsin, state, at Racine June 19, 20 
Indiana, state, at Indianapolis June 25-27 
Alabesan, state, at Beliek.....................----2--- July 9, 10 
Kentucky, state, at Maysville..............---------- July 9-11 


Vermont, state, at St. Johnsbury...........-.--.---- Oct. 9, 10 
Kansas, state, at Topeka_.........-.-...---..0<<---- Oct. 17.19 
New Jersey, state, at Trenton................-...--- Nov. 12-14 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—The Fayette County (Pennsylvania) Sunday-school 
Union will hold its twelfth annual convention at Union- 
town, on May 22 and23 The Rev. Dr. Henson, of Puila- 
delphia, will be the chief speaker. 


—As a result of the Atlanta Convention, the first State 
Sunday-school Convention of Alabama will be held in 
Selma, on July 9 and 10, All evangelical schools are 
invited to send delegates, A state association wiil be 
formed. A general and cordial invitation is signed by the 
Rev. J. O. B. Lowry (Baptist), of Mobile; the Rev. A. 8 
Andrews (Methodist), of Montgomery ; and Mr. James H. 
Franklin (Presbyterian), of Selma. 


—The Illinois State Sunday-school Convention, to be held 
at Decatur, May 21-23, promises to be a large gathering 
Mr. B F. Jacobs, chairman of the executive committee, 
makes two preliminary requests : (1) That Illinois pastorg 
preach on some topic connected with Sunday-schooj 
work, on Sunday, May 19; and (2) that the convention 
and Sunday-school labors in the state be made the sub- 
ject of the preceding weekly prayer-meeting. 

—At the Chautavqua Assembly, next August, the Rev. 
Dr. J. H Vincent wiil be superintendent of instruction ; 
Mr. T. P. Garland, of Dover, N. H., will manipulate a 
Clark telescope; Bishop R. S. Foster will preach and 
deliver two lectures entitled, ‘‘ Bayond the Grave;” Pro- 
fessor B, P, Bowne, of Boston University, will conduct 
three or four colloquies on “ Philosophy, Science, and 
Religion ;” Mr Frank Beard will lecture on “ The Mission 
of the Hamorous;” the Rev. J 8. Ostrander wiil deliver 
an illustrated lecture on the natural history of the Bible; 
the Rev. Dr. Bugbee, of Aliegheny College, will lecture on 
“ Intuition ;” President Hurst, of Drew Seminary, will lec- 
tureon theEnglish Reformation ; and Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
the inventor of the speaking phonograph, will exhibit it, if 
he is in the country at the time. 


ANNIVERSARIES. 

—The Rev. Drs. William M. Taylor, of New York; 
Arthur Mitchell, of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago; and W. Neilson McVickar, of the Caourch of the 
Holy Trinity, Philadelphia,—wiil make addresses at the 
F.fty-fourth Anniversary of the American Sunday-school 
Union, which is to be held at the Academy of Music, in 
Philadelphia, on Tuesday evening, May 21. Mr. W. G. 
Fischer will have charge of the music. 


—The May anniversaries of various prominent religious 
and charitable societies were heid in the Broadway 
Tabernacle (the Rev. Dr. Taylor's), New York, between 
Sunday, May 5,and Sunday, May 12. Tue programme 
of prominent speakers before the various societies 
was as follows: May 5, American Home Missionary 
Society: President Chapin of Beijoit College. May 6, 
American Seamen’s Friend Society (semi-centennia)) : 
Secretary Thompson, of the Navy Department, the Hon. 
Stewart L. Woodford, and the Rev. Dr. Howard Crosby. 
May 7, National Temperance Society: the Hon. W. E, 
Dodge, the Hon. Neal Dow, the Rev. Dr. J. P. Newman, 
and the Rev. Dr. T. L. Cuyler. May 8, American Tract 
Society : the Hon, William Strong of the Supreme Court, 
and the Rev. Drs. F. L. Patton, A. J. F. Bebrends, and 
W. M. Taylor. May 8, American Female Guardian 
Society: the Revs. F. Courtney and Mason North, and 
the Rev. Des. R. 8. McArthur and John Hall. May 9, 
New York Institute for the Instruction of the Deaf and 
Damb: the Rev. Dr. William Adams, Dr. Isaac L, Peet. 


Revs. George Hatt, James Marshall, John Dooly, and A. 
F. Schauffler, and the Rev. Dr C.S. Robinson. May 10, 
New York Sunday-school Teachers’ Association: chorus 
of three hundred children, May 12, American Board of 
C mmissioners for Foreign Missions: the Hon. W. E. 
Dodge, the Rey. Jacob Chamberlain, and the Rev. N, 
George Clark. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Rev. Dr. James Freeman Clarke has always been 
the most industrious of Unitarian ministers in his attention 
to the Sunday-school work of his church and denomina- 
tion. The school connected with his church, the Church 
of the Disciples, Boston, has 495 scholars and 54 teachers, 
besides a Bible-class ranging from 150 to 200. The latter 
is held on Sunday afternoons in the church. The library 
numbers about 2000 volumes, The series of lessons now 
in use was prepared by Dr. Clarke, and is on “ Christian 
Faith and Practice.” The school observes the principal 
days of the “church year,” and also national anniversaries. 

—St. Peter's Protestant Episcopal Sunday-school, of 
Brooklyn, N Y., with which Mr. A. D. Matthews, the 
veteran Sunday-school worker, is connected, has about 700 
scholars and 80 officers and teachers. The record of 
attendance during the past four months reaches the bigh 
average of 95 per cent. On Easter Sunday all were pres- 
ent, save one, who was out of town. Thirty-five members 
of the school recently joined the church. The missionary 
offerings of the school for the year preceding Ester 
amounted to $1,341. At the celebration, on Mav 5, of 
the fiftieth anniversary of Mr. Matthews’s connection 
with Sunday-school work, the Rev. Dr. Paddock, rector 
of St. Peter’s Church, said: “ His fifty years’ labor has not 
injured his health, and Mr Matthews will bear witness 
that a man can prosecute his business actively during the 
week, and work for Christ on Sunday, without injury, 
but, on the contrary, with great benefit. He has not 
labored in Sunday-schools alone, but in the missionary 
cause, and for the poor. His example is of inestimable 
value to the young and the old alike; and all should strive 
so to imitate his example that, when they near three- 
score years and ten, they may, like him, realize what a 
blessed privilege it is to work for Christ.” 


EVANGELISM. 


—Messrs. Moody and Sankey closed their successful six 
weeks’ work in New Haven on May 4. Messrs. Pentecost 
and Stebbins succeed them. Mr. Sankey will spend the 
summer at Cohasset, Mass,, at work on a third series of 
Gospel Hymns. 


—Thus far there have been about eight hundred addi- 
tions to the membership of the different churches in Hart- 
ford, traceable to the Moody revival, and it is thought 
that the number will be increased to over one thousand. 
The churches in the neighboring towns will receive acces- 
sions which will bring the total number of conversions up 
to fifteen hundred. 


—On Easter Sunday there were thirty-four accessions 
to the membership of the various churches of Vicksburg, 
Miss., as a result of the labors of Mr. Thomas K Cree, 
traveling secretary of the International Committee of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations On Tuesday even- 
ing, April 23, Mr. Cree organized a new Association in 
Vicksburg, and on the same evening a Woman’s Christian 
Association was also organized. 


—Systematic efforts in evangelism, by extra services, 
special preaching, and prayer-meetings, are called “ mis- 
sions” in the Church of England and the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. Such a mission was held in Dublin, Ire- 
land, last month. The Rev. W. Hay Aizen was the 
evangelist, and worked under the direction of the Church 
of Ireland Home Mission, and with the approval of the 
archbishop. Prayer-meetings were conducted by Mr. 
Aitken and Mr. Stokes, and special sermons were preached 


in several churches on the south side of the city. The 
mission lasted three weeks. 


? 


GENERAL. 


—The Chicago Bible-reading and Prayer Alliance is 
now fully organized, and is prosecuting its work in several 
lines. Its object “is to promote the united and prayerful 
study of the Holy Scriptures.” It is recommended by a 
committee, of which Mr. T. W. Harvey is chairman, 
representing seven denominations. 


—St. Mary’s Free Hospital for Children, an Episcopal 
charity in New York, has had 105 patients under its care 
during the year past, and has treated 60 different diseases, 
This hospital is free, and the patients who are admitted 





May 9, New York Gity Mission and Tract Sosiety; the 


are, as a rule, those who could not otherwise receive medi- 
cal treatment, Its present location is at Nos. 405 and 407 
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West Thirty-fourth Street. A new building is in process 
of erection on the adjoining lot. 

—At the triennial convention of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, lately held in Atlanta, Georgia, the 
following statistics were reported: Traveling preachers, 
3,439; superannuated, 282; local preachers, 5,684; white 
members, 759,216; colored members, 1,499; Indian mem- 
bers, 4,622; total, 774,742; infants baptized, 25710; 
adults baptized, 42,346 ; Sunday-schools, 6.597; teachers, 
53,342; scholars, 353,163; collected for conference claim- 
ants, $62,20554; for missions, foreign and domestic, 
$121,111.75; total increase of ministers and members in 
two years, 43,381. 

—A large part of the Christian world will sympathize 
with Messrs. T, Neleon & Sons, the well-known Edinburgh 
publishers, in the recent destriction by fire of their exten- 
sive printing establishment. The fire broke out on the 
morning of Wednesday, April 10. Several large blocks of fice 
buildings, and all of a substantial deecription, were ruined. 
A large quantity of valuable stock was destroyed, the 
damage altogether amounting to $700,000, not half covered 
with insurance. How the fire originated has not been 
ascertained. When discovered, it had extended beyond 
control, and in less than three hours the establishment 
was reduced to ashes. Arrangements have been made for 
the continuance of the business of the house in temporary 
quarters, 

—A suitable building for various religious uses has been 
erected on the grounds of the Paris Exposition. It 
immediately fronts the grand entrance to the Trocadero, 
The hall seats about six hundred persons, and is used for 
divine service, evangelization, missionary and international 
conferences, and fellowship between Christians of various 
nations. In addition to the larger hall, there is a room 
used for small meetings. The Church of England has 
eighteen services a Sunday. The building of the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance is under the care of the Rev. R W. McAll. 
The Bible Society has a stand in the Exhibition, with all 
the published versions of the Scriptures. The British 
and Foreign Tract Society also has a stand in the build- 
ing. 

—On April 13, sixty-two Indians arrived at Hampton 
Institute, Virginia, from St. Augustine, Florida, under 
the care of Captain R. H. Pratt, of the United States Army, 
fifteen of whom are to remain as students, the rest being 
on their way to the north and the west. They represent 
five tribes of Indians from the Indian Territory—Chey- 
ennes, Comanches, Kiowas, Arapahoes, and Apaches. 
They were taken prisoners of war after the Indian massa- 
eres of 1875, and were sent under the care of Captain 
Pratt to Fort Marion in Florida. Captain Pratt says that 
‘at that time they were wild savages, and dressed in their 
Indian blankets and ornaments. Not one understood the 
English language. They were taken in chains, and “ burned 
with hatred and revenge towards their conquerors.” 
Several sought to commit suicide, and were apparently in 
‘ most hopeless and wretched condition. But Captain 
Pratt, greatly aided by Miss R. H Mather, and several 
other kind Christian ladies of St. Augustine, instructed 
them in reading and writing, and on religious sub- 
jects. Some of them can now read the Bible intelli- 
gently; all of them have made progress, and twenty-two 
have expressed a desire to go to school, that they may 
be able, on their return to their tribes, to teach them to 
read and to till the soil. Money has been secured to edu- 
cate them in schools in Minnesota and New York, and at 
Hampton Institute. The anniversary exercises at Hamp- 
‘ton willbe held on May 23, and the usual invitation to 
morthern visitors is extended. 


PERSONAL, 

—The Rev. P. B. Morgan, of Cincinnati, who has become 
‘known as an Episcopal “missioner,” or conductor of 
special evangelistic services, has joined the Reformed 
Episcopal Church. 

—The Rey, Dr, J. T. Duryea, of Brooklyn, is delivering 
a course of normal class lectures and expositions of the 
International Lessons, before the Brooklyn Sunday-school 
Union, The lectures are the Union's fourth course, and 
are delivered in the chapel of the Classon Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, every Tuesday evening. 

—At the annual convention of the Episcopal diocese of 
Pennsylvania, held in this city last week, Bishop W. B. 
Stevens said of the late Mr. William Welsh, of Philadel- 
phia: ‘“ Words cannot tell my loss nor your loss. He bas 
left vacancies everywhere; we miss him everywhere ; and 


day after day, as we learn here and there how much he 


gave, and how much he toiled, and how much he loved, 
shall we more fully appreciate the real greatness of his 
pure, unselfish, and holy life,” 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


_»>——. 


NEW CHILDREN’S BOOKS. 


The Rey. Dr. Richard Newton's last book is one of his 
best, both in its excellent choice of title and sub-titles, and 
in ite grouping of gospel truths and illustrative incidents. 
Ite title is The King in his Beauty, and its ten chapters con- 
sider the work, the lessons, the authority, the helpfulness, 
the character, and the church of Jesus Christ. Every ser- 
mon is faithful in teaching and apt in illustration. The 
only caution needed by children who read Dr. Newton's 
books is that they do not hurry through them, but stop to 
think about what they read. Any one of these ten chapters 
contains material for the wise spending of a thoughtful child’s 
Sunday afternoon. The book, like Dr. Newton's other works, 
is published by Robert Carter & Brothers, of New York, 
(16mo, cloth, pp. 347. Price, $1.25.) Another noted 
preacher to the young is the Rev. William Arnot, of Scot- 
land, whose Lessons from Life is published by Thomas 
Nelson & Sons, of New York. The book resembles Dr. 
Newton's in its great number of well-chosen anecdotes; but 
instead of considering one central subject, it is made up of 
a great number of short lessons, averaging no more than 
seven pages each, and covering a wide variety of subjects. 
16mo, cloth, pp. 215.)\——-The Rev. James Wells, of Glasgow, 
in his Bible Echoes, is more methodical than Dr. Newton or 
Mr. Arnot, but less interesting, and less considerate of the 
wants of younger children. His book, which is published 
by the Carters, may be recommended to girls and boys 
between twelve and twenty. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 
vi, 304. Price, $1.25.)——Outside the Gate, by the author 
of Sacramental Sabbaths, is the story of a colored boy who, 
amid many disadvantages, and while still a child, found his 
way to a Christian life, and helped to direst others therein. 
lt is published by the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
(16mo, cloth, pp. 336.}——-Those industrious pseudonymous 
writers, “ Pansy” and “ Faye Huntington,” who sometimes 
work alone and sometimes together, bring out a new book 
apiece, the present season. The title of the former’s story 1s 
Links in Rebecca’s Life; a girl’s book, telling of the way in 
which a young girl carried her religion, especially as taught 
by the International Lessons, into her daily life. Faye 
Huntington's Echoing and Re-echoing is of somewhat similar 
character. Its scenes and tone are modern, but an under- 
current of religious zeal runs beneath the narrative, which 
is mainly in dialogue firm. Both books are published by 
D Lothrop & Co., of Boston; the former has 420 pages and 
the latter 309; and the price of each is $1.50.——Mesars. 
Lothrop have begun the publication of a monthly series of 
reprints of English books for the young, illustrated, neatly 
printed and bound, in 16mo form, and sold at the uniform 
price of fifty cents apiece. The initial volumes are both 
anonymous, being respectively entitled Harrie; or, School- 
girl Life (pp. 128), and Lottie Freeman’s Work.——Two of 
Mrs. M. E. C. Wyeth’s lesser stories, Margie Hargrave and 
The Percy Children, are printed in a handsome volume by 
the American Tract Society. (16mo, cloth, pp. 200. Price, 
90 cents; postage, 6 cents..——-The plot of The Image Un- 
veiled, the last publication of the National Temperance 
Society, is the old, sad story of a home almost ruined by the 
downfall of a young husband who begins a3 a moderate 
drinker. Through religion, the drunkard reforms, and 
devotes himself to the work of helping save others. It is 
written with considerable skill, and its key-note is ‘“ There 
is no help but in Christ.” Miss L. Bates is the author. 
(16mo, c'oth, pp. 242. Price, $1.25)——Mr. James A. 
Moore's Joy Series of translations from German authors is 
continued by the publication of The Little Miner; or, 
Honesty Rewarded, from Gustave Nieritz in a translation 
by Miss Ellen M Gifford. (18mo, cloth, pp. 269. Price, 80 
cents.) 








Favorite Poems, selected from English and American Authors. 
New York: T. Y. Crowell.—This volume seems to have 
strayed from some stiff parlor of thirty years ago, for it seems 
well calculated to adorn a veneered table or a small-paned 
bookcase. Its “favorite poems” are, for the most part, 
those of an elder day; and Crabbe, Croly, Pollok, Mrs. 
Hemans, Tupper, Mrs. Sigourney, Isaac McLellan, James 
Gates Percival, and Hannah Gould are generously repre- 
sented in its pages. There are more famous names in its 
list of authors, and it contains many old favorites and a few 
good modern pieces. But the editor's literary taste is alto- 


gether too loose, and good, bad, and indifferent poems | 


are grouped together in artless impartiality. Not every 
poetical anthology ought to be as select as Palgrave’s Golden 
Treasury or Trench's Household Book of English Poetry ; 
but a somewhat higher standard should be chosen than is seen 
in this volume. The editor's name is not given, but from the 
frequency of quotations from James T. Fields, Thomas 
Bailey Aldrich, Harriet McEwen Kimball, Albert Laighton, 
and Daniel A. Drown, all natives of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, the compilation would seem to have been made 








by a resident of that city. 


(16mo, cloth, pp. 46¢@. Price, 
$100) 


The Elements of Rhetoric. By James De Mille, M. A. 
New York: Harper & Brothers—This grave text-book, 
from the lively pen of the author of The Dodge Club, is 
almost as much of a surprise as would be a treatise on inter- 
national law by Mark Twain. But Mr. DeMille is professor 
of belles-lettres in a Nova Scotian college, and the present 
volume is evidently the result of his labors in the class-room. 
It is more voluminous than ordinary text-books on the 
subject, being comprised in 564 closely printed pages. It 
contains a large amount of information, many definitions, 
and numerous illustrative examples; the whole arranged in 
a thoroughly systematic manner. Asa manui for school 
use, it can hardly be recommended for brilliancy or interest, 
though it may be for thoroughness. The author's definition 
of rhetoric, at the outset, is of questionable soundness. 
(12mo, cloth, pp. 564. Price, $1 40) 





The National Temperance Society has reissued, in a dime 
pamphlet, George Cruikshank's spirited illustrations entitled 
The Gin-shop, with the accompanying rhymes. 


Mr. F. H. Revell, of Chicago, has republished, in a pam- 
phlet of 143 pages, the Rev. Dr. James H Brookes’s forcible 
argument against dancing, entitled May Christians Dance? 
The price of the pamphlet is 25 cents. 


That earnest and evangelical clergyman, Bishop Ashton 
Oxenden, of Montreal, has added to the list of his books of 
spiritual advice, Counsela to the Confirmed ; or, Now is the 
Time to Serve Christ. It is republished in this country by 
Anson D. F. Randolph & Co, of New York, at the price of 
thirty cents. 


Merers. Franklin Allen, secretary of Olivet Sunday school, 
New York, and George H. Brown, secretary of Bethany Sun- 
day-school, Philadelphia, have prepared an improved Sun- 
day school Class Book, for attendance, contributions, recita- 
tions, etc. These schools are among the largest in the 
country, and their secretaries, in preparing this record, have 
relied upon long experience and careful study. A few of its 
methods Will be found specially suitable for larger schools, 
while its marking system and its general hints to teachers 
and scholars will repay careful study by any superintendent 
or teacher. Correspondence concerning the book may be 
addressed to Mr. Franklin Allen, 93 Duane Street, New 
York. 


The first two parts of the Botanical Directory for America, 
for 1878, issued by the editor of the Bulletin of the Torrey 
Botanical Club, is a valuable repository of information for 
those who wish information or exchanges from all parts of 
the continent. Part I. contains an alphabetical list of known 
botanists, professional or amateur, in North and Central 
America, including the West Indies, with the state, territory, 
or county, and special department of the science cultivated, 
attached to each name. Part II. gives each country or state 
by itself, with the post-office addresses of the botanists in 
each; the names of the botanists, of curse, arranged alpha- 
betically. Part III.,soon to appear, is to contain informa- 
tion respecting botanical libraries and gardens, herbaria, 
catalogues, and other like information of value. Part I. 
contains more than one thousand names. Copies are to be 
had of the editor of the excellent little Bulletin of the 
Torrey Botanical Club, 54 East Eighty first Street, New 
York City. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[aR books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. | 


Less Black than we’re Painted By James Payn. (Library of Select 
Novels.) 8vo, paper, pp. 139. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
Price, 35 cents, 


Deeeivers Ever. By Mrs. H. Lovett Cameron. (Library of Select 
Novels.) 8vo, paper, pp. 116. Thesame. Price, 30 cents. 


The Youth’s Health Book. By the author of The Bazar Book of Health. 
(Half-Hour Series.) 32mo, paper, pp. 221. Thesame. Price, 25 cents, 


Favorite Poems, selected from English and AmericanAuthors, 16mo, 
cloth, pp. 456. New York: T. Y. Crowell. Price, $1.00. 


The Theological Trilemma. By the Rev. J. H. Pettirgell, M.A. 16mo, 
cloth. pp. 285. New York: Sherwood & Co. Price, $1.00. 


Harrie; or. School-Girl Life. Tllustrated. 16mo, cloth, pp. 128, 


Boston: 
D. Lothrop & Co. Price, 50 cents, 


Lottie Freeman’s Work. By the authorof The Traveling Sixpence. 
i6mo, cloth, pp. 125. Thesame. Price, 60 ce nts. 


Outside the Gate. By the author of A Basket of Barley Loaves. Illus- 


trated. 1l6mo. cloth, pp. 336. Phil.delphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. Price, $1.25. 
Jennie Prindle’s Home. By the authorof Paul Brewster and Son. 


[illustrated 18mo, cloth, pp. 87. 


The Golden Shore; Sunday-school bes 
16mo, paper, pp. 107. Cincinnati: 


The same. Price, 40 eents, 


By J. F. Kinsey. Oblong 

. W. Helmick. Price, 30 cents. 

Joy Bells for the Sunday-School. Edited by W. A. Ogden, Oblong 16mo, 
boards, pp. 160. Toledo, Ohio: W. W. Whitney, Price, 35 cents. 


May Christians Rages? By James H. Beoskes, D.D. 32mo, paper, pp. 
143. Chieago: F. H. Revell. Price, 25 cents. 


The Gin-Shop. Illustrated by George Cruikshank. 16mo., paper, pp. 14, 
New York: National ‘‘emperance Suciety. Price, 10 cents. 


The Queer Home in Rugby Court. By Annette Lucille Noble. 1émo, 
cloth, pp. 450. The same. Price, $1.50. 


What Think ve of Christ? Sq. 32mo, cloth, pp. 59. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. 


Human Life and its Conditions; Sermons by R. 
16mo, cloth, pp. vili, 194. New York: aR RS 


Church D.C.L, 
Price, $1,50, 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct siatement of the circulacion of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week. The edition this week is 27,250 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


RIGHT-MINDBD, well-educated man—married— 

desires a respectabie position. Principal reason 

for leaving present employment, is “Sunday duty.” 
Excellent semeenes, £2 


PER, 
336 H. 17th St..New York. _ 
SaRATOGA SPRINGS.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has no superior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of 


nervous, lung, female, and other Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular. 











A VERY careful and well-arranged synopsis of the 
teachings of Scripture as to the truths essential to sal- 
vation, has been — by Rev. C. W. Whittlesey 
and Rev. BE. H. Gardner, entitled Gospel Truth and 
Work. Published by the American Tract Society ; 40 
cts.. post-paid. Send to“he Depository, No. 1512 
Chestnut gr. Philadelphia. H. N. Thissell, Dist. Sec. 








Imperial Granum. 





Scribner, Armstrong & Co., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 





WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 
PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 


APPLETONS JOURNAL— Art Journal — 
Science Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 











HARPER’S CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
enclosing 9 cents for postage. 

page for every Sunday 
ible House, N. Y. 


GENCY OF BAGSTER & SONS’ Bibles and Publi- 
cations. John Wiley & Sons, 15 Astor Place, N. Y. 


HE splendid “ Midwinter” Number of Scribner’s 

Monthly, and the Christmas Holid Number or 
St. Nicholas sent as 8 mens, post-paid, for 30 cents. 
Address. Scribner & Co., 743 Broadway, New York. 


For Sale or Rent. 


In Plymouth, Litchfield County, Connecticut, on 
the Naugatuck road, a large modern-built house 
-d rooms) with barn and two acres of land. Price 

ow. For particulars address, 

HORACE FENN, 
Plymouth, Conn, 





My Picture Lesson ; four 
100 copies, one year, $13.00. 

















Mixed Cards, with name. l0c. Best Offer 


6 





ever made. F, W. GARDINER, Lynn, Mass, 
95 ELEGANT CARDS, notwo alike, with pame, 
Ze i0c., postpaid, J.B, HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y. 








Best Mixed Cards, with name, in case. 13c., or % 
50 no 2 alike, 10c., Outfit 10 c. Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 
Extra Mixed Cards, name in Crimson, Gold & 
Jet. on all, 10c. CLINTS BROS., Clintonville, Ct. 


A Q Pwsiered Damask, CARDS oxux'{0¢. 
Star Printing Co., Northford, Conn. 
95 


Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 

with name in gold, 20c, Hull &Co.,Hudson, N.Y 

D5 styles of Cards, 10e., or 10 Chromo Cards, 10c,, 
2 with name; Ouéjit,10c. J, B. Huested, Nassau, N.Y. 


Case’s Bible Atlas 


16 Full Page Quarto Maps, beautifully printed in 
colors with Explanatory Notes and Index. Accurate, and up 
to the times. Invaluable to Sunday School Teachers and 
Scholars. E Family needs it. Sent by mail, price, $1.00. 

AGENTS Ww ANTED. Sells Rapidly. Terme Liberal. 
Address O. D. Casz & Co., Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 


Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 
Self-Inhking, only $13. 
COLUMBIAN PRESS Seif- 
Inking, from $25 to $56; will dothe 
work of a $250 Press. Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Roston. Mass. Established 1847, 


MAARE OPPORTUNIT 
































TY! 


I have secured, at a loss to the importer, a lot of 


FRANCOIS MARIA FARINA’S 


Celebrated 47-11 Cologne | 


in half pints and pints, wicker-covered bottles, 
I am retailing the half-pints for 75 cents each. 
Lam retailing -he pints for $1.25 each. 
(Th -y cost $12 and $18 per dozen, respectively, to 
import.) 
This is about the price of inferior American Colognes. 
Their being covered with wicker work makes them 
especially desirable for parties traveling. 
McKELWAY, Apothecary, 
(Successor to 0. S Hubbeil,) 
No. 1410 CHESTNU f STREET, Phi adelphia. 


Sunday Scho Music. Books 


Owing to the caage 
Increase of our Organ + | Piano Trade, 
= have decided to give up publishing 
anday-School Music Boek., and will 
Sellour entire ‘tock at the following 
prices: Songs of Grace and Glory, paper 
jt i2e., Boards, l5c. Echoes from 
Boe poeards, l2 cents, Sabbath-School 
mr ll, Diadem, Heavenly Kchoes, Chris- 
; an Melodist,and Choral Harp— Paper, 
pd beards, 10 cts. Revival Hymn 
_—~ Tune Book, paper, 4 cts., boards, 6 
ose tkay School Kell, paper, 12 cts., 
pga ide... postage, paper, 2c., boards, 
ne aes Music at half price. Pianos 
First rzans, New, and Second Hand, oi 
St-class Makers, at great bargains for 
, Or Installments. [Illus rated cata- 
i A liberal discount to 
Waten.’ Ministers, Churches, etc. Horace 
rs » 40 East 14th St., N. Y¥. 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


In a nicely finished Wainut Case, a pipes. 
all speaking and richly decorated, can be furnished 
by. us for $750. It is one of our new Series ot 
Church Organs for village churches, cmapsielng 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to »1,250. 
These Organs surpass enginine oF equai cost is 
Power and Beauty o ance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Action, 
4@- DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 





























No. 75. Two Manuals, 32 Stops. $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 87. Two Manuals, 15 900 
No. 88. ee Manuals, 46 Stops. —- 8,000 
No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops. 600 
No. 91. Two Manuals, 1€ Stops. 600 
No. 92. One Manual, 11 Stops. 500 
No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops. ---— 2,000 
E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 

Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke's 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
i part of the country. 





$330.00 

ORGAN FOR 
ONLY $89.60 
BEATTY ORGAN 
Golden Tongue 
StyleNo 1480, 
Three Set Reeds, 
(12) tweivestops 
two Grand Knee 
Swells Solid Wat- 
‘nut Case with 
heavy raised 
French V eneer- 
ed Panels, etc. 
A Superb Cabi- 
net or Parlor 
Organ.every one 
that bas seen this 
instrument is de- 
lighted. Warrant- 
ed 1 years. Sent 
on 15 days’ test 
5 trial, Money re- 

: PF fundedand/sreight 
charges paid by me each way if net satisfactory. 
Retail Price, $330. For Cash with order I witl sell this 
beautiful instrument in order to have it introduced at 
once, for only $89.50. Beware of imitation News- 
paper with much information about cost of Pianos 
and Organs sent free. Address 
DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 





JUST PUBLISHED. 


NEW THEMES 


Anp Mopern GEms! 
Arranged for 


CHURCH OR PARLOR 


ORGAN, 


with or without pedals, 
By ALBERT W. BERG 

Contains about 100 different pieces, classified in an 

original and attractive form, viz.. 
Part 1. New Themes and Modern Gems. 
Part 2. Prejudes, Postludes and Hymn Tunes, 
Part 3. Festive, Wedding, and National Music, 
Part 4. Plaintive and Requiem Music. 

The work comprises beautiful themes arranged for 
the first time for the Organ, and will be found equally 
attractive to the pupil, amateur or professional Con- 
tributions from the works of such masters as Wag- 
ner, Rubinstein, Blumenthal, Barnby and others, suffi- 
ciently indicate the valuabie and enduring quality of 
the book, Price, #2. 


GEIZE 3 


. . TTR 
P{LANO-FORTE 
Combines all the best features of every other work, 
with much new and attractive matter. Is the newest 
and best method for the piano-forte ever published, 
By this method the whole science of piano forte play- 
ing is greatly simplified and improved. Is the 
teacher's best assistant, and lightens the labo: of the 
Ce Specimen pages free by mail. Price, $2,75. 
ublished by 
WM, A. POND & Co., 25 Union Square, N. Y. 








SEND FOR CATALOGUES to 
Cassell, Petter & Galpin, New York 


AN ORGAN 


For Your Sunday-School! 





ALLEGER, BOWLBY & C@., 


WASHINGTON: N. J., 


Desire to announce to S. S. Workers and to others who may be 
interested, that they offer a fine Organ, with solid walnut case, 
two and three-fifths sets of reeds, twelve stops, Grand Organ 
knee attachment, and all other improvements, for $67.00 cash. 


A written warranty for five years accompanies each Organ. 
Sub-bass and octave-coupler added for $15.00. 
ment or any other upon their catalogue will be sent to any 


point in the Unitéd States, for ten days’ examination, at their own 
risk, and, IF NOT PURCHASED, at their own expense. 


This instru- 


Every organ is new and sent direct from the Star Parlor Steam 
Organ Factory in Washington, N. J. 


For full description and illustrations address the manufacturers, 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, New Jersey. 








FOR INFANTS 


a0 
. 
This 


from the 
Chemist. 
Phys'cjans, representing a ve! 
Food for the Growth amc 


REQISTERED 


fx] 
aa 


ae 

WY) and 
— 
. bly proven. 


SOLD BY 


Druggists and Pharmacists 


NUTRI 





SUPERIOR NUTRITION THE LIFE 


i hag Dietetic Preparation jis, in ipally the Gluten derived C+) 
White Winter Flint Wheat Cereal, a i an emi 

It has not only been highly recommended, but certified to, by a large ber of Chemists a - 
high degree of medical science, as the Safest, most Acceptable and Reliable 
Protection of Infants and Children, and 


For Mothers Lacking Sufficient Nourishment for their Offspring. 


Unlike those preparations made from animal or vinous matter, whieh are liable to sti 
irritate the digestive organs, it embraces in its elementary composition 
That which makes strong Bone and Muscle, that which makes good Flesh and Blood: that which is 
~ easy of Digestion—never constipating; that which is kind and friendly to the Brain, and that which acts as a 
preventive of those Intestinal Disorders incidental to Childhood. 
And while it would be difficult to conceive of anything in Food or Dessert more Creamy and De-. 
O licious, or more Nourishing and Strengthenin > ag 
Dyspepsia, and general Debility, its rare Mecdictnal 
especially in Dysentery, Chronic Diarrhea, and Cholera Infantuam, has seen incontesta- 





WHOLESA 


IMPERIAL GRANUM. 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD. 


AND INVALIDS. 
a) 





a solid extrac the i 








Q 


mulate the brain | 
—_ 


as an aliment in Fevers, Pul y p S, 
xeeLlence in all Intestinal Diseases, 





— 
IN THE PRINCIPAL CITIES 


Of the United States. 


‘dd 


LE DEPOT, 
JOHN CARLE & SONS, 153 Water Street, New York, 








Music Composers, 
Attention ! 


Com povers of good Sunday-schoo! music will learn 
of someth ng to their advantage by sending their 
address at once to 

F. H. REVELL, 
148 and 150 Madison St., Chicago, 111, 


RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees, 
Rustic ‘Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale. 

Florist® Supplies 
IN GENERAL 
This Hanging Basket in 
five sizes, 8, 954, 1144, l3and 
15 inches in diameter. 
Price. 75c., $1, $1.50, $2.00, 
sent by express to 
any poss of the U. 8., on 

receipt of price. 

Send stamp for Dlustra- 
ted Catalogue. 


Rustie Mfg. Co., 


29 FULTON ST., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw this in. 


MONEY oan be made in any locality by seil- 
ing oy, Rabber Printing Stamps. 
D. K. HatTy¥rimxp. Po' wn, Pa. 
Sacramental Sabbatha. 






























PULPIT PAINTINGS. 


Por Illustrated Sermons or Swnday-school Meetings. 


Rev. E. M. Long, for 2 years has been preaching and 
developing the plan of Ulustrated Sermons in rev) 
e Charches and 22 $! 


, in 
duplicated 52 sets of his large nt 
they illustrate at the top Lae 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, 
services, and loans them for ie cen 
Subjects, plans of frame on wh i @ revolve, 
list of churches now using th revivals, sent for 
l0cents. Photographs o: Paintings also sent. Effeo- 
tive in holding eye and ear, ares the heart of young 
and wing in the outside masses. A: 
N. 12th 8t., Mg eee iy nd his 
‘ated History of Hymns an authors; 
Illustrated Stationery for Co. 
ustrated Letters, in scrip ae Secters, Ragerin- 
tendents, etc., to send to children, filled with children’s 
heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above, 


Men's well-made Shirts, of good quality, linen fronts 
and cuffs with linen collar and collar button, for $1.60 
Pour linen H’d’k’fs and two pr. 4-ply linen cuffs 
Ds codpennstnn s+ cocdpegpegubneg> cedgsboonsusevecsosose 1.00 
Men’s Summer Undershirts, two for-.....-... 
Fair quality linen-front Shirts for men....... 
By mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa 


EXCURSIONS OF 1878. 


Now is the time to make arran ents for 
GREENWOOD GROVE, 
Situated on the line of the Westchester apd Philadel- 
phia Railroad. No charge for use of grounds, Rates 
as follows: Sabbath-schoola, 25 cents; other parties: 
aduita, 4 cents: children, 20 centa Arrangements 
can be had at Depot, dist and Chestnut Sis. 














TYPE FOR ALL! AT THE LOWEST PRICES, 
THE NATIONAL TYPE CO. 
Catalogue, 6 cts. PHILADELPHIA. — 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS, Ten cents per copy 
Matled free. Address M, E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


——- ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « « $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 na “*-. 190 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, + 165 “ 

(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Sovarinten dante 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now @2.15, the lowest price at 
whieh it can be afforded. 

§ Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa gab, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first f 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions vo expire at the same time with 
= club as bn oy A ordered. The new subscribers 

ay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not vey | the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the pubiishers, will please 
give the name of the person to w the paper or 
pal have heretofore sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tus Tims to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 








SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply ae 
with hoipe, in the fin e of thelr special work. 
which teachers and scholars have not access. Tt ie is 

blished a, and will r, rt op receipt of 

rice, only to subscribers o} 1mes who are 

Pastors or tendents tinoludin in the latter 
clase assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in ary oy es veomek and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are 

In sending your renewal to The 8u tendents' 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Taz SUNDAY SH Times, as given on the 

ellow address label oo Tus = Times, 


THE WEEKLY Y LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, 4 P= vg = =» § 60 
100 29 


on . 7 
Less than 100 “copies” we same rate. 


THE SCHOLAKS’ KS’ QUARTERLY. 
a8 Copies, pecroans montis, . ° an 
Less than 100 Coptos at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, tan — niiedelphia, for 
the same by a money order payable 
to John D. Wattles, as we, 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 

The Superintendent's Paper, one year, H shillings. 

The Scholars’ pee ngs one year, 

hae raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
office. 


Letters concernin, Sudsortpttons or Adveriise- 
ments should be ad 
JOHN e ‘WATTLES, 


Publasher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 








CAHRURCH FURNITURE. 


MHNKELY'’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known beg 
the public since 1926. which have acquired a re 
tation anequaled by any, and a sale exceeding 
of all others. No agencies, P. O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & 00. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


Manufacture a superior pt of Bells. 
Special attention given toe CH BELLA. 
-— Ulustrated ¢ iutalogrees sent free, 








c & R. | LAMB, Church aa 
ABLES, 
oral ul CE Tatar, $50 ak 


Send for Circular,59 Carmine StN.Y. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Cop rand Tin 
for Churches, Sc oon Fire 
quarmns, Farms, ete. Fuu.y 


Ak 
sent Free, VANDUZEN | TIP, Olmelamath 0 


CROWN . N JEWEL | SOAP 


pore phard, white LAUNDRY 

Roxb Great Wash Lng 
perties, wana wrrranted n 

Mtoe waste needlessly in the 

. bs get Sold by ali grocers in 


weight pounds of 16 ounces. 
MADE ONLY BY 


_ Chas. MoKeone, Son & Co. | 


PUTT. ADE? PITEA, 






















—Maize Fleur Teilet Soap !— 
~—Maize Fleur Toilet Soap !— 


—Maize 





A mew seap compound that soothes softens, and 
baa the ~ ee tery puper ter wasbine pre- 
rites. end Fuited tor nursery. 
bor rfumed, and Sool meer 


totlet \ is Py pe ithe 
where istered in ac 
turers. Chas. McKeene, ’ the maa 





Flour Toilet Soap gn 


Cathal. eehaal Song Books. | NORWICH LINE 
DN Boston & Worcester, 


GOOD NEWS. 
VIA NEW LONDON, 


lh cin), Specter ming eaptetancece! Songs: | 
eifshouldcy tana be pleeneds the yma sings | Q4ew gn Bestom, Capt Wa, D. Ward 
Spee Lew wre, Fae cette | es eT on 
which make the use of Goop News a perpetual joy Cityof New York, Capt. HO. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 

(35 ets.) Is a book of the same nature and general FE a py orand Abe 
excellence as ‘‘Good News” and differs on y ys the ° P.M. 


tastes of composers equally good will differ. tyour| Connecting with Express Trains at New Londua 

girls and boys sail op this “shining river.” making the | via New York and ‘Rew England Railroad for 

way voca! with tweet and pure lyrics like * Beautiful Blackstone and ; nag and via Worcester for 

Vale,” * Shining Land,” or “ Like the Stars.” Fitohburg, Ayer Junction, Lowell, Lawrence, 
, Nashua, Manchester, Concord, etc. 


Choral Praise. | Bayocss Train for Boston leaves New London 
| A. M. 
(% cts.) Is acollection of Chan's, Songs. and short | 


Anthems for Episcopal Sabbath-echools. The beauty | 
of its contents will commend it to any denomination. 


Shining River. 





PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 

| 44. m. for Worcester and all points North, arriving 
| in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.m ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m. | 
fae: gnamaeac: srattaeat: Accommodation Train leaves New London ai 
Those who play the organ for Sabbath-School Sin 5a. m., for all stations on New London Northern, 

will welcome the new | Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, and 


| New York and New England Railroads. 
CLARK EH’s . 


FREIGHT. The new and a freight and 
Reed Organ Melodies, 


pa (iron) steamer Clty of Lawrence wil] run 
connection with steamer City of Boston, and 
$2.50, Boards; $3.00, Cloth), which melodies areintrue | 

d Organ styl, are excelient or the “organ touch” 


steamer City of Norwich, in connection with 
steamer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays | 
and practice. and are unusually fresh and interesting. 
Books sent by mail post-free for retail price. 


excepted. 
OLIVER DITSON & C., Boston. | "Y* 


— can rely on dispatch and lowest 
For further information inquire ot 


Cc. H. DITSON 4C0 J. EB DITSON 4 CO. 
3 Broa!way 042 Chestnut Street, W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
New Vork Phiiedetshia, Pier 40, North River, N. Y. 





A NEW 8. 8S. SONG BOOK. 
“GOOD WILL.” 


ByT. MARTIN TOWNE and J. M. STILLMAN, 
THREE FEATURES. 


QUALITY What it is as to quality of ~~ 

* tents, we prefer to be told by 
BIN NDIN soliciting an inspection of its pages, 

DING The book is well bound in flexible 

G. style and will lie open on the in- 


Ine or table as freely as a Bagster Bible; this 
is RICE a consideration, 


PRIC In size and shape Good Will is similar 
* to the Moody and Sankey Gospel 
Hynes, but we offer the book at the neering low 

per doz., $3.00; per 100, ss 4 specimen 
copy for examination, sent post free for 30 cents. 
MAY BE HAD OF ANY BOOKSELLER 


SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY. 


F. H. REVELL, PUBLISHER. 


148 & 180 Madison St, Chicago. 
For the Sunday School for 1878. 
By. A. OGDEN. 
20,000 Printed to supply advanced orders. 

New Hymns and new Melodies; same style a 
“Crown of Life,” 160 pages. Price $3.60 per dozen, 
board covers. One sample copy, board covers, for 25 


sts. Specimen pages free. NOW READY. Address, 
W. W. WHITNEY, Publisher, Totzpo, Oxo. 


| New Line to New York. 
Bound Brook Route. 


Express Trains to New York 2} Hours. 


Trains for NEW YORK and THE EAST leave 
North pie toe ' opel, Third and Berks Streets, 
at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M.; 1.30, 3.30, 5.30 P. M., and 12 
midnight. 

PARLOR CARS on 7.36 A. M. and 1.30 P. M. trains, 

For TRENTON, 7.30, a 1130 A.M,, 1.30, 3.30, 4.15, 
5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 

For Yardley, Hopewell, Pennington, and Delaware, 
and Bound Brook Railroad. «t 8.14, 9.00, and 11.30 A.M. ; 
3.30 and 5.30 P. M.; and 12 midnight. 


FOR LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, OCEAN BEACH, 
9.30 A. M., except Sundays. 


TICKET OFFICES, 


434 Chestnut Street. 732 Chestnut Street, 1351 Chest- 
nut Street, and Berks Street Depot, where Guide 
nner ll and Time-tabies giving particulars, can be 
procured 

yBagrage collected and checked to destination by 

press, 101 South Fifth St. 


ELLIS CLARK, General Agent. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 
Southern PITCH PINE, Mich and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD —— vamsing 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. 
eut to | imension and Vessels furni — 
a d seasoned Lumber, Wainsco Mould. 
ings, ete., for trimming churches and ine dwell- 


Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET. New Yors. 











SEND FOR SPECIMEN PAGES OF 

















ROY SaeS CIORTICON 


The Sad Sunday-School Music "Book. 














Specimen Pages Free, Some Rg =» Cents; at 
Spinone enna: W'S be | ke WAGTST Segoe SLIDE DES. 
FILLMORE BROs., Pubs, © CLNNATI, o. is TS pon nd OL and eMcioncy for privene or 
‘a for public use, they stand 
Circulars free. Cataiogues 1” cts, 
Sciopticom Manual, 6th Fd 75 cts. 
try our Organs, for we send them on ten da) Specimen Scientific Slide. 26 ote 

a and pay tre! ht both ways if returned. Up 
t, soli id walnut 23-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Btopa. 





WS, Fleetwood, Dexter, 
Lester, Centennial, 
etc., al THE Prtecs. Wood & Designs. 


y LAT GS with dig & Circular 


Si. Attachments. 


TOOLS & HARDWARE ccc. ic: 


chinists, Carpenters, and every Department of Me- 
chanical Trade. Send stamp for Catalogue, and 
state what kind of Tools or Machines you require 


TALLMAN & McRADDEN, 607 Market St., Philad’a. 


PRICE, $67.00. 
aL Lea BOWLBY & O0.. Woshington Wed. 











By buying one of our magnifi- 


cent §750 Pianos for $199. 
H00 $250 a ay A foe Ln ~ Sees 


Wesend them rn examination, 
and pay al! freight If not_satis- 
factory. YOU TAKE NO RISK. 


Circulars free. 
Saved MRCHAL & SMIH, 
iano and Organ Co., 


47 University Place, N. Y. 




















WARNER BROS’ CORSETS 


lebrated fo; a 
6m pep oem Le ov 


HEALTH CORSET, 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


FOR CHRIST'S SAKR. 
(Eva M. Tappan, in The Churchman.) 


Oh, what shall I give to the Saviour 
For what be hath given for me? 

I'll give him the gift of an earnest life, 

Of a heart that is loving and free from strife, 
As he hath given for me. 


And what shall I do for the Saviour 
For what he hath done for me? 
I'll pray for the sick, and the evil-doer; 
I'll make my friends among the poor, 
As he hath done fur me. 


And what shall I bear for the Saviour 

For what he hath borne for me? 
Remembering I'm his cc nstant care, 
Whatever be sends me | will bear, 

As be hath borna for me. 


And what shall I be for the Saviour 

For what he hath been f rme? 
Long suffering kind unselfish, pure, 
To bear, believe, to hope, eadure, 

As he hath been for me 





THE FALL OF BABYLON. 
[By Arthur Penrbyn Stanley, D.D.] 


“In that same night was Belshazzar the 
king slain,’—so, briefly and terribly, is the 
narrative cat short in the Book of Daniel. 
Bat trom the contemporary authorities, or 
those of the next century, we are abie to fill 
up some ot the details as they were antici- 
pated or seen at the time. It may be that, 
as according to Berosus, the end was nvt 
witbout a struggle, and that one or other 
of the kings who ruled over Babylon was 
kiled ina hard won fight without the walis, 
Bat the larger part of the accounts are 
steady to the suddenness and compleieness 
of the shock, and all combine in assigning 
an im portant part to the great river, which, 
as it had been the pride of Babylon, now 
proved its destruction. The straiagems by 
which the water was divertrd, first in the 
Gyndes and then in the Euphrates, are 
given partly by Herodotus and partly b 
Xenophon. It is their effect alone whigh 
need here bedescribed. ‘“ A way was made 
in the sea”—that sea like lake—“ and 8 
path in the mighty waters.” “ Chariot and 
horse, army and power,” are, as in the battle 
of the Milivian bridge, lost in the dark 
stream to rise up no more, extinguished 
like a torch plunged in the waters. Tae 
hundred gates, all of bronze, along the vast 
circuit ot the wall, the tolding- doors, the 
two-leaved gates which so caretuily guarded 
the approaches of the Euphrates, opened as 
by magic for the conqueror; “her waves 
reared hke great waters, the thunder of 
their voice was uttered” The inhabitants 
were canght in the midst of their orgies. 

The Hebrew seer trembied as he saw the 
revelers uaconscious of their impending 
doom, like the Persian seer for bis own 
c untrymen before the battle of Piaiza. 
Bat 1t was too iate. ‘Her princes, and 
her wise men, and her captains, and her 
rulers, and her mighty men, were cast into 
@ perpetual sleep,” from which they never 
woke. They succumbed without astruggle, 
they forebore to fight. They remained in 
the fastnesses of their towering houses ; 
their might tailed; they became as women, 
they were hewn down like the flocks of 
lambs, of sheep, of goats, in the shambles 
or at the aliar. To and tro, in the panic of 
that night, the messengers encountered each 
other with the news tbat the city was taken 
at one end, before the otber end knew. The 
bars were broken, the passages were stopped, 
the tail houses were in flames, the fountains 
were dried up by the heat of the conflagra- 
tion. The conquerors, chiefly the fiexcer 
mc untaineers from the Median mountaios, 
dashed through the terrified city hke wi. d 
beasis. They seemed to scent out blood for 
its own sake; they cared not for the eplen- 





With Skirt Supporters and entetintes 
pads, hasa world-wide reputation. Priee $1.50. 
Their Nursing Corset is the deiiz btot 
every mother. Yrice, $1.75. Their uvw 
Flexible Hip Corset, 

("20 boner), is warran'ed pot .to break 
down overibehins. Price, $'.. 

For sa'e by lading merchants, Samples 
sent by mall.a receipt of price. 


Warner Bros, £51 Droadway, N i. 


IEXVALID RECLINING 
ROLLING CHAIRS. 


“THE PENN MUTUAL) Am 


LIFE INSURANCE (0., of Philadelphia, | 


Re Wi pve 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,280,723 46. | 
The Penn isa purely Mutaal Company. All of r 
its surplus premiums are returned to the members 
oer year, thus furnishing tusurance ai the lowest 

» 











po-sibie rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates, 
| Agents wanted. oy to BB. S. STEPHEN 4, 
| Vice-President, 1 Chesiuat St., Piilia- 
be iraka a. 







| 





1825. 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
' FIRE INSURANCECOMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00, . - Assets, $1,704,481.36 | 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 


OMAIR 00.,, NEW HAVEN, o7, 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS 


Best and Cheapest, Satisfacti ti 
diers’ Lie on Gov't onde FREE 





WM, G, CROWELL, Secretary, CHAS. VANS, Manuf’r 
JOP.X L. THOMSON, Ass’ Secretary, a W, Fourth Sitect, CINCINN ATT, 0. 





did metals that lay in the Babylonian 
| treasure-houses; they hunted down the 
fugitives as if they were chasing deer or 
| catching runaway sheep. Wita their buge 
| bows they cut in pieces the young men 
waoi they encountered; they literatiy tul- 
filled the sav»ge wish of the Israelite cap- 
tives, by seizing the infant children and 
burlng them agsinst the ground, till they 
were torn limb from limb 1m the terrible 
havoc. A celestial sword flashes a first, 
second, a third, a fourth, and yet agsin & 
filth time, at each successive blow sweeping 
away the chie’s of the state, the idle boast- 
ers, the chariots, the treasures, the waters. 
The Hammer of the Nations struck agai 
and again and sgain, as on the resounding 
anvil—and with repeated blows beat down 
the shepherd as he drove his ficck through 
the wide pasture of the cultivated spaces, 
the husbandman as he tilled the rich fields 
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within the walls with his yoke of oxen—no 
less than the lordly prince or chief. The 
houses were shattered ; the walls with their 
broad walks on their tops, the gateways 
mounting up like towers, were in flames. 
And yet more significant even than the 
fall of the monarchy and the ruin of the 
city was the overthrow of the old religion 
of the Chaldean world by the zeal of the 
Persian monotheists. he huge golden 
statue of Bel, the Sun-God,—from which 
Babylon itself, “the gate of Bel,” derived 





its name,—on the summit of his lefiy tem- | 
ple; Nebo, the Thoth, the Hermes, the God | 
of the Chaldean learning, to whom at least | 


three of the Babylonian kings were conse- 
crated by name, in his sanctuary at Bor- 
sippa, of which the ruins still remain; 
Merodach, the tutelary god of the city, the 
favorite deity of Nebuchadnezzar, “ the Eld- 
est, the most ancient” of the divinities— 
trembled, as the Israelites believed, from 
head to foot, as the great Iconoclast ap- 
proached. “Bel bowed down and Nebo 


stopped, Merodach is broken in pieces.” | 


The high-priest might stand out long 
againat the conquerors, and defend the ven- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


erated images at the cost of his life ; they | 


could not resist the destroyer’s shock ; their 
vast s'ze did but increase the horror, it may 
be said the groterqueness, of their fall ; the 
beasts of burden on which the breken frag 
ments would have to be piled groaned under 
the expectation of the weight; the wagons 
which bore them away creaked under the 
prospect of the unwieldy freight. With the 
tall of these greater divinities, the lesser fell 
also. In the more cynical form of the later 
traditions, the frauds of the selfish priest- 
hood were exposed; the monster shapes of 
the old worsh)p were burst asunder by the 
sagacity of the Jewish captive and the spe- 
cial favor of the Persian king. But in the 
ancient contemporary witnesses there is no 
such littieness mixed with the proud exul- 
tation which tells only how in the same 
general ruin all the sculptured figures came 
clattering down, and were broken to freg- 
ments. And where was the king? The 
Cnaldean records describe how the prince 
who had taken refuge at Boreippa was car- 
ried off captive to the mountains of Cara- 
maaia. But the Jewish records know of 
nothing but the king who “in that seme 
night” was slain. 





CHARACTER. 


(The Rev. Julius H. Ward, in his course of Sunday 
lectures in Boston. } 


No life can be fight in which God, con- 


science, honesty, truthfulness, sincerity, | 
belief in the future life, belief in the indel:- | 


bility of character, do not take the lead. 
These are all truths of natural religion. 
They are what God gives to every young 
man to make a start with. God ia Nature 
and God in Jesus Christ both teach that 
the point 1s to change this knowledge into 
personal power, into ngit conduct, which 
la right use God has revealed theee 
truths to us in ourselves, and has taught 
them mand through Jesus Christ. It is 
on this ground that young men must stand 
if they are to be worth anything for the 
duties to which they put their hands to 
earn their bread. The religious drift is 
that you need not have any religion, that 
all you need to do is to float, But did a 
man ever become anything in God’s uni- 
verse by floating? 1 say frankly that the 
ideas of truth and duty must shine out 
clearly in your life ifit is to have any fervor 
in 1t; if you are to succeed in business, and 
in winning the respect of your fellow men. 

Every young man ought not to act on 
What others tell him so much as on his 
natural instincts of truth and duty. The 
times are not he'pful to make you what 
you would be. The point to be looked 
afier is what root principles you have, how 
much conscence you have, how much 
sense of God’s unclosed, unerring eye 
you have, how strong a feeling you 
have that under any circumstances you 
must do what you know to be right, 
Character 18 more than money, more 
‘han friends, more than opportumiy. God 


18 behind character, and God speaks to us | 


in and through character. Character | 
Means that you have convictions of truth 
and dut 


tuty, that you have unbending, un- 
finching integrity. It means that down in 
you somewhere there is a power which pre- 
Vents you from consciously dving a wrong 
sct. And, in the last analysis, what can 
be truly cailed character is always ‘ounded 
_— py: in the living God, and grows 
wn ength #8 a man’s soul grows in God's 

tee. Lives are strong, then, because 


God’s strength is put 
are fruitful : ‘ee ame. | They 


them. If the 
because they 


when God and duty are bebind 
are unfruitful, it is usually 
ave not been rightly begun. 
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| THE BAPTI5 


(Regular price 19 cents.) 


int 
i j 


OUR OF 


Cents. (Regular price 94 cents.) 


I 


We will send this invaluable aid to 8. 8. Teachers for 3 months for 10 Cents. 


In order that every Sunday-school in the land that has not seen our periodi- 
cals may have an opportunity to give them a trial, we will make to such schools the 
following reduction on three months’ subscriptions. This offer is the most liberal 

one ever made, and will be limited to the next three months ONLY. 


1 


TEACHER. 


BIBLE LESSON MONTHLY, 
:EN’S PICTURE LESS 


ON, 


_ 


THE YOUNG REAPER. 


We will send 25 Copies each of the BisLe Lesson. MoNTuLY and Our CiIL- 
DREN’S Picture Lesson, or 25 copies of the Reaper for 3 months for 75 





OUR 


otherwise they will be charged 
more, at the same rate. 


LITTLE 


at regular rates. 


CASH MUST ACCOMPANY THE ORDER. 
SAMPLES SENT FREE. 


ONES. 


We will send 10 Copies of this popular Children’s Paper for 3 months for 
75% Cents. (Reyular price 92 cents.) 

As the above offer has been made in view of introducing our periodicals, all who 
wish to avail themselves of this offer must state that they are for introduction, 






Any number of copies, less or 








PROVE AL 


B. GRIFFITH, VD. 
1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Fa 


L TH 


ON TRIAL, 
For 29 CENTS, we will send for 3 MONTHS, ONE COPY a 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 


For 50 CENTS, we will send for 3 MONTHS, 50 COPIES of 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
_ ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHIGAGO, ILL. 
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THE LATEST AND TRE BEST 


“New Home 


LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE. 
AGENTS SAY: CUSTOMERS SAY: 

“ The New Home is the “ The New Home is just 
easiest machine to sell ever perfect. Far superior to 
made, and gives the Lest 
satisfaction to purchas- 
ers.” is so very low.” 
LOCAL AGENCIES WANTED. 


D.S EWING, 
\ | i] 
| / 


1127 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 











War on the 


eat” 
before buying piano or organ 
Rowse + ever 
Dasie! F. Beatty, 





SEI T Carbome gaseous waters are recommended 
es WED) « by all medical faculties as among the 
best hygienic beverages to keep the digestive organs 


they can be alwnys at hand, being a most 





or mixed with pleasant syrups. 


| 


arean auxiliary of health and temperance. Franco- 


any of the old pattern | 
machines. And ils price 


circowar. . 
ashington nN JORGANS 


PIANOS 40% bettoon nih'orioonR AGING | 


Beatty’s latest Newspaper full reply (sent free) | 
. Read ‘my latest 


in «a ht althy condition. Served in these handy Siphors | 


eee reireshing drink, causing no heaviness as des 

1we-water. They can taken by themselves, | 
Their use tends to | 
regulate the pulse, and to keep the head clear; they | 


| American Mfg. 637 North 5th St., Philadeiphia. Agents | 


| fer the Shebougem natural mineral water, which relieves 
dy~ open. indigestion, headache, rh tism. maierius 
and kidney diseases. Send order by postal card, 
free to all ap- 


[0 ADVERTISERS |= 2" 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION o! 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 15 8vo.pp. More complet« 
then any which have preceded it, Gives the nuimes 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousend 
newspapers in the Unit States and Canada, and 
contains more information of valne to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. Al! lists 
have been earefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. e sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. AVER & RON, 
ADVERTIBING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelpiia 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


In Address 
MY Hox ot Kindorhode, Now Fork. 








Vie? Wild medic 












,,|SABBATH 


SCHOOL 
PAPERS. 


All Splendidly [ilustrated. 


The best, the cheapest, and the most entertaining. 





LOOK A THE TERMS. Postege prepaid by us. 


Casb always in advance. 


GOOD WORDS (Monthly). 





Page, 12x16 Inches. 8mos, 6mos, Jy 
| 12 copies to one address. .......-- 5 $105) | 2 05 
| 2 ¥ a ccmeteee & OD 1 9% 3 
50 3 ~ | | | Of (pglpahae 1 9 3 55 710 
100 “ er over, per bundred, 3 50 6 & 12 70 
MY PAPER (Monthly). 

Page, 10x14 Inches, 3mos. 6 mos, 1 yr. 
12 copies to one address.........-§ 58 § % 1 75 
26 ss Re eheooneses 90 175 3 30 
om MV" 1 70 315 5 35 

| 100 or over. per hundred, 3 10 6 10 ll 40 
GOOD CHEER (M utily). 

P ge, §xi2 Inches 6 ues. Ly. 
12 copies to one address,.........-...---- § 70 $1 35 
25 a ew ahecenseesaseces 1 35 250 
0 sachin atiiiidine de 250 40 

100 or over, per hundred......... 4 30 8 10 

OLD AND YOUNG (Mon:bly), 

Page, 6x8 Inches !yr 
2 copies to one address.... $1 44 
it] vad be es 2 35 
100 “ i 220 4 16 


| WORI'S, MY PAPER, and ( 





Single copies of GOOD WORDS or MY PAPER, 20 
cents, year!v; or a copy of the three papers. GOOD 
j00D CHEER, together, 


| for 75 cents. 


Samples free, Send orders to 
Kk. W. HAWLEY, Sece’y, 
BOX 5105, NEW YORK. 
BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 
Beat quality WASH BLUE, and most liberal measure 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 





From Advertisers. 


{From Croft, Wilbur &Co., Manufacturers of Con- 

fectionery, Philadeiphia.—January 7, 1878.} 

After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
truthfully say that no paper has brought us so 
returns as The Sunday Schoo! Times. An adver- 
tisement inserted in its columns brought us cash 
genere from the larger share of ali the states in the 

nion. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 768 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopts — 

15, 1877.} 

It is a pleasure to me"to inform you that my ad- 
vertising in The Sunday School] Times has been the 
most satisfactory of any I have ever done without 
exception. Before I had seen the issue containin: 
my first advertisement, numerous letters satis 
me I had found a medium of the test value. 

I am glad to notice that you rigidly exclude adyer- 
tisements which are intended to deceive WY om a 
that cannot possibly be made good, an believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 





[Prom Horace Waters @ Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Organs, éc., 40 Hast 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 16, 1877.] 


We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
medium, we consider The Sunday Schoo! Times one 
of the best we use. 


{From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 
Philadel phia.— August 31, 1877.] 

I have been much gratified with the success 
attending my advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times, and shall avai: myself in the future of that 
paper as a medium superior to any other within the 
range of my experience. 


| From 12. Coteworth Pueckney, Provrietor Pinck- 
ae ri anesle and. Teacher, 2 Union 
Square, New York.| 


gratified with the returns from m 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I 
may ly say I have received more answers from 
my advertisement in this paper than from any other 
T have employed. 

[From M. W. Smith, &Co., 140 LaSalle St., Chicago, 
Il.—January 16, |877.] 


More than three hundred letters were received 
from our one advertisement in The Sunday School 


Times. 
From A. J. Weidener, img the Center 
ag season, y the "Frankia Hotei, Phi hia— 
July 31, 1876. 
I believe The Sunday Schoo! Times to be one of 
e best mediums for advertia many branches of 
business. I do say conscien’ 'y that I have heard 


from advertisement in oftener than 
oa aay other paper tm ween I have advertised 
season, 


Pega Meee Mate Sake 


January 19, 
It is very gratifying 
new ded tien a paper that something like an 
adequate ds for the ee oe ve a 
been disappointed w results o 
pe anor in yor columns. — 


(ipo a frees Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 
We have received a large number of ap ts 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, Sutdion ene 
to-day from England. 
We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (14 lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents, Special Notices: 

r line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent, on 26 insertions, 26 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions. Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Seturday of the week preceding their issue, 











*DrCaTION AL. 


WOMAN’S MEDICAL COLLEGE 
OF PHILADELP#IA, 

The Twenty-ninth Winter Session will open on 
Thursday. October 3, 1578, in the commodious new 
coliege building: 

Clinical instroection is given in the Woman’s Hos- 
pital, Pennsy!vania, Wilis, Philadelphia, and Ortho- 
peedic Hospitals. 

spring Course of Lectures, Practical Demonstra- 
tions, aud Winter Quizzes are tree (except for expense 
of material) to all matiiculants of the year. Address 

RACHAEL L, BUDLEY. A.M.. Dean, — 
North College Avenueaud Twesty-firstst., Phila., Pa. 





NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION and ORATORY. 


1418 (Chestnut Street, Philadvelphin. 
Summer term opens July 8 ASpera/ opportunities for 
Tewhers. Send tor catalogue and circular of Special 
Summer Course. J. W. SHOBMAKER, A.M., Pres. 





Ho SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
Best advan tor a thorough education. Refers by 
ermission to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sund: 
‘chool Times, and Rev, 8S. W Dana, 4001 Pine 8 
Philadeiphia. For circulars, address, 
MRs. J. A. BOGARDOUS, Principal. 





‘VREENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
ty and Commerciai College. Founded 1802. A Sea- 
ide Schoo] for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 

REV, fF. D. BLAK ESLER, A.M., BE. Greenwich, B. I 


for September Va- 
TEACH E RS WANTED conciane K fficient 
Teachers of Classics, Mathematics, Sciences, Modern 
Languages, Music, Art, and Enuylish su: plied with 
first~ lass posi:ions Send stamp for application form. 
PINCKNEY’'S AGENCY ,30 Union Square, New York 





VENCINNAT! WESLEYAN FEMALE UOLLEGE, 
) Best advantages in Literature, Science, Laa- 


uages, Painting, and Music. 
7 REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President, 





({OLDEN BILL SEMINARY for Young Ladies. 
\3 Bridgeport, Conn. For circulars, address the 
Principal, Miss KmiLy NELSON. 








()™ ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 





723 North Second Street, Philadeiphia, 


Ade) 10c., postpaid, GEO, I, REED &CO., Nassau, N.Y 
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Howto beaMagician. 





N illustreted catalogue of the best magical 
A such as is used by all of the 
prominent magicians, will be mailed to any ad- 
dress on receipt of 15 cents, 


apparatus, 


In case the person 
sending for a catalogue afterwards makes a pur- 
chase of any article, the cost of the catalogue may 
be deducted from the remittance. Any boy, by 
making a wise selection from this catalogue, can at 
a small outlay of money make himself very enter- 
taining to his friends. Many pleasing and puzzling 
tricks can be easily performed by an entirely new 
beginner. The catalogue should be in the hands 
of every wide-awake boy in the land. Address 


THOMAS W, YOST, 
35 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


DRY GOODS 


BY MAIL OR EXPRESS, 


Bent to any part of the United States by 


JORDAN, MARSH & CO. 


of Boston, the and Oldest Dry Goods House 
in New England. e are now offering our immense 
stock at retail, at prices lower then were ever Bye re 
at wholesale before the War. hese unparalleled 
bargains bave crowded our ha stores with cus- 
tomers from all parts of New England, and we desire 
every one, in rn and Southern 
States to take advantage of these the greatest bar- 
gains ever offered in America. Send at once for our 
new cataloges, , complete in every detail of descrip- 
tion and price 


JORDAN. MARSH &CO., Boston, Mass., U.S. A. 


IN MAY 
There will be issued in 














A series of articles on 


RUSSIA and the RUSSIANS. 


™ From an interview with Er-Governor ANDREW 
@. CURTIN, Ex-Minister to St. Petersburg. 

“New York Street Laborers,” 
In a series of interviews with themselves. 


* pring Planting in Garden 
aud Farm. 


A SERMON EACH WEEK 
By HENRY WARD BEECHER. 


International Sunday-School 
Leesons. 
By Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT. 


** Letters from my Library.” 
By “ LAICUS.” 
Terms : $3.00 per senate postage prepaid For four 


months on trial, $ To cl lergymen, $2.50. Sample 


copies sent on retain of three cent stamp, 
For sale by all newsdealers. 


THE CHRISTIAN UNION, 
27 Park Place, New York. 


Chantangua Assombly Hera 


A forty-eight column paper in quarto form will 
be published at hea as the official organ of 
the National Sunday School Assembly and Scien- 
tific Congress from June, 1878, monthly, through 
the year and daily (Sundays excepted), through 
the sessions of the Assembly in August of every 
year. This paper will contain exact steno- 
graphic reports of all the proceedings of the 
Assembly, including all the scientifie and literary 
lectures and sermons, and also reports of class 
instructions, drills, etc., ete. 


REV. T, L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., will edit a mgt 
ment of Normal Class work, and Rev. H. 
Bugbee, D.D., President of Allegheny Collen, 
has been engaged to prepare a commentary or 
analysis of the International Sunday school les- 
sons for each Sunday of the year for this paper 

Twenty thousand copies of the paper were 
issued asan advance sheet on Apri 8 which 
contain a large amount of information in regard 
to the Assembly to be held in August next. 

Subscription price (postage paid), cash in ad- 
vance, per annum, $1 60. 

When 5 or more subscriptions are ordered at 
one time, $1.40. 

Single copies, 6 cents each. 

For advertising, subscriptions, or 
copies, address 





single 


M. BAILEY. Publisher, 
Jamestown, N. Y, 








Riaek Silk Frin Tg head. 
Black Silk Fringe,$ knots, 35e.; 6 knots.....- 
extra heavy Raddier sSilk Ph, 75c. to.. 
nee 
es’ 





“6 
Smbrolderies on brewn, blue and white. aut 4c, 
Drab Hose, silk emb broidered Se. 
Three pair Ladies’ White Cotton Hose, for........- 5c. 


visit the Grand Depot in person, 
write a letter or postal 
card, thus :— 


packages sent by express, C. O. D. 


ever before offered. 


ORDER DEPARTMENT 
is now fully organized and in 

perfect working order for the prompt 
transaction of small or large business. 
Samples promptly forwarded by mail. 
Orders filled on receipt of amount, or 


ta 
order/, 
—SPRING, 1878,— Hindiy ansakon Ores nd abe 
Opens with a larger and better assortment ‘ 


of every variety of Goods than we have 


John Wanamaker, 13th & Market, Philad’a. 


Shopping Without Leaving Home. 


If you cannot come to Philadelphia and 


This will ensure you 
the same attention 
you would receive 
if you made your 
VPN Nathan in per- 
son at our coun- 
ters. Postage 
on Goods sent 
out is one cent 
an ounce. 


SPRING, 1878, 


































USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Times in good condition, and have them at 
hand for reference, should use a binder. We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain 
binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made 
expressly for The Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the filecomplete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Phila. 














Sett Complete in Plush, $75. 


Made in solid black wa'nut and finished in = 
most elegant manner. 30 other a, — } wed. 2 

sett. Pew gomices, & 35 cts. to $1.25 pe urch, 
Chapel, and Sunday School Furniture‘ on —_ ot the 
latest and most approved patterns, or made to order 


at short notes, hoto, with Price List, sent b; 
majl if applied for. = ; 4 


Paines Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


True Economy in the purchase of a Peionery, is to 
get the BEST, the STANDARD. 


Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 


| Welsar’s | Webster's Dictionary. 


Contains 18,000 Contains 1n0oo "Wenle y Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of money, Weights and Measures; 
Abbreviations, Yords, Phrases, Proverhs, 
etc., from the Greek, Latin, and Modern Lan- 
gusge s, Morocco Tucks, Gilt edges. For sale 
ig coaiee rs generally, or by m. ail, on receipt 
o 


LVISON, Bi AKEMAN, TAYLOR & CO., 
PuBLIsuERS W EBSTER’SSCHOOL DICTIONARIES, 
138 and 140 Grand St., New York, 


HOME-MADE TURKISH RUGS!! 


EVERY LADY can make her own Rugs out of old 
rags. laid aside garments. or yarn at a very small 
ex pense (easily made), as they are stamprd on burlap, 
avd when drawn ip term agoodimitation ofthe Turk- 
1h Rug. Gr-at inducements to agents, Large s ze 
sample with hook and full directions for one dollar, 
free by mail. Send for Circular, with star -p. 

Turk kish Bug 4 Pat. Co., 339 Sixth Ave., N. Y. + Olly. 























J. D_OARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa 


“VRE WALTER BAKER & CO. s CHOCOLATE. 





A REMARKABLE WORK! 


A MIRACLE IN STONE; 


OR THE 


GREAT PYRAMID OF EGYPT. 
BY JOSEPH A. SEISS, D.D. 


12mo, cloth, extra, black andgold, - $1.25. 
“Dr. Seiss’ work is more Sectactine than any 
romance.” — The Churehman, N. ¥ “We recommend 
this remarkable book to every” one who wishes to 
inform bis own mind, or to instruct others, and hope it 
may be wisely circulated.” —£; ipiscopal Recorder. “ One 
of the most instructive books we have ever read.”— 
Eventing Traveller, Boston. 


PORTER & COATES, Publishers, 
822 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL, 





nn , 
——$__ 


nae American Sunday-school Union, 
FIFTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY, 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
Tuesday Evening, May 21,1878. 
ADDRESSES BY THE 
Rev. WM. M. TAYLOR, D.D., New York. 
Rev. ARTHUR MITCHELL, D_D., Chicago. 
Rev. W. NEILSON MoVICKAR, D.D.., Phila. 
The Moody and Sankey choir, under leadership of 
Professor W. G. Fischer, will conduet the musie. 
| ‘Tickets of admission can be had upon application 
, at 1122 Chestnut Street. 
For reserved seats a charge of 25 cents will be 
' made, 
Ministers may secure reserved seats without charge, 
by calling before the 17th inst. 























AGENTS WANTED. 
AF 8S Wanted. Send Stamp for samples. 
National Monthly, Box 174, Washington, D.¢, 
A DAY to Agents canvassing for the Fire- 
7 sis 4 yer. Terms and Outfit Free. Ad. 
0. VICKERY, pon any Maine. 
WASTED. Men and women everywhere to can- 
vass tor The Contributor, with its great art work, 
| Cole’s Voyage of Life (plates alone cost $12.000, besides 
the painting). Goes everywhere Jas. H. Earle,Boston, 
PROF.A J. HISTORY of the 
LIVE eeu as 70D ect 
for jg as vO 
pages, 1 $3.00. Address 
BB GOODS PEED. New York or Cincinnati. 0. 
ANTED hy in every school district. Chil. 
dren or Its. Ready = io every family, 
Pays sixty-eight per cent. tal required, 25 ce ts 
and upwards. Send 10 cents S sample,and 3 cent 
stamp. R. C. RICHARDSON, 
318 Broadway, New York. 
AGENTS WANTED fo = sale of the 
“Tilustrated Lord’s ” TEN 





WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful’ Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 

Agents are making from §2 to $15 per day. Ministers, 

Book FV mptten on Picture Fe G wo ii 1 out of emplé oy ment, 


“a anne S, T. BUCK 
Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa. 


For the BOOK that SELLS! 


““HOME MEMORIES. 


A work brim ful of the choicest reading in the ae 
lish lam: t and cheerful throughout. Wise 
Ta ever om ing iis eure nment ~ x old ~ youn, 
n everyt va Igo ve. 
A book to tine taste, to ail ‘He 
soa Ment oh te aoe time. bree chance foie 
and women to make woney. —- 
J. C, MeCurdy a Gee Phila., Pa. 


a BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! .29 
BETSEY BOBBET COME AGAIN! 
New Book Ready for Agents, by 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE: 


SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL. 


Send for Circulars to AMERICAN PUBLISHING 
©O., Hartford, Ct., Chicago, Ill., Newark, N. J 


AGENTS! 
PROFITABLE WORK 


In canvassing for SUNDAY AUTEENOGN. » 
perfectly delightful Sunday ogeanen. Un ° 
ter bere all ori, <a and by the pA best writers 
Fresh. bright, and spicy. Ranks in ry merit with 
y monthites Two aemakaan serials 
begin soot, one ye Epwarp EVERETT Hae. “A 
complete success.” W hittier. ae become 
4 rane favorite.” Hare ord we Wags er erie, 


AF? APIERNC GON, Springfield Mam Moe 


























MODEL OF PALESTINE. 


Shows Mountains, Valleys, Plains, Seas, Rivers and Towns, 
as vividly as would a visit to the land its elf. Its elevations and 
depressions form a representation of the Lands of the Bibie, 
forcibly and beautifully illustrating Bible History. It is aniver- 
sally acknowledged as the needed help for the Bibs atu- 
dent or Sunday-school worker, giving new life to his read- 
ings. Being mounted ona close folding table for class use, or for 
hanging on the wall, itis convenient, cheap and durable. ‘Bend 
for Circular and order one. Price, with key, giving Seripture 
references fully, $10.00. We also manufacture models of the 
and Church 


Terms 


U. 8. for schools, and w kinds =. School 
Furnigare, Agents anted in every county, lib- 
culars or catslocues, EXCELSIOR sane 





“Unsurpassed as a help tothe study of the Inter- 
national ns.” “To any teacher whose time of 
preparation is limited it ‘s ndispensable.” * It con- 
tains notes suited to teachers of both advanced and 
poy &, Aeeeess has Bible references printed in full. 

a commentary, dictionary, and maps 
combina” " Sueb is the testimony fro 
Only sixty-five cents a year for single copy. Clubs of 

or more. fifty-five cents each. Address, 
NELSON & PRELLIS. Publishers, 
805 Broadway, New York. 


m every section. 





BIBLE COMMENTARY. 


By JAMIESON, FAUSSET, and BROWN. 
CoMPLETE EDITION. Tue LaTest AND BEsT. 
1600 Super-royal Octavo Pages. Illustrated. 

Commended by the ablest divines of all denomina- 
tions. Dr. Vincent says: “It is the cream of the Com- 
mentaries, and a marvel of cheapness.’ Dr. McCosh 
says: “It is the work of highly competent scholars, 
useful to pastor and people. 

Price within the reach of everybod 

Agents wenies ad, ticulars address 

8. N & CO., Hartford, Conn. 





For full 
. SCRAN 





ENDLESS PUNISHMENT, 


Scriptural Argument for and Reasonableness of 
‘uture Endless Punishment. 


By Rev. Nehemiah Adams, D.D. 12mo0. $1.00. 














Boston: D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers. | 

The Sermonizer a 16-page month real an LA popes. | 
petatae of homiletion! master, fr fu of life, | 
year; sample, 6c. T. Buck, Milton, | 
Horthumbonens Co , Pa. 
Q*FORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 
Thos. Nelson & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. | 








for cir 
FURNITURE MANUFACTURING CO., CINCINNATI, 0. 


-OSBORN’S- 


ALESTIN 


UNIVERSALLY ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE THE BEST. 
Size, 6xo feet, colored, on rollers, net to schools, $10.5° 
oo 3x5 “ o o “ “ 3-5° 


Address, AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
62 MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANN*tR> 


R. GIESLER, CHURCH FURNISHER, 
152 Bleeker Street, New y York. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND D AY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 k\u: “ 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Rewsr 
Cards. Scripture Text timent Carde— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymnal 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATI NAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any ad J. H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS. Publishese of Novelties in Fine 
Arta, 141 to 147 Franklin &t.. Roaton. Mase 


Kee the Moth from your furs and_ woolens by 
was one Moth Proof bags, size 26x17 for 10 cents, 


J )’D. CABLISLE, Pittsburgh, P» 

















